-> 


L> u£o 



• i M 
->>1 


- ■‘-ii'-J' V 

- ■ '.['^K. 
■■ - 1 "W 


’V 




DV^Sa,,, 


*&0 -D 
. Bar . 


--•J - . 

_• *-&!)■ : : 

’ '■' --ainesi ■ 




,B -‘ Ce.u 


’ ; ~ : i A-atft— • - 


s «**- ''^tag ris; 
'•*- Zens. • 






• . ■.-rtiil FSi^s 







THE INDEPENDENT 


Wednesday 21 January 1998 45p (IR50p) No 3,513 


Robinson censured by MPs for 
failing to register offshore trust 
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Mr Robinson with his wife, Marie Giorgio. Sir Gordon Downey said there was no reason for her not to receive payments from the fund 


Geoffrey Robinson, the 
Paymaster-General, was 
last night censured by 
MPs for falling to 
disclose his interest in a 
£IZ.75m Guernsey-based 
trust. On the eve of a 
Commons debate on tax 
avoidance and offshore 
trusts, Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, says the 
Tories are demanding 
the Paymaster-General’s 
resignation. 


The Commons Committee on 
Standards and Privileges found 
Mr Robinson not guilty of 
breaching the rules of the Com- 
mons - because there is no 
clear-cut rule on registration of 
an interest in a trust. 


But it pointed out that when 
an MP has doubts, as Mr 
Robinson had, because he 
sought the advice of a QC and 
accountants, he would do bet- 
ter to seek Lhe expert advice of 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, Sir Gor- 
don Downey. Sir Gordon told 
the committee the interest 
would have been better regis- 
tered, and added: “This would 
have been my recommendation 
had my advice been sought.” 

Peter Liilev. shadow chan- 
cellor, who lodged Lhe com- 
plaint. said: “This is a further 
embarrassment for Mr Robin- 
sou, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and the Prime 
Minister. His position is un- 
tenable and be should go. or be 
moved.” David Heathcoat- 
Arocny, the Conservative front - 
benefa treasury spokesman, said 
Mr Robinson bad been charged 


with hypocrisy, conflict of in- 
terest. and for being econom- 
ical with the truth. “The fact 
that he is guilty of the second 
and third charges requires him 
to resign.” 

Last night, with the Prime 
Minister away in The Hague, 
there was no guidance from 
No 10 as to what would be done 
with Mr Robinson, counted as 
one of Tony Blair's friends. 
That Mr Lrlley leaves open the 
option of Mr Robinson being 
shifted to another department 
could give the Prime Minister 
a face-saving get-out. 

The report showed indica- 
tions of politically motivated 
damage-limitation. There was 
no notice the report was com- 
ing: it was delivered at 6pm, 
making it difficult for newspa- 
pers to digest a complex docu- 
ment in lime for first editions. 

It was made more difficult 


in that its initial conclusion 
stated: “There is no case for say- 
ing that Mr Robinson breached 
the rules of the House.” There 
followed hy an ambiguous para- 
graph saying: “Although not a 
requirement, there are occa- 
sions when interests of this na- 
ture would be better registered, 
and if a doubt should arise 
Members ought to seek the ad- 
vice of the Commissioner. 

"We and our predecessors 
have made this point on several 
previous occasions. If a Mem- 
ber feds it necessary to seek 
professional advice on a mat- 
ter of registration, it is clear that 
some doubt must exist.” 

Only from dose reading nt 
the small print does it emerge 
that Mr Robinson twice sought 
advice about possible registra- 
tion of the Orion family trust, 
established in January 1990. 

His accountants and 


Michael EMoff, a leading coun- 
sel. said no specific disclosure 
of the trust was required in the 
Commons Register of Mem- 
bens’ interests. Sir Gordon said 
in bis report to the committee: 
“It was ... a mistake for Mr 
Robinson to rely on advice of 
registration matters from his 
professional advisers,” 

As for the rules. Sir Gordon 
said: “The guide docs not pre- 
tend to cover all contingencies, 
and the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tGucmscy-based ) 
Orion Trust have not arisen be- 
fore.” Bob Sheldon, the former 
Labour minister who chairs 
the committee, said: “It is very 
difficult to lay down rules for 
trusts.” 

But the commissioner ad- 
vised the committee that while 
Mr Robinson had no right to re- 
ceive a pecuniary or other ma- 
terial benefit from the trust. 


ss Williams TODAY'S NEWS 


Senior Tories knew of funding deal 

The Conservative Party faced further embarrassing revelations yesterday surrounding 
the £lm donation it accepted from a heroin-smuggling fugitive. Following The Indepen- 
dent’s disclosure yesterday of the payment from Ma Sik-chun. fresh claims emerged that 
three senior Tories knew the donation was conditional upon him being allowed to trav- 
el to his Hong Kong home from exile in Taiwan. Page 3 

Reforms herald Algeria spurns 

pre-nuptial ‘bliss’ EU mediation 

The Lord Chancellor’s department is con- The EU’s first attempt at mediation in Al- 
sktering changes to Britain* divorce laws. geria has backfired, in even worse fashion 
making pre-nuptial agreements legally en- than its earlier doomed involvement in 
forceable. It would to bring us into line Yugoslavia. Algeria yesterday flatly refused 

with the US, Canada. Australia and most European requests for a visit by a United 

of the EU. It is also suggested those with- Nations rapporteur on human rights. And 
out an agreement would be forced to di- ministers were refused permission to visit 
vide marital property SftSO on divorce. the she of a notorious recent massacre 

The idea is thought to have the backing of less than 20 miles from Algiers, where it 
a government task force. Page 3 would have been possible to hear sur- 

vivors’ accounts first-hand. Page 7 


Memorial charges Poet in motion 


-A'. 


The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund said that in future all professional 
services would be put out to tender and 
that charges to the fund would be re- 
viewed. The decision came days after the 
public disclosure that solicitors Mishcon 
de Reya had sent a £500,000 bill for legal 
services to the fund. Page 6 


The BBC unveiled its first poet-in-resi- 
dence in the shape of John Agard. 49. an 
extrovert and politicised versifier, who 
has published best-selling anthologies for 
adults and children. He wants poetry 
spread throughout the corporation and its 
programmes - even in cookery and gar- 
dening shows. Page 5 


End in 
World 


Relief may be at hand 
for users of the Internet 
who find that navigating 
cyberspace feels less like 
surfing and more like 
endlessly treading water, 
reports David Upborne in 
New York 


A consortium of high technol- 
ogy companies in the United 
Slates is expected shortly to un- 
veil plans for a new super-fasi 
modem that will deliver Inter- 
net content at up to 3tt limes lhe 
speed available from any 
modem now nn the market. 

Developed jointly by Micro- 
soft. Intel and Compaq, lhe 
three leviathans of the Amer- 
ican computer industry, the 
new modems could be on 
shelves in the L’S in lime lor 
next Christmas. 

If successfully marketed, 
the modems could revolu- 
tionise cyberspace. They 
promise to end the trust rat ion 
suffered by millions of Inlcmel 
customers w ho sometimes wail 
minutes fur pages from the 
World Wide Web to land on 
their screens. With these 


sight for the 
Wide Wait 


modems, they would materi- 
alise almost instantly. 

Details of the project are 
expected to be unveiled at a 
tc loeom m u niealions cunfe r- 
cnce in Washington next week, 
the .Veil- York Times reported 
yesterday. 

Closely involved with the 
computer companies are most 
ol America’s regional tele- 
phone companies who have 
cooperated in selling common 
technological standards for the 
new equipment. 

The modems would feed 
data via traditional telephone 
lines. They would remain 
plugged into the Internet at all 
times without users actually 
having to dial up a connection. 
Users would even be able to use 
iheir telephone for voice 
transmission simultaneously. 

Recently. Lhe industry has 
been sw itching focus to televi- 
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sion cable as the best means of 
delivering data in the future at 
speeds acceptable to con- 
sumers. But speculation that 
access via television set-top 
boxes would supplant tele- 
phone connections may be 
reversed by next week's 
announcement. 

Characteristically, Micro- 
soft seems to be successfully 
positioning itself to ensure 
dominance regardless of 
whether telephone or cable 
television comes out on top. 1 

While pursuing the new 
phone modem with its partners. 
Bill Gates has made significant 
investments in the television 
cable industry, buying a stake 
in Comcast, one of .America's 
largest cable distributors, and 
buying WebTV, which makes 
set-top boxes capable of 
delivering data and television 
programming. 


INSIDE i 


Incredible flight 
offer: keep " ; D ; . 
collecting t =?■ 

token collect the independent & 

INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



What you get when 
you cross a camel 
with a Lama 
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Sebastian Faulks: 
How to tell a story 
and win £2,000 
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“Mr Robinson's hope, of future 
distributions might reasonably 
be regarded as an expectation 
and that, measured against the 
underlying intentions of the 
rules, this could be regarded as 
a pecuniary interest or other 
material benefit’.” 

He added that, while a sus- 
pension of payments applied to 
Mr Robinson, as a min ister, it 
did not apply to his wife. 

“In these circumstances.” he 
said, “it can be argued that even 
without knowledge of the un- 
derlying shareholdings, the ex- 
istence of the trust itself might 
reasonably be thought by oth- 
ers to be a source of potential 
influence. This is not just be- 
cause Mr Robinson is a treasury 
minister the same could be said 
of any Member who may wish 
to participate in proceedings in 
Parliament affecting the posi- 
tion of overseas trusts.” I 



Office rage: Why 
are people losing 
their tempers? 


Advertisement 


“Take it from me, 
your memory need never 
let you down again." 

By Dominic O'Brien, five times World Memory Champion. 



“NOT everybody is blessed 
by nature with a perfect 
memory, but now I’ve got 
together with Linguaphone 
to produce a fascinating free 
guide that can help anyone 
overcome this problem. 

Thai means you can start 
taking control of the vast 
potential of your memory - 
iust as I did to become World 
Memory Champion five con- 
secutive times. 

Many people find they can’t 
remember crucial facts iust 
when they need them When 
that happens, the conse- 
quences can be embarrassing 
and sometimes disastrous. 

Transform your memory, 
transform your fife. 

“Just think of all the 
opportunities a better memory 
wifi open up. You’ll be able 
to remember names and Faces,- 
speak in public with a new 


confidence and clarity,- study 
new subjects more effectively 
and impress the world with 
your dazzling encyclopaedic 
knowledge. In fact, you’ll have 
all the facts and figures you 
need at your fingertips. 

It worked for me - 
so it can work for you. 

"You don’t have to be an 
academic high fiver to have 
a powerful, reliable memory. 
Look at me, I left school 
before doing A-levels - just 
because 1 thought 1 was going 
to fail. 

If only I'd known then that 
one day I'd be able to 
remember countless Telephone 
numbers, friends' birthdays 
and plan business appoint- 
ments months in advance - 
all thanks to a simple method 
that everyone can use. 

You'll start improving your 
memory right from day one. 
.And it has the endorsement 
of Linguaphone. 

See for yourself - with my 
FREE guide. 

‘Send for my FREE guide 
now, which includes a book 
and audio cassette, and see 
for yourself just how easily 
and effectively you can start 
improving the power of your 
memory. 

Simply telephone free on 
0800 1 17 1 99 or complete and 
return the coupon below." 


9 "770951 "946535 


CALL 0800 177199 


YES. OF COUP.SE I ioouiJ hkr fu inpropr my iHnucry siof/i Plrajr send 
me Demnn O'Bnmi frtt 4uiJe - induJmj book aitj audio coiftlie - to the 

power oj memory 

MWMreMiss/Ms 


Postcode 

Post (o i no tunji rofum/t Dominic O’Brien's Memory Crude, 
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UPDATE 



MPs try to hedge against 
an unsociable fast mover 


It is growing insidiously, causing darkness, depression, and despair. Its vic- 
tims regard it as public enemy number one, and, so far, they have been 
defenceless against its march through the suburbs of England. Leyiandii, 
the fastest-growing hedge in the West, has caused neighbours to engage 
in war, and now a group of Labour MPs are seeking a solution. 

Backbench MP Lynne Jones is taking up cudgels against the monster 
hybrids from America on behalf of home-owners who feel their lives have 
been ruined by it. She is leading a campaign for the Home Office to al- 
low an amendment to the Crime and Disorder Bill to outlaw hedges that 
have become a nuisance lo those who have to live in their shadow. It fol- 
lows the saga of one of her constituents, Michael Jones, of Tiliyard Croft, 
in Selly Oak, who spent £100.000 in legal fees fighting the Leylandii at 
thq bottom of his garden. His was the most expensive case of its kind in 
British legal history, and he won the right to have the hedge cut down to 
size after it had soared to around 30fl in height. His neighbour had to pay 
the costs, but Mr Jones risked losing his bouse if he had lost. 

More than two hundred fellow sufferers have contacted him seeking 
a remedy, and Mr Jones has formed the Hedge line to offer help. “Ley- 
landii are terrible in different ways ... one is winter gloom, because they 

have no relief from its shadow; Ley- 



transport 


Motorists prefer jams to buses 


Congestion is costing car drivels f lObn a year and most motorists would 
ratbersit in the jams than switch to pubhc transport, says a major report 

““storotaTadds £500m to the congestion bill, school trips ran np £600m 
and gyring costs top f lbn. A regular commuter fices. on average, 35, 

minutes extra in a car because of traffic jams ■ ; • 

Only 7 per cent of those who use their car to commutewould use pub--, 
lie transport instead - even if congestion ^»ted:then:.jpamey time, 
according to the report by Let, the country's largest car franchiser." ■ • 
It appears that a stick is more effective than a carrot Only 25 per cent 
of driverewould use a car if traffic-related pollution becaiMaseriousbealth 

‘ The most strongly supported option anKmgmotc^istsforrc^tcHJg con- 
gestion would be investment in buses and trains and subsidies-fcrpublic- 

transport the report found • . . 

Runnin g cars from city centres, investment in bus lanes and investment 
in motorways and trunk roads were the next most favoured options. .. 

— Rondeep Rdmesh, Transport Correspondent 
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Queen of chat: Millions of Americans hang on Oprah Winfrey’s every word 


RURAL LIVING 


Elderly suffer in the countryside 



Eagle: sympathetic to those put 
in shade by the hedge menace - 


laadii takes away the sky , and that 
is the most depressing in summer 
time. They drain away moisture 
from the garden, so you are left with 
a mono-culture... But there arc oth- 
er problems, with roots and house 
subsidence.” 

Leylandii were introduced from 
America at the turn of the century 
from hybrid conifers; they are prop- 
agated by cuttings and can grow four 
feet in a year. Sufferers from Ley- 
tan dii oppression sometimes show 
symptoms of a fixation about the 
hedge in their neighbour's garden, 
which tends to take over their lives. 

But remedies are difficult to 


Oprah prepares for her cowboy showdown 


find. Planning laws against hedges are unclear. Mr Jones fought and won. 
but his neighbour has planted another hedge, inside the cut-down Ley- 
iandii which is growing steadily. In Britain, where the home is the castle, 
there is no universal way of controlling growth of a neighbour's hedge. 

Ms Jones and a group of Labour MPs with similar constituency prob- 
lems, including Dale Campbell Savours and Chris MuJJin, lobbied Angela 
Eagle, the environment minister, for action. She was sympathetic and one 
possibility that emerged would be to include it in the Crime and Disor- 
der Bill, which seeks to tackle anti-social behaviour. Campaigners against 
Leylandii argued that neighbours who planted Leylandii and allowed them 
to grow uncontrollably were guilty of anti-social behaviour and should be 
outlawed by the Bill. The Bill has started its passage through Parliament 
in the Lords and will be debated in the Commons in spring. 

But the Home Office rejected the idea on grounds that the Bill would 
become unwieldy. “There was no scope in the Crime and Disorder Bill 
to include an amendment,” said a Home Office spokesman. But the MPs 
are determined to press on and are considering tabling their own amend- 
ment to ihe Bill. The Department of Environment is consulting local au- 
thorities on action it should take lo stop (be march of the giant invader. 

— Colin Brown, Chief Political Correspondent 


Oprah Winfrey, America’s formidable talk-show 
queen, prepared yesterday for a showdown in court 
with Texan cattlemen who claim an off-hand remark 
she made on air about mad cow disease sent the 
value of beef tumbling. 

Jury selection began yesterday in Amarillo. 
Texas, where Ms Winfrey is expected to testily in court 
next week. The cattlemen, who are seeking damages 
to compensate their claimed losses, will rest much 
of their evidence on the fact that after Ms Winfrey 
swore off hamburgers during a programme on BSE 
in April 1996, the value of beef fritures on the Chica- 
go exchange fed by one and a half cents. Ms Win- 
frey's lawyers are expected to testify that the two 
events were unrelated and that, besides, their client 
has a right to exercise her right to free speech un- 
hindered by ranchers, meal processors or anyone else. 

The very fact that the case is being heard at ail 
testifies to the extraordinary power Ms Winfrey en- 
joys to influence American opinion. Whether her ac- 


cusers have any chance of winning the case or whether 
they will regret having brought it to court at alL draw- 
ing unnecessary attention as it does lo a bovine prob- 
lem that has so far seemingly failed to cross the 
Atlantic, remains to be seen. 

What is dear for all to see. however, is that Ms 
Winfrey's impact on other commercial spheres is enor- 
mous. Dubbed “the most powerful woman in Amer- 
ica” by Life magazine last year, she has demonstrated 
time and again that a word of recommendation from 
her, or even the merest suggestion of approval, can 
have a mightily beneficial impact on sales of books, 
records, films and women's clothes. 

Her word is gold, in part, because no one can ac- 
cuse her of having a financial stake in the products 
she endorses. Worth $414ra (£257m), according to 
Fortune magazine, she is the world’s highest-paid 
entertainer. 

— John Carlin, 
Washington 


Elderly people living in the 
countryside can expert less 
homecare, fewer residen- I J 
tial places and less help 
with their travel costs than 
their urban counterparts. 

The message of a research 
report by the Rural Devel- 
opment Commission, a gov- 
ernment agency, is “Don't 
be old in the countryside.” 

, J, Largely because of the 
way resources are allocated, 
councils in urban areas are 





m 


able to offer many more hours of homecare than those in rural arras: At 
-its xnost 'extreme, in 1 995 Lincolnshire provided only 25 per cent of th&oum- 
ber of houri&service per 1,000 people aged 75 or over. of that provided by • 
Manchester and Wes tmins ter. The report also found rural councils spent : . 
half as much on adult education per bead as inner London boroughs. • ; 
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SAFETY 


Smoke alarm battery warning 


Sean, 12, is the 
youngest father 
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Sean Stewart became the youngest 
father in Britain yesterday when his 
girlfriend gave birth to a healthy 
son. 

Sean, 12 last month, was al- 
lowed to miss school to be at the 
bedside of fats 16-year-old girl- 
friend. Emma Webster, her par- 
ents. Ray and Shirley, and Sean's 
mother, Theresa. The pair, who are 
neighbours at Sharnbrctok, Bed- 
fordshire, were 11 and 15 when 
Emma became pregnant. Sean 
and his mother moved next door 
to the Websteis in November 1996 
and he became Emma's boyfriend 
shortly after that. He is a 7th year 
at Margaret Beaufort School in the 
nearby village of Riseley. Emma 
is studying for her GCSEs - in- 
cluding one in child care - at 
Sharnbrook Upper School. 



Bardot guilty 
of race hate 


Sean Stewart: Shocked at first 


Last summer, Sean said he 
would stand by Emma and be there 
for the baby. “1 was shocked at fiist 
when 1 was told Emma was preg- 
nant but I am all right about it 
now.” Emma said she thought 
Sean hud told her he was the same 
age as she was when they staned 
going out. 

Kate Watson-5myth 


Brigitte Bardot was convicted yes- 
terday of "provoking racial hatred” 
for claiming Muslims would, one 
day, cut the throat of eveiyone in 
France. The former actress, 63, 
convicted of a similar offence last 
year, was fined £2,000 and ordered 
to pay for publishing the judgment 
in three French newspapers. 

Bardot, an animal activist, has 
campaigned for years against the 
observance in France of Islamic 
festivals which require ritual 
throat-cutting of sheep and goats 
but her comments have become 
political, making a connection be- 
tween ritual sheep-killing and the 
seemingly random murders com- 
mitted by Islamic fondamentalist 
terror groups in Algeria. She is 
married to a former official of the 
far-right National Front. 

— John Lichfield, Paris 


The removal of batteries from smoke alarms or failing to replaced ones ■„ 
is partly to blame for a rise in the number of people being killed and 
injured in fires. 

Provisional figures reveal the number of fire deaths in the United King- 
dom has risen from 747 in 1995 to 801 in 1996 - a seven per cent increase. 
Since 1994 the number has risen by about 15 per cent after a decline in the 
previous years. The report notes that although smoke alarms continue to . 
be effective there was a sharp increase in the number of machines that failed . 
to go off In nearly half the cases it was due to the batteries having been 
removed This could be because the owner had become fed up with the 

noise made during false alarms, or because they were dead. 

— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 


TOURIST RATES • 



- 

Australia (dollars) 

— 2.38 

Italy (lira) 

2,883 

Austria (schillings) 

20.49 

Japan (yen) 

20926. 

Belgium (francs) 

60.25 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

229 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.28 

Cyprus (pounds ) 

0.85 

Norway (kroner) 

12.11 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.18 

Portugal (escudos) 

295B0 

France (francs) 

9.76 

Spain (pesetas) 

246.77 

Germany (marks) 

2.92 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.11 

Greece (drachme!) 

462.69 

Switzerland (francs) 

238 

Hong Kong ($) 

1227 

Turkey (lira) 

341 .918- 

Ireland (punts) 

1.15 

USA ($) 

139 
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DEU IM5PIR0IT 3000 266XT 

• INTEL PEHTHHI* PROCESSOR WITH MMX" TECHNOLOGY 266MHZ 

• 13 J3” XGA TFT SCREEN (1024 X 748 RE SOLUTION) 

• 32MB RAM 

• 5120 HIGH PERFORMANCE CACHE 

• 13GB HARD DRIVE 

• 20X CD ROM DHVF 

• EXTRA HSHPEBFOUUIKE 128-OT PCI GRAPHICS 
C0NTR0UH WITH 2MI VIDEO RAH 

- INFRARED C0JMMJNKAJT0N PORT (trDA 1.1 COMPATIBLE) 

« ZOOMED VIDEO SUPPORT 

• 2 CARDBUS PCMCIA TYPE fi SLOTS OR 1 TYPE IR 

• INTEGRATED SYHAPTKS TOUCHPAD 

• MICROSOFT* OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

• EXECUTIVE CARRY CASE ■ 


£2,299 (£2,736.58 


Its the fastest Intel notebook processor even Intel's new 266MHz Pentium® 
Processor with MMX™ technology. Now, just days after its launch. Dell have 
Pentium* incorporated it in the new Inspiron 3000 266XT notebook. A stunningly 
high-tech, high spec system, incorporating a 13.3’ XGA TFT screen, the Inspiron 3000 
266XT is suprisingly affordable. Proof again of the 

advantages of buying direct from Dell. Call the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer* now. And be 
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IN TOMORROW'S INDEPENDENT 

Ann Treneman 
meets America’s 
leading geneticist 
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Senior Tories ‘made 
a deal’ with Chinese 
heroin trafficker 


P*n*ng Red Noise is Centre in Islington, north London, today. The are commanding high prices. A Damien Hirst 

® ntlsh artJsts exhibition also provides the first test of the ‘spin painting 1 -a circular canvas which Hirst 

C ° ntC ^ POrary mari “ t ^ 1 *• t-rgeoning pLJTa^r^^^^S^ 

Art Fair, which opens at the Business Design contemporary art establishment. Many works paint in it - is valued at £35,000 8 


The Conservative Party 
came under increasing 
pressure last night to 
hand back the £1 m 
donation it accepted 
from a heroin smuggler. 
Steve Boggart and Anthony 
Bevins look at fresh details 
of an alleged deal made 
with the Tories. 


The family of Ma Sik-chun, the 
heroin smuggler who gave £lm 
to the Tory Party, yesterday 
claimed that three senior Con- 
servatives knew that the mon- 
ey was given In return for 
“certain commitments’'. 

In a letter to the party ask- 
ing for the money back, Ma’s 
son. Ma Ching-kwan, said for- 
mer treasurers Lord Hambro 
and Lord Harris and the former 
Cabinet minister David Mellor 
were told the donation cam* 
with strings attached. 

Mr Mellor, who was hired by 
the family's newspaper compa- 
ny as a consultant, firmly re- 
jected the claims, while the 
lords declined to comment. 
Meanwhile, William Hague, 
the Tory leader, promised to re- 
turn the cash if it was found to 
have come from an “illegal" 
source. The party's policy is nev- 
er to accept donations with 
attached conditions. 

In the House of Commons, 


the Labour MP Dennis Skinner 
said Ma Ching-Kwan “comes 
from a family of recognised 
heroin-dealers in Hong Kong," 
and said the £lm should be 
given to charity. 

“They [the Mas] did it be- 
cause they wanted the father 
who bad escaped to Taiwan to 
be brought back to Houg 
Kong,’' he said. “They used 
the offices of David Mellor 
and of Chris Patten. They hand- 
ed over the money in the pres- 
ence of the last prime minister.” 

It is understood the Ma 
family hoped the donation 
might smooth the return to 
Hong Kong of Ma senior, 59, 
who has been living as a fugi- 
tive in Taiwan since 1978. He 
jumped bail after being ac- 
cused of involvement in one of 
South-east Asia’s biggest 
heroin and opium rackets 

The family sparked the lat- 
est funding row on Monday 
when ft published details of the 
£lm donation in its Hong Kong- 
based Oriental Daily News. It re- 
produced a Conservative Party 
receipt - numbered A3G885, 
dated 29.6.94- for the donation, 
accompanied by a picture of Mr 
Ma junior, CK Ma, with John 
Major at a Downing Street din- 
ner. It also claimed that the par- 
ty knew the money came from 
Ma senior, the fugitive. 

In yesterday’s edition, it re- 
produced a letter to Sir Brian 
Mawhlnney. then the party 


chairman, dated 1 April 1997, 
CK Ma wrote that his family 
had been a “frequent and ma- 
jor" contributor but that he was 
“concerned that one of these 
contributions for £1.000,000 
was made with certain com- 
mitments that, with a general 
election only a few weeks away, 
and with the uncertainties that 
the outcome ... there appears to 
have been no satisfactory out- 
come to the explicit expectations 
of my family... 

"Various conversations re- 
garding my family’s expectations 
in supporting you party at a dif- 
ficult time in 'its history took 
place with Lord Hambro, Sir 
PhflJLip Harris, Rt Hon David 
Mellor and other senior par- 
liamentary members of your 
party aad there is no doubt in 
my mind that the expectations 
of my family were clearly 
understood by all concerned." 

Mr Mellor issued a brief 
statement saying: “My dealings 
with the Oriental Press Group 
[the Ma family's publicly-quot- 
ed company] were entirely prop- 
er and I would strongly resent 
arty suggestion to the contrary." 

Mr Hague said he had 
blocked all farther overseas do- 
nations when he bad taken over 
from John Major, and be added: 
“We would not accept money 
from illegal sources. If ever that 
turned out not to be the case _ 
then of course the money in 
question would be returned." 


Reforms may force couples to plan 
^ their divorce before they marry 
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Couples will be 
encouraged to reach pre- 
nuptial agreements 
under controversial 
divorce law reforms 
being considered by the 
Government. But, Kim 
Sengupta discovers, such 
agreements already exist 
and judges are 
increasingly ready to 
accept them in court. 


Forms of pre : nuptial agree- 
ments are not new to English 
^ common law. Wealthy families 
arranged settlements for wives 
built into marriage contracts for 
centuries. But all that changed 
in 1848 when in the -case of 
Cocksedge v Cocksedge, judge 
Sir Lionel Shadwell condemned 
the practice for “enticing wives 
to engage in the most atrocious 
conduct”. The Victorian fear 
was that certainty of a settle- 
ment was intrinsically destabil- 
ising to the family as it would 
encourage some wives to stray. 

Now the Lord Chancellor's 
Department is considering 
changes to the divorce laws to 
bring them in line with the 
United States, Canada, Aus- 
tralia and most of the European 
Union mid make pre-nuptial 
agreements legally enforceable. 
There is even the proposal of a 
penalty da use, with those with- 
out an agreement being forced 
to divide marital property 5030 
on divorce. 

The proposed changes are 
also said to have the support of 
a ministerial task force on pro- 
moting the family charred by the 
' Home Secretary, Jack Straw. 
The process of taking out a pre- 
nuptial agreement would, it is 
believed make people think se- 
riously before taking such an im- 
portant step. It would also help 
the Child Support Agency’s ef- 
forts to make absent fathers pay 
contributions to their offspring. 
One minister is reported to 
have declared: “If it stops Sid 
Yobbo from having children, so 
much the better." 


WINNERS AND LOSERS 




A judge in London awarded Maya Flick, wife of Mercedes- 
Benz heir, Mick Flick, SJ per cent ofhis£9m fortune, de- 
spite a pre-nuptial agreement entitling her to much less 




The entertainer Michael Jackson, worth £ 500m, has a 
pre-nuptial agreement with his wife, Debbie Rowe, 
which gives her no rights to a division of his fortune 



Larry Fortensky had a pre-nuptial agreement entitling 
him to about £lm from his marriage to Elizabeth Taylor 


Senior divorce lawyers have 
said that even without the 
change of law, the number of 
couples taking out pre-nuptial 
agreements in this country has 
risen dramatically in the past 
two years. Although judges 
cannot be forced to act ac- 
cording to such agreements, 
they can be used to influence 
their decisions. 

Mr Justice Wilson, an au- 
thority on matrimonial law has 
stated the courts should con- 


sider the merits of the pre-nup- 
tial contract and not be cate- 
goric about rejecting them. 
This was underlined in his judg- 
ment in S r S last year in the 
High Court, when a case was 
sent to New York where a pre- 
nuptial agreement had been 
drawn up and could be en- 
forced, rather than the hearing 
being held in this country as one 
of the parties had wanted. 

However, English judges 
also believe that pre-nuptial 


agreements should be over- 
turned when they are deemed 
to be against natural justice. In 
the case of the Mercedes-Benz 
heir, Mick Hick, and his wife, 
Maya, which was heard in Lon- 
don, the judge awarded Mrs 
Flick 53 per cent of his £9m for- 
tune, although under a pre- nup- 
tial agreement she was only 
entitled to the “equivalent of the 
pension of a German judge". 

Nicholas Mostyu QC, a lead- 
ing divorce barrister, said: “It is 
undoubtedly the case that a lot 
more people are arranging pre- 
nuptial contracts. 1 have drawn 
up quite a few, and the numbers 
have risen significantly in the last 
two years. In most of the cases, 
at least one of the partners is 
non- British, but there also some 
where both partners are British. 
You cannot force a court to en- 
force the agreement, but you can 
influence a court." 

In the public perception pre- 
nuptial agreements are associ- 
ated with the rich and famous: 
The Trumps, Liz Taylor and Lar- 
ry Fortensky. Michael Jackson 
and his wife. Debbie. Mark 
Phillips and heiress Sandy 
Pflueger. However, the less 
wealthy are also increasingly 
considering iL Stephen Arm- 
strong and his Canadian-born 
wife Melinda, who live in Bel- 
size Park, north-west London, 
are drawing up an agreement. 

Mr Armstrong, a 38-year-old 
company director, said: “This is 
purely a fnrm of insurance to 
avoid future unpleasantness, 
although we hope, of course, it 
wiU never have to be used. 1 
have been married before and 
got badly stung at the divorce 
settlement. Bui the idea of the 
pre-nuptial contract in fact 
came from Mel. She has lived 
in the States, and of course it 
is noi at all unusual there.". 

But Julia Cole, of ihe mar- 
riage guidance group Relate 
warned: “Couples who go into 
this may find they have this con- 
tract hanging over them like a 
sword of Damocles ... One 
must also take into account that 
circumstances change during a 
marriage." 



.... \ i • .4 

SIS 










my m 




-.W.T'l'.j 




Bra||/r;T *■' *, 9 f 

‘‘ • ' • : ’ •' ^ \ ‘ I •••. .;y.‘ ~ * " ‘ ' ^ 

,V .V *• -f' ' ’ ; -.•••. . *' *-v -'f '■ /*,* *: ** "* 

'^'V‘ ’•'■T " ^***^*‘^" ■' ^ S "" ‘‘ ^ 


i ■? 

.¥ . .. C - - 



$ m cm 










THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 21 JANUARY 1M8 

4 




4/NEWS 


'.'I -Fi_ 








Where’s the beef? 
In Downing Street 





A cow and her calf gate-crashed 
Downing Street yesterday as 
3,500 fanners converged on 
Westminster to keep up the 
pressure for more help for their 
industry. Farmers have become 
the new militants of British in- 
dustry but ministers have dug in 
their heels against further hand- 
outs after last manth’s£85m of 
extra aid. 

Sir David Naish. President of 
the National Farmers 1 ' Union, 
protested that businesses were 
being “crippled by political dis- 
interest in the plight of rural 
economies". The Prime Minis- 
ter’s spokesman said the Gov- 
ernment could not solve all the 
industry’s problems. “There 
have been difficulties for the 
beef industry." he said. "We 
have done what we can to help, 
but there are limits.” 

Fanners voiced their anger 
during a packed meeting near 


the Commons and later met 
MPs. However the orderly lob- 
by descended into chaos when 
a petition signed by more than 
half a million people was taken 
to Downing Street. 

Police guarding the entrance 
to the street originally barred 
750kg Mayflower and six- 
raonth-old Mayflower m on se- 
curity grounds. But when the 
gates were opened to let in a 
van, there was a surge and 
both cow and calf ended up in- 
side the gates, clearly panicking. 
Eventually they were calmed 
down and followed the delega- 
tion out of Downing Street. 

Jack Cunningham, the agri- 
culture minister, has rejected 
appeals to seek compensation 
of up to £9S0m from the Euro- 
pean Commission to make up 
for the effects on farming of the 
strong pound. 

— Stephen Goodwin 




Moove along there, please: the farmer pulls one way and the Downing Street policeman, enacting policy on the hoof, pulls the other 


Photograph: PA 
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fs good to talk 


Call us NOWon 0800 001 800. 


PREM1ERL1NE COSTS E6 PER QUARTER AND IS RECOMMENDED FOR CUSTOMERS WITH GALL BILLS OVER £45 PER QUARTS'*. FRIENDS & FAMILY OVERSEAS B FREE WITH PREMIEHUNE. MINIMUM CHARGE £8f> PER CALL WITH THESE DSCOUNre. 
BT 25% Off SALE ON BORA CALLS COMBINES WITH COUNTRY CALLING PLANS TO GIVE SAVINGS OF 43% ON QUALIFYING ADDITIONAL CALLS TO THE APPROPRIATE COUNTRY. PRICES QUOTED ARE STS WEEKEND RATE PER MINUTE 



Ulster victims’ 
families beg 
for peace 


Politicians in Northern 
Ireland yesterday sought 
to restore a sense of 
equilibrium to the peace 
process. David McKittridc, 
Ireland Correspondent, 
says they are hoping the 
recent cycle of violence 
has run its course. 


Security patrols, including un- 
dercover activity, ’ have been 
stepped up following the spate 
of attacks which left three men 
dead in a 36-hour period. In all, 
seven have been killed since 27 
December, including five 
| Catholic civilians and two loy- 
alist activists. 

The violence has brought a 
wave of condemnation togeth- 
er with calls for politicians not 
to be deflected from the Stor- 
mont multi-party talks. Moving 
appeals have also been made by 
relatives of the dead for an end 
to the killings 

On Monday the killing of the 
loyalist Jon Gumey by the Irish 
National Liberation Army in the 
morning was followed by the 
kflJing of the Catholic taxi dri- 
ver Lany Brennan that evening. 
Mr Brennan, 52, was engaged to 
a Protestant woman. His 71-year- 
old mother, Mary, said yesterday 
she was sure she would die of a 
broken heart In 1972 one of her 
nephews was killed by loyalists. 

Mr Brennan's sister. Mrs 
F.nish O’Reilly, said she did not 
want anyone else to die, adding: 
“I don’t want anybody to take 
anybody’s life in the name of my 
broiher. All this has to stop. I 
know sometimes when you say 
this people don’t listen - bdt no- 
body is to take any reprisals in 
the name of my broiher. 

“He was engaged to a girl 


who was a Protestant, his best 
friends were two Protestant 
men. He always, thought that if 
he minded his own business and 
didn’t do anybody any harm he 
would always be all right.”" 

The prime suspects for his 
killing are the Ulster Defence 
Association, the paramilitary 
group with which Jim Gumey 
was linked- Security sources 
believe the UDA carried out the 
killing or gave the go-ahead. 

The Sinn Fein president, 
Gerry Adams, accused -the 
UDA of being involved in some 
of the recent killings, alleging 
the organisation had a “ho . 
claim, no blame” policy. Bat he 
would not demand the expul- 
sion of the Ulster Democratic 
Party, the UDAs political wing, 
from the Stormont talks. “We 
have always held the view that 
the loyalists and everybody else 
should be involved in these 
discussions, all of us.” 

The UDP leader, Gary 
McMichael, said in response 
that he had no evidence of 
UDA responsibility for the 
shooting. The Ulster Unionist 
leader, David Trimble, con- 
demned the loyalist violence, 
describing those responsible as 
“criminal fools” who were be- 
ing manipulated by republi- 
cans. “They are doing the wort: 
of republicans.” 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman said Mrs O'Reilly’s 
words had struck- a chord with 
Mr Blair: “He felt she spoke for 
what he feels most people think 
- that this kind of tit-for-tat 
kUHng is horrendous. When you 
have the families saying ‘For 
God’s sake stop’, people will 
hope that may have some influ- 
ence. Our sense is that people 
involved in the talks process want 
that to be the place where all the 
arrangements are put in place.” 


Policeman guilty of assault 


A police sergeant who slapped a I5-vear-old girl he was try- 
ing to search was yesterday found guilty of common assault 
Stephen Piper, custody sergeant at Wood Street Police 
Station. Wakefield, west Yorkshire, said be slapped the girl 
in May last year, but pleaded not guilty to assault Stipen- 
diary magistrate Guy Hodgson said he had used unreason- 
able force. The hearing in Bradford said the girl had been 
arrested when “ranting and raving” while trying to find out 
about her boyfriend, who had been arrested earlier. She was 
placed in a detention room before Sergeant Piper went with 
three other officers to carry out a routine search. Sergeant' 
Piper said he slapped her across the face as she was being 
violent towards him and would not be searched. 


For just £1 per country per month, our new Country Calling Plans give you 25% off calls to that country. 
Together with our Friends & Family Overseas and PremierLine discounts you could save over 40% on up to 
5 nominated numbers. 5 Country Calling Plans from 30 countries can be chosen. 


E.coli butchers fined £2,250 


The butchers business implicated in the world’s worst E.C 0 I 1 
0157 outbreak, in which 20 people died, was yesterday fined 
a total of £2,250 for food hygiene and safely breaches. 

The partnership of John Barr & Son had originally faced' 
four charges and its trial was due to start yesterday at Hamil- 
ton Sheriff Court, near Glasgow. John Bair, his wife 
Elaine, and son Martin, had been due to face three charges 
each relating to alleged breaches of food hygiene regula- 
tions at their shop in Wishaw in 1996. But the charges against 
the three individuals were dropped. The firm pleaded guilty 
to two charges similar to the original four it had faced. - 


PPL Therapeutics 


PPL Therapeutics have asked us to point out that, contrary 
to our headline of 19 January, cloned sheep do not devel- 
op abnormalities. Lambs that were healthy at birth remained 
healthy. The losses of sheep referred to in the article com- 
prised late stage abortion, slfli birth or lambs that were not - 
healthy when bom and that did not survive. 
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s Eirst poet in residence takes verse to all corners 


The BBC has its first 
poet in residence. David 
Lister , Arts News Editor, 
meets the extrovert and 
highly politicised 
versifier who has landed 
the job and who wants 
poetry spread 
throughout the 
corporation and its 
programmes. 


A poei can versify in gardening 
and cookery programmes. 
There can be “a poem from the 
Pulpit" in Songs of Praise. John 
Agard. the BBC’s first poet in 
residence, intends lo put him- 
self about. 

Agard, 49. has already had 
pu blisbed best-selling antholo- 
gies aimed at adults and chil- 
dren. and one collection for 
teenagers. Get Back Pimple. 

Yesterday, he was seconded 
by the Pbetry Society to the 
BBC as poet in residence. The 
Poetry Society has won 
£450,000 of lottery money for 
residencies and placements, 
and alre3cfy has poets in Kew 
Gardens and Marks and 
Spencer. 

Bearded with a pony tail, 
gesticulating expansively, going 
through a range of Caribbean 
dialects and fixing the audience 
with intense stares followed by 
whimsical darting glances, 
Agard is a performance poet 
extraordinaire, us he showed 
in a Poetry Society reading 
yesterday. 

He was one of 30 applicants 
for the BBC post, advertised as 
for Afro-Caribbeans only. This 
is because the main focus of the 
six-month residency costing 
£10,000, wfll be the “Windrush" 
season of programmes to mark 
ihe 50lh anniversary of the first 
500 settlers from the Caribbean 
on the troopship MV Empire 
Windrush in May 1948. 

Chris Meade, director of 
the Poetry Society, saidt “Were 
confident this residency will 
inspire John and the people hell 
be working with. Hell be tak- 
ing poetry to the heart of the 
BBC." 

Steve Pollock, bead of BBC 
Education, added; “As well as 
everything else 1 would expect 
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Poetic exploration: John Agard, the BBC’s first poet in residence, reading his work at the Poetry Cafe in Covent Garden, central London, yesterday Photograph; John Voos 


John Agard wrote the following poem on 
the train from Brighton in East Sussex to 
London yesterday Researching the I9-T8 
wave of emigration from the West Indies 
to Britain, he read a remart by the then 
colonial secretary in the Labour govern- 
ment. Creech (ones, who said: "The; must 
be allowed to land They have British pass- 
ports. There's nothing to aw> about 
They won't last one winter m England" The 
is Agard's response. 


Roll Over Your Rones 
Creech Jones 

/'iv learnt to read between the lines of 
winter 

for footnotes of spring 

and dare to face the draft 
armed with my old ancestral scarf 

Roll over your bone t Creech Jones 

I've lit a black candle in the house 
of an English winter 

sprinkled white mm on altars of snow 

and pussed the microphone to my shadow 

Roll over your bones Creech Jones 


Work in Progress - John Agard 
120 January 1998) 


him to sit in the canteen and 
help those people who feel less 
than enthusiastic and dedicat- 
ed to get their creative juices giv- 
ing. He will be a catalyst for 
creativity." 

Agard wilL it was confirmed, 
have input into programming 
ideas and yesterday he was al- 
ready arguing for poetry spots 
in cookery, gardening and Songs 
of Praise. 

The poet said “There will be 
the occasional workshop for 
BBC staff. But I don’t see what 
I'm doing as therapy. 

“Poetry is often presented in 
the media as something very 
precious. But there’s no reason 
why, if there’s a programme on 
gardening or cooking you can't 
have a poem on gardening or 


cooking. Poetry can be present- 
ed in a much more vibrant way. 
A poem from the pulpit in Songs 
of Praise, for example. People say 
they don't read poetry but they 
seek out their favourite poems 
for weddings and funerals. So 
much of our lives are marked out 
with linear maps. Poetry gives an- 
other map." 

Talking of the Caribbean 
connection and areas for poet- 
ic exploration. Agard. who 
came to Britain in 1977 from 
Guyana, said: “It’s very impor- 
tant that the light has been 
iconised and the dark de- 
monised ... The Caribbean 
diaspora has been a cause of cul- 
tural enrichment. This has got 
to be got across to the people 
of Britain.’’ 


Alan Rickman says RSC is 
I wasting young actors’ talent 


The Royal Shakespeare Company 
has a history of seeing young 
actors through to stardom. But 
one who rose to fame now says it’s 
little more than a production line. 
Dovid Lister , Arts News Editor, hears 
Alan Rickman’s accusations. 

The Royal Shakespeare Company has been 
condemned by its formei star Alan Rick- 
man for neglecting young talent. Its young 
actors are “dropping like flies," he claims. 

The company has a history of nurturing 
numerous future stars -from Diana Rigg, Judi 
Dench and Helen Mirren to Ken Branagh 
and Ralph Fiennes. Rickman himself rose to 
fame with the company’s production of Les 
Liaisons Danggreuses before pursuing a film 
career- he has just directed a film. The Win- 
ter Guest, starring Emma Thompson. 

In the current issue of The Stage maga- 
zine, Rickman says it is a miracle that young 
talent comes through the RSC system. He also 
criticised the company in a talk he gave at 
the National Film Theatre. “It's a factory. It 
has to be. It’s all about product endlessly 
churned ont-not sufficiently about process,” 
he said. “They don’t look after the young ac- 
tors ... People are dropping like flies, doing 
too many shows at once. There ought to be 
someone who helps them develop." He 
went on to express unsought sympathy for 
the RSC’s artistic director Adrian Noble: 
“I remember when Noble was a young fresh 
talent Now he’s weighed down by running 
buildings and finan cial concerns." 

In fact Noble has two productions, 
Shakespeare's Cymbetirte and Ibsen’s Little 
Eyolf, at the Barbican Centre, both of which 
have been acclaimed by the critics. And no 
actors work in more than three productions. 
It can be argued, though, that the RSC has 
not had a blockbuster production for some 
time, and has not been as successful with tick- 
et sales recently as the National Theatre. 

An RSC spokesman said Rickman was 
“out of touch" with the company’s activi- 
ties. It specialised In developing young tal- 
ent. he said, with experts giving actors 
classical skills, voice and movement class- 
es. “Alan Rickman’s premise is entirely 
false," he said. “Over the years, the RSC 
had had a marvellous record in moving on 
talenL Nearly 3 il of the great artists on stage 
and sometimes in film - I’d include Alan 
Rickman in that - have been through that 
‘factory’ that is the RSC. It’s not an accu- 
sation that holds wett. It's fashionable to take 
that line, but it’s patently untrue.” 


COMPANY OF STARS 






V‘. __ _ 


DAME JUDI DENCH is one of many, many 
actors who learnt their craft at the RSC 
before moving to the National Theatre and 
into television and films. She was a 
memorable Lady Macbeth, but she also 
excelled at comedy, notably in Trevor 
Nunn’s 1976 musical of The Comedy of Errors. 
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KENNETH BRANAGH gained his national 
reputation at the RSC, recording in his 
biography how he was “crewed”, hugged by 
the then artistic director Trevor Nunn after 
playing Henry the Fifth. The film of Henry 
the Fifth that he later directed and starred 
In owed much to his time with the RSC. 


HELEN MIRREN was a young, sexy Hermia 
in the company^ seminal 1970 A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, directed by Peter Brook. The 
set was a white box, the fairy king entered 
on a trapeze and the RSC not for the first 
or last time broke the mould. Mirrenk film 
career was just about to take off. 


Play FTSE 
with 

TESSA. 

The Abbey National Stockmarket TESSA returns are 
linked to the FTSE 100 and S&P500 performance. 
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If you have £9,000 to invest for 5 years you can reap the benefits of the Stockmarket TESSA. 

Every month both the FTSE 100 and the S&P 500 rise you'll earn 1.15% tax-free interest on your 
TESSA. In 1997 we saw 7 qualifying months, the equivalent to an annual return of an impressive 
8.33% tax-free. 

If the indices stay level or fall, you won't gain any interest for that month but your capita! and 
any interest gained in previous months is unaffected. Plus, in the month following a fail, performance 
is measured from the new lower level giving you a better chance of growth. 

It's available both to first time TESSA customers and those with a maturing TESSA. 

Drop into your local branch, or call 0800 100 801 (lines are open Monday -to Friday 9am to 5pm 
and Saturday 9am to 1pm), quoting reference A635, if you want to take things further. 

^ ABBEY NATIONAL* 

Because life's complicated enough. 
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Life for men 
who killed 
drug dealers 


The murders of three 
drug dealers in a Range 
Rover in a quiet Essex 
lane led to massive 
publicity. Yesterday, 
their killers were 
convicted at the Old 
Bailey. Kim Sengupta charts 
a tale of drugs, greed 
and retribution. 


At the trial of two of the men 
charged with murdering Par 
Tate. Anthony Tucker and Craig 
Rolfe, prosecutor Andrew Mun- 
day declared the three victims 
“were not angels", but “not with- 
standing their past they had the 
right to live". Yesterday, at the 
Old Bailey, Michael Steele. 35. 
and Jack Whomes. 3b, were 
both given three life sentences for 
the murders -which they denied 
- with a recommendation that 
(hey serve a minimum of 15 years. 

By any social yardstick the 
three drug dealers shot dead in 
a Range Rover on a deserted 
farm track in Essex in Decem- 
ber 1995 were bad men. They 
took professional pride in vio- 
lence, meted out savage beat- 
ings and mairaings, and are 
strongly suspected of carrying 
out at least one particularly 
sadistic murder. Tate, 37. Tuck- 
er, 38, and Rolfe. 26, all of Es- 
sex, made vast amounts of 
money from drugs, often using 
as a network a security business 
run by Tucker which provided 
bouncers for nightclubs m Es- 
sex and east London. One of 
these ciuhs was Ra quel's, where 
the ecstasy tablet which killed 
teenager Leah Betts was bought 
in November 1995. 

Tucker boasted of being a 
friend of the stars. He had act- 
ed as a minder for boxer Nigel 
Benn who said after bis death: 
“I have known him since I 
came out of the Army - it is very 
tragic.” Tucker and Rolfe both 
had minor convictions. Tate 


bad a much more serious crim- 
inal history, induding drugs of- 
fences and armed robbery. 

The trio were well placed to 
take advantage of a tide of nar- 
cotics pouring in from the Con- 
tinent through Essex and East 
Anglia. Ticker and his men were 
not averse to ripping off fellow 
villains. Their violent reputa- 
tion was normally sufficient to en- 
sure others swallowed the losses. 

The feud that led to the 
Range Rover murders at Ret- 
tendon was over drugs. Tate had 
met Michael Steele and Jack 
Whomes while they all served 
time at Hollesley Bay Prison in 
Suffolk. 

In November 1995, Steele 
supplied a consignment of 
cannabis with a street value of 
around £350.000 to Tate. Tuck- 
er and Rolfe. But the quality was 
so poor that Steele agreed to 
lake back the cannabis and re- 
Lum a deposit of around 
£70.000. The money was paid, 
but Tate denied getting it and 
also failed to return one-third 
of the drugs hauL He threatened 
to shoot Steele after making him 
beg on his knees. 

In retaliation, Steele en- 
ticed Tate, Tucker and Rolfe to 
a meeting in the quiet country 
lane on a cold, snowy nigh t with 
the promise of a cocaine con- 
signment. Tate and his friends 
had plans of their own: they in- 
tended to seize the drugs and. 
if necessary, eliminate the couri- 
er. Instead, they were killed. 

At the Old Bailey one of the 
men charged with the mur- 
ders, 31 -year-old Darren 
Nicholls. of Braintree. Essex , 
gave evidence for the Crown. 
He claimed he picked up Steele 
and Whomes after the murders, 
and Whomes had specks of 
blood on his gloves. Steele re- 
portedly said: “They won't fuck 
with us again", and he said he 
had “felt like an angel of death 
- done everyone a favour and 
got rid of the sort of people you 
would not want around". 



Sporting hand: Peterborough United football players admiring some of the works in the Art Treasures of England exhibition at the 
Royal Academy. The club is sponsoring the three-month exhibition Photograph: David Rose 


Diana fund to seek tenders after fees row 


Trustees of the Diana 
Memorial Fund are to put all 
work out to tender. The 
decision follows the row over 
a £500,000 legal bill, says 
Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent. 


The fund trustees publicly thanked 
their lawyers. Mishcoude Reya, who 
will continue to carry out legal work 
uutfl the tendering process is com- 


plete. A spokesman for the firm, 
whose senior partner Anthony Julius 
is also acting chairman of the 
trustees, said it welcomed the news 
and added that it had always advo- 
cated a tendering system for the 
fund. However the spokesman, 
Jonathan Cameron, said there was a 
possibility that the lawyers may not 
bid for future work. 

Misheon, a publicity-conscious 
firm, suffered a public grilling last 
week after a newspaper revealed 
that the firm had charged the fund 


£500,000 since the Princess’s death. 

The company pointed out that Mr 
Julius was working for the fund with- 
out payment and the legal fees were 
discounted by 20 per cent. 

Yesterday the newly enlarged 
board of trustees met and expressed 
confidence in him as interim chair- 
man, though it repeated its intention 
to elect a permanent successor “in due 
course". 

After thanking Misheon for its 
work, the board added in a statement: 
"It is extending procedures for 


tendering for all professional services. 
It will continue to review all charges 
to the fund by professional and oth- 
er providers of services.” 

A fund spokeswoman said the 
statements had been made to “clar- 
ify” the situation following last week's 
publicity. Misheon de Reya would 
continue with its work until the ten- 
dering process began. That would 
start after the appointment of a 
£75*000-a-year chief executive. The 
fund has begun advertising and has 
had more than 300 applications. 
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Boycott fined for 
beating up lover 


Geoffrey Boycott was j^aerday sen- 
tenced to three months* jail suspended 
for five years for assaulting his ex-lover. 
The former Yorkshire and Engand 
batsman" was also fined 50,000 francs 
(£5,100) by the court in Grasse, Ranee, 
for punching Margaret Moore. 

Boycott was not in court; he sent afss. 
saying he was on tour in South Africa. 
Judge-Juando said: “How can we intsr- 
rupt such a noble activity as cricket. 
Boycott should have made an effort to 
be in court, he said. . . 

Mis Moore said they were at a hotel 
in Antibes in October i996 when Boy- 
cott attacked her; she suffered Wade eyes 
and bruising. “He .. . had told me off for 
not making enough money for him.” She 
acted as an agent for him and arranged 
contracts with the BBC and newspapers. 
Mrs Moore told the judge Boycott had 
beaten her on three previous occasions. 




Hypnosis plea fails 


The mother of a young woman who died 
in her sleep hours after being hypnotised 
on stage failed in a High Court bid to 
force a fresh inquest to be held. 

Margaret Harper, 52, launched a 
campaign for a ban on stage hypnosis 
shows after her daughter Shanoo Tabam, 
25, died in 1993. She had been put into 
a trance at the Roebuck pub in Leyland, 
Lancashire. Her heart had stopped due 
to congestion in the lungs from inhala- 
tion of vomit The Lancashire coroner 
Howard McCann recorded a verdict of 
death through natural causes: Mis Harp- 
er challenged the verdict. But Lord Jus- 
tice Simon Brown, sitting with Mr Justice 
Mance, said yesterday there was no re- 
alistic prospect of changing the verdict 
by re-opening the inquiry." 


CID suspensions 


Three more officers from a town’s po- 
lice force which carried out a “zero tol- 
erance" policy on crime have been 
suspended as part of a corruption in- 
vestigation, it emerged yesterday. 

This takes the total number of sus- 
pensions in Middlesbrough CID to sev- 
en officers, with a further four being 
moved from CID to other departments. 

The investigation began in Septem- 
ber last year after two defendants 
changed their pleas at trial In Decem- 
ber, Ray Mallon the head of Middles- 
brough CID, and architect of the 
Cleveland force’s controversial crime pol- 
icy, was also suspended. 


Women unhappy with pregnancy care, survey reveals 


Almost half of women are not 
completely happy with the care 
they receive during pregnancy, 
labour and after the birth of their 
baby, it was revealed yesterday. 

A survey of almost 2d?00 
women in England and Wales 
by the independent spending 
watchdog the Audit Commis- 
sion found that only between 50 


per cent and 60 per cent strong- 
ly agree that the care they re- 
ceived was good. And standards 
in maternity care varied signif- 
icantly between regions. 

For example, in the North, 
36 per cent of women have 
more than 16 antenatal visits 
compared with 41 per cent in 
the South-east who have 10 or 


under. And whereas 15 per 
cent of women in the South- 
west and North-west stay m hos- 
pital six days or more following 
the birth, in East Anglia 23 per 
cent of women go borne with- 
in 24 hours. 

The maternity service most 
likely to be criticised was hos- 
pital postnatal care, the report 


found. Areas of particular con- 
cern were the contradictory ad- 
vice given about breast feeding 
and low staffing levels. 

In common with other stud- 
ies, the survey shows that 
women want more informa- 
tion about their options and 
about the care that is provided 
before, during and after birth. 
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Algeria rejects UN help as stunned 
survivors tell of massacre horror 



A bus bomb killed one and wounded at least 20 in central Algiers yesterday during the Eli delegates’ visit 


The European Union has 
received a humiliating 
rebuff in its cautious 
attempts to reduce the 
bloodshed in Algeria. At 
the scene of one recent 
massacre, which visiting 
ministers were banned 
from visiting, our 
correspondent found 
private horror and public 
deceit. 


Foreign Office minister Derek 
Fatchett. leading a one-day EU 
ministerial trip to Algeria, said 
that the EUs mission to Alge- 
ria bad been an “important 
step”. At the end of a day of 
talks with newspaper editors, 
government ministers and rep- 
resentatives of the official op- 
position. bespoke of “taking the 
dialogue with Algeria further'’, 
after a visit which took place “in 
a spirit of partnership”. And he 
talked of the “European soli- 
darity at the terror and pain" 
of the Algerian people. 

As Mr Fatchett spoke, the 
violence continued. Sixteen 
people were reported to have 
been killed in an attack on a bus 
east of Algiers. In central Al- 


giers, one person was killed in 
a bus bomb yesterday afternoon 
and at least 20 were wounded. 
Authorities, who sharply restrict 
correspondents' movements, 
prevented foreign journalists 
from visiting the scene. 

There could be no hiding the 
fact that the ElTs first attempt 
at mediation in Algeria has 
backfired, even worse than its 
early and doomed involve- 
ment in Yugoslavia. 

Algiers does not want help 
of the kind that the EU is of- 
fering - and the EU is reluc- 
tant to talk tough. Mr Fatchett 
shied away like a bolting horse 
from a questioner who asked 
whether sanctions against 
Algeria might be considered, if 
other methods fail. Looking 
nervously at the Algerian 
deputy foreign minister who 
was sitting beside him. he said 
that the question was “jumping 
a long way down the road”. 

In reality, however, the mis- 
sion signally failed two impor- 
tant tests. Algeria flatty refused 
European requests for a visit by 
a United Nations rapporteur on 
human rights, first proposed last 
year. And the ministers were re- 
fused permission to visit the site 
of a notorious recent massacre 
at Sidi Hamed. less than 20 


miles from Algiers, where it 
would have been possible to 
hear survivors' accounts first- 
hand. 

Mr Fatchett’s official slate- 
mem expressed “regret" at the 
Algerian refusal to allow a UN 
rapporteur to visit, and also at 
the “security and practical rea- 


BY STEVE 
CRAWS HAW 


sons" which had made it im- 
possible to visit Sidi Hamed. 
Some European diplomats were 
more outspoken, however, ad- 
mitting that the delegation had 
in effect been dapped in the face. 

At the massacre site where 
more than 100 people died, the 
nightmare of what happened is 
difficult to grasp - even, it 
sometimes seems, for the still 
dazed survivors. In the village 
video room where the attack 
began at around 8pm on Sat- 
urday 10 January, a blood- 
soaked jacket still lies on the 
floor, together with piles of the 
victims' shoes. A bloody hand- 
print claws at the wall. Seven- 


teen were killed in this room 
alone when a bomb exploded, 
followed by shooting. Still-ban- 
daged surviving children de- 
scribed yesterday how they 
escaped through a window. 

The attack on the video 
room was, however, was only 
the beginning of Sidi Hamed's 
apocalypse. Walk through the 
burm-out ruins of the village, 
and you come on shocked sur- 
vivors. sitting or standing hope- 
lessly in what were once their 
homes. In an empty voice, one 
survivor (nobody here wants to 
give their names) describes 
how his three children had 
their throats cut in this small 
room. His wood-chopping axe 
was used as an additional mur- 
der weapon, and is still splat- 
tered with his children's blood. 

And so it goes on - such 
multiple tales of horror that the 
very act of listening feels like a 
crime. At the cemetery, dozens 
of fresh graves suggest that 
the official death toll of 103 is. 
if anything, understated; many • 
villagers say that around 200 
died. Other bodies are buried 
in cemeteries nearby. 

The villagers' personal hor- 
ror is accompanied by political 
deceit. When you manage to 
find privacy from the armed 


Photograph: AFP 


men who seek to listen in to 
every conversation, villagers 
tell a unanim ous story: that the 
army, which has a base less than 
half a kilometre from the edge 
of the village, did not intervene 
until the massacre was over. 

One man - alerted by his 
teenage son, who managed to 
run away even as his four 
friends' throats were cut - hid 
with his small children in the 
trees outside the vQJage. The 
killings continued for an hour. 
“The army arrived at the edge | 
of the village after a quarter of I 
an hour. But they did not go 
into the village. The terrorists 
stayed for another hour.” 

A generous view is that the 
army was too frightened. But it 
is clear that many in Sidi 
Hamad fear some kind of com- 
plicity. Either way, the gov- 
ernment has done nothing to 
expose the army’s inaction - 
which fits with a pattern of al- 
legations in recent months. 

Villagers always stop telling 
you their story when yet another 
armed man in uniform sidles 
into earshot Most chillingly of 
aft, a policeman declared, after 
overhearing part of one man's 
harrowing story: “I think he’s 
a terrorist-” Why? “Because 
he's still alive.” 
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Castro’s 
historic 
gamble: 
can the 
Pope help 
Cuba 
to come 
in from 
the cold? 


. Fidel Castro is 
preparing his country 
for the papal visit, on 
which the Cuban leader 
Is taking a huge risk 
given the Pope’s anti- 
Corrimuntsrn record. 
Susie Morgan reports 
from Havana. 

The incongruous combina- 
tion of Ca tholicism and Maix- 
wttJ p ninign that epitomises 
Cuba can be seen vividly in 
Havana’s Revolution Square. 

. Against a huge backdrop of 

Che Guevara, the country’s 
most famous revolutionary 
guerrilla icon and martyr. the 
Havana orchestra — complete 
with traditional guitars and 
mara cas and flanked by 
Catholic priests in sumptuous 
robes - is busy rehearsing 
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around the recently built 
chapel for the Pope’s Mass 
here next Sunday. It will mark 
the finale of the Pontiff’s his- 
toric five-day visit to Cuba, his 
first ever to this isolated Com- 
munist outpost with its - by 
now weak- Catholic tradition. 

The visit is seen as having 
enormous political signifi- 
cance, even though the church 
isatpains to stress that the vis- 
it’s purpose is solety spiritual 
and intended to strengthen the 
Catholic Church, not to in- 
volve itself in political matters, 
let alone attempt to topple Fi- 
del Castro. But, given that 
John Paul n is credited with 
having helped end Commu- 
nism in Eastern Europe as an 
indirect result of his appeals 
for freedom and respect for 
human rights, there is conjec- 
ture about the visit’s longer- 
term political repercussions. 


“We hope the Pope s visit 
will reinvigorate the church, 
end the persecution we’ve 
had. the confrontation and 
incomprehension of the 
regime, and allow us more 
space and freedom.” said Fa- 
ther Jose Felix Perez at the 
church of Santa Rita in Mira- 
mar, a Havana suburb, as 
hundreds of coloured posters 
of His Holiness bearing the in- 
scription “hope and freedom” 
were handed out. 

Fervent Caihoh'c Rita Maria 
Grau, a 76-year old architect, 
echoed Fr Perez's hopes and 
elaborated on Catholics’ per- 
secution. describing how be- 
lievers such as herself had 
suffered: “We were banned 
from jobs m the party, pre- 
vented from attending univer- 
sity’ and in my case sacked 
from my job for a while." 

The visit - a huge gamble 


by Mr Castro - is seen as an 
attempt by the veteran revo- 
lutionary to end his country’s 
isolation, gain respectability by 
receiving the world’s moral 
leader and obtain favourable 
publicity (more than 3.000 
foreign journalists, half of 
them from the United Slates, 
have been accredited for the 
visit). He also expects the 
Pope to speak out against the 
longstanding US embargo that 
has bitten deeply into the 
country’s economy. Some an- 
alysts, however, believe he 
needs the embargo as a flgleaf 
to explain the failure of his sys- 
tem and could face greater po- 
litical difficulties if it ended. 

Others believe both Mr 
Castro and the Pope could 
gain from the encounter. “1 
think Fidel can use this visit to 
his advantage, at least in the 
short-term, and that the Pope 


Holy icon: Two Cubans 
paste up a poster of the 
Pope in Havana yesterday. 
It reads ‘messenger of 
love and hope’ 

Photograph: Eric Draper/AP 


can obtain what he wants- the 
strengthening of the Catholic 
church here,” one Cuban an- 
alyst commented. 

This isa key goal given that 
the Catholic church has lost 
some 40 million Catholic be- 
lievers in Latin America over 
the past 10 years, most to evan- 
gelical Protestant movements. 
Bul unique to Cuba, there is 
another very important Afro- 
Caribbeao religion, known as 
Santeria, which was intro- 
duced by African slaves and 
which some experts say is of 
greater importance than either 
of the established Christian 
churches - although many 
Cubans practice both Chris- 
tianity and Santeria. Religious 
analysts say one of the Pope’s 
aims is to reclaim these “pa- 
gan” worshippers. 

To underline the fact that 
there is no conflict between 
Communism and Catholicism 
- and to ensure that the im- 
portant papal visit goes 
smoothly, Fidel Castro has 
been at pains to prepare his 
nation for the event. Last Fri- 
day, he gave a six-hour tele- 
vised address to explain to 
Cubans that he and the Pope 
see eye to eye on many key is- 
sues and to instruct Cubans to 
turn out in force for the mass- 
es to be held throughout the 
country over the coming week. 

A number of older Cubans 
admitted that they found their 
leader's U-turn hard to accept 
but said they would obey his 
instructions. 
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Union threat 
to education 
zones plan 


Leaders of the biggest 
teachers' union 
yesterday threatened to 
block government plans 
to let private companies 
run new education 
action zones. Judith Judd, 
Education Editor, examines 

their fears that 
businesses will rxin state 
schools simply for profit. 

Proposals to allow companies to 
take a leading role in running 
schools are more right-wing 
Lhan anything proposed in 18 
years of Conservative govern- 
ment, the National Union of 
Teachers said. 

Tony Blair and the David 
Blunkett, the Secretary of Stale 
for Education, had misled the 
electorate: there was no thin g in 
the manifesto to suggest that 
Labour would privatise schools, 
according to Doug McAvoy, the 
NUTs general secretary. 

The planned action zones 
will try to raise standards in 
underperforming schools. They 
will have £500,000 a year - half 
from the Government and half 
from business - and will be test- 
beds for educational experi- 
ments. Most will be run by 
local authorities but ministers 
have said that they want around 
five of the 25 zones to be led by 
business. Zones will be able to 
change teachers’ pay and ask 
them to work longer hours. 

The Tory government con- 
sidered the idea of private com- 
panies running schools but did 
not pursue it after Eric Forth, 
a junior education minister, 
went on a fact-finding visit to the 
United States where several 
experiments are in progress. 

Mr McAvoy said: “It is a dis- 
grace that such encouragement 
should come from a Labour 
government Even the last Con- 
servative government did not 
propose going this for. We want 


them to say quite dearly and 
openly that they have no in- 
tention of allowing state schools 
to be run for private profit” 

The union will encourage all 
local education authorities to 
bid to run their own zones in or- 
der to stop business. Several pri- 
vate companies running 
educational services such as 
Nord Anglia, have already ex- 
pressed interest in the zones. 

Union leaders said they were 
not against action zones in 
principle but will insist on con- 
ditions which would emasculate 
government plans. 

Even local authority bids 
will be fought by the union if 
they involve suspending na- 
tional pay scales and offering 
higher salaries to the best teach- 
ers. It will urge governing bod- 
ies to withdraw from zones' led 
by business or from those which 
do not meet its criteria. Indi- 
vidual schools will be able to 
choose to opt out of action 
zones. 

Mr McAvoy said: “Every 
penny available should be used 
to improve provision in our 
schools, not to line the pockets 
of shareholders or owners of pri- 
vate companies. 

“1 have never heard David 
Blunkett openly avow that he 
wants to see taxpayers' money 
intended to run schools going 
instead to private business. 

“People say that Tony Blair 
says in private that he wouldn't 
be too fussed if education au- 
thorities were removed com- 
pletely from local authorities but 
he hasn't said that in public." 

A Department for Educa- 
tion spokesman said: “Sugges- 
tions that education action 
zones represent a step towards 
privatisation of the education 
service are simply untrue ... We 
have always made very dear that 
zones will be run through a part- 
nership - an action forum made 
Up of schools, the local educa- 
tion authority and local and na- 
tional businesses." 







Thirsty work: The Tory leader, William Hague, sinking a pint at the Mawson Arms in Chiswick, west London, yesterday after a visit to the 
Fullers brewery where he warned that a minimum wage would mean either fewer jobs, or a rise in the price of beer Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Review bodies set public-sector pay awards 
above the Chancellor’s inflation limit 


Downing Street has 
received the pay review 
recommendations for 
public-sector groups. 

Colin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says that Gordon Brown 
will be urging the Cabinet 
to limit the cost by 
paying it in two phases. 

The public-sector pay review 
bodies covering more lhan one 
million people, including fam- 
ily doctors and nurses, have 
recommended - higher-than- 


inflation pay awards of around 
4 per cent. 

The Chancellor is seeking to 
keep the lid on public-sector pay 
by urging the Cabinet to limit 
pay rises to the Treasury's 25 per 
cent inflation target. Gordon 
Brown is expected to tell the 
Cabinet that the recommenda- 
tions are too high and. like pre- 
vious years, they should be paid 
in two stages to limit the cost 

The Treasury's tight rein on 
public-sector pay could mean 
disappointing thousands of 
nurses in the National Health 
Service in the 50th anniversary 
year of the NHS. but Tony 
Blair will not seek to overrule 


the Chancellor on a key issue 
such as pay. which would un- 
dermine his credibility. 

Among the public-sector pay 
review bodies which delivered 
their recommendations to 
Downing Street yesterday was 
the report covering doctors and 
dentists. It is expected to go to 
the full Cabinet next week when 
all the reports are in. They in- 
dude nurses and other NHS pro- 
fessions. senior civil servants, 
judges and the armed forces. 

It is understood that most of 
the review’ bodies have ignored 
the warnings by the Chancellor 
on the need to make their rec- 
ommendations affordable. That 


message was reinforced by Mr 
Brown when he called them in 
on the mor ning of his “green 
budget" before Christmas. 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing warned last night that stag- 
ing the payment for another year 
would hit recruitment. “This 
year we have a shortfall for the 
first time of people applying for 
nurse training, and one in four 
nurses will be retiring by the year 
2000. We would be very disap- 
pointed if staging happened for 
a secoQd year." a nurses spokes- 
woman said. 

Whitehall sources said Jhere 
conld not he exemptions-lor 
special groups such as the nurs- 


es. “It’s more complicated than 
that" one source said “The re- 
view bodies were told to stick 
to inflation but they seem to 
think of a figure then add some- 
thing on top." 

The Chancellor reaffirmed 
his determination to stick to a 
tough line on pay only iast 
week, when he warned that 
higher pay could lead to high- 
er interest rates to squeeze in- 
flation out of the economy. He 
has made it dear that he will not 
raid the reserves to fund high- 
er pay. and awards that are high- 
er than budgeted for by 
individual departments would 
lead to cuts in services. 


Islands 
face tax 
inquiry 

The Government last night an-, 
notmeed a review of the finan- 
cial legislation and regulatory 
systems in Jersey, Guernsey 
and the Isle of Man. 

The Home Secretaiy,. Jack 
Straw, said in a Commons writ- 
ten answer that the sir-mouth 
reviewwould.be carried out by 

former senior Treasury official 

Andrew Edwards. 

Its remit will include con- 
sideration of measures for “de- 
terring, investigating and 
punishing financial crime, in-, 
eluding money-laundering and 
fiscal offences”, particularly in 
cases with an international di- 
.mension. - 

Mr Edwards will cany out 
his work alongside officials 
from the Home Office and the 
authorities of the islands. 

He will also be considering 
regulation of die banking, in- 
surance and financial services 
factors and the registration of' 
companies on the islands. 

Lord Williams of Mostyn, 
the Home Office minister with 
responsibility for the Channel 
Islands and Isle. of Man, denied 
that the review was in any way 
connected with the financial af- 
fairs of the Paymaster- Gener- 
al ..Geoffrey Robinson. 

He said it would not affect 
the islands' status as tax havens.' 

*31 is not designed to deal 
with any particular individual 
and it is noi aa inquiry into the 
internal tax regimes of the is- 
lands,” he said. 

The terms of reference set 
out by Mr Straw indnde an as- 
sessment of the “contribution 
made by the current laws and 
systems to the economic well- 
being of the islands themselves 
and of the United Kingdom". 

Mr Straw said in his written 
answer that it was in the islands* . 
best long-term economic inter- 
ests to have a strong reputation 
for effective regulation. 

The three islands are afl in- 
dependent jurisdictions and are 
not part of the UK, although the 
British government does have 
ultimate responsibility for their 


gopd governance. 
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Q: ^What do you get when you 

A: More wool a nicer 


a llama with a camel? 


temperament o 
better s/ze - and a 
hybrid called a ( cama 


Crossing a camel with a 
llama hasn’t been 
possible for 30 million 
years- Now Lulu 
Skidmore, a British 
scientist, has managed 
the feat to produce the 
“cama”. Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor, reports. 


Lulu Skidmore has been trying 
for two years to cross a camel 

and a llama. In mad transatlantic 
dashes, couriers would take a 
package of sperm collected at a 
llama ranch in Mon tana, get on 
a plane in Minneapolis, run 
across Gatwick Airport to catch 
a plane to Dubai, and huny from 
there to the Camel Reproduc- 



Lulu Skidmore: Putting the 
clock back 30 million years 


tion Centre, where a surprised 
camel would be roused at mid- 
night to be artificially insemi- 
nated. The reason for the hurry 
was that the sperm only remain 
potent for 24 hours. However, 
that problem was solved when 
Ms Skidmore, a British citizen 
who is the Centre’s technical di- 
rector - and a world expert in 
camel reproduction - discov- 
ered a zoo across the road bad 
some captive Uamas. Suddenly, 
the problems eased. 

“Ail research has its ups and 
dawns,” said the 34-year-old sci- 
entist yesterday. “But this 
makes it worth ail that hassle.” 

The object of her pleasure is 
Rama, a cross between a male 
camel and a female llama that 


she has dubbed a “cama”. The 
newborn animal has no hump 
(unlike its father) but the short 
ears and long tail of a cameL Ii 
has cloven hooves, like a llama, 
distinct from the single footpad 
of the camel. For now, he is be- 
ing bottle-fed on camel's milk. 

Born exactly a week ago. 
Rama turns back the evolu- 
tionary clock 30 million years, 
to a lime when the common an- 
cestor of camels and Hamas lived 
in North America. 

The ancestors of camels 
made their way to Africa across 
a land bridge over the Bering 
Strait, while those of modem- 
day Uamas headed south. Thus 
the species now occupy totally 
different environments - camels 
in dry, hot environments at sea 
level. whUe the llama family ex- 
ists in the thin air at 20.000ft at 
temperatures as low as -2GC. 

Other crosses such as mules 
and zeehorscs (zebra-horse hy- 
brids) are sterile, though there 
are hopes that the cama will not 
be. Another cross - between a 
female camel and a male llama 
- is due in May or June. The 
work is funded by Sheikh Mo- 
hammed, who uses Dr Skid- 
more's expertise to breed faster 
racing camels. 

At the Equine Fertility Cen- 
tre in Newmarket, Professor 
Twink Allen, who was Dr Skid- 
more's former tutor, said: “If 
[the cama] is fertile, then it 
would mean we have created a 
new species - and given that 
these days we are wiping species 
out daily, that would be a good 
thing. It’s nothing like Dolly [the 
doned sheep] but to have done 
it at aU is a great achievement.' 

Rama, who weighed I2Ibs 
at birth, was slightly premature, 
bom after a gestation of ten and 
a half months. “We hope it will 
have the best qualities of both 
animals,” said Dr Skidmore. 
“Llamas can be useful pack an- 
imals. but they’re a bit flighty 
and silly, whUe camels can be 
stubborn. If you could gel a tem- 
perament between the two. that 
could be very useful.” She said 
the cama should have the prized 
fleece of the llama, but because 
of its larger size it should give 
more wool. 



mm 



Continental 
drift: A 
worker at 
Dubai’s 
Camel 

Reproduction 
Centre with 
the ‘cama’. 
This is a cross 
between an 
Old World 
camel, above, 
and a New 
World llama, 
below Main 
photograph: 
Reuters 
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Farmed drugs a 
step closer after 
cloning success 


American scientists have used 
cloning to produce two 
genetically-identical calves 
which contain extra genes - a 
key step towards “ph arming”, 
the mass production of drugs for 
humans through animals’ 
milk- 

The new development, by 
the team at the University of 
Massachusetts and Advanced 
Cell Technology, is not as rad- 
ical as that which produced 
Dolly the sheep. 

The two calves - named 
George and Charlie - were not 
cloned from an adult cell, as 
Dolly was. They are not the first 
transgenic clones either: the 
Ro slin Institute and PPL. the 
British company which funded 
Dolly's development, have al- 
ready produced Molly and Ral- 
ly, cloned Iambs with a human 
gene, whose milk contains a 
protein helpful to blood 
clotting. 

But Ian Wilmut, of the 
Roslin Institute, said that drug- 
making cows could be more 
valuable, because they produce 
much more milk than sheep. 
“Obviously I’m delighted that 


the nuclear transfer technolo- 
gy is very robust,” be said upon 
learning of the cloned calves. 

“Pbanning" offers the 
promise of farm animals whose 
milk naturally contains useful 
drugs. By cloning them, scien- 
tists could be sure that there was 
no dangerous genetic variation 
between the members of an 
entire flock. 

The calves were bora last 
week at a ranch in Texas. They 
contain two genetic alterations 
- a “marker” gene and one that 
made cells resistant to an 
antibiotic. Those markers have 
shown up everywhere, from 
tbe blood to the spleen to the 
bones. The next step would be 
to produce cloned cattle with 
useful, drug-making genes. 

“It’s not Dolly, but it’s a sub- 
stantial contribution," said Dr 
Caird Rexroad, president of 
the International Embryo 
Transfer Society, where the 
work was announced. “We've all 
been awaiting more information 
on what you can do with cattle. 
A con’ can make a tremendous 
amount of protein.” 

— Charles Arthur 
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Suharto to stand 
again for president 


With their currency plummeting 
and prices soaring, some 
Indonesians have begun speaking 
openly about a change of 
leadership. But, reports Richard 
Uoyd Parry in Banyuwangi, East 
Java, President Suharto has 
announced he is to stand again. 


The Indonesian government's inability to 
reform itself was confirmed again yester- 
day when President Suharto announced, 
as expected, that he will stand once again 
for re-election. 

The announcement was made in 
Jakarta yesterday by Harmoko, the head 
of the Indonesian ruling party. The In- 
donesian rupiah, which has tumbled to a 
quarter of its value since last summer, sank 
farther to 10.600 rupiah to the US dollar, 
just five days after a new agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund de- 
signed to stabilise the financial markets. 
The key index of the Jakarta Stock 
Exchange rose by two per cent, however, 
closing up for the second successive day. 

“President Suharto will accept the peo- 
ple's trust" said Harmoko, who was ac- 
companied during a meeting with the 
president by the Interior Minister, Yogie 
Mehmet and the head of the armed forces. 
General Feisal Tanjung. Their presence 
suggests that President Suharto has the back- 
ing of the political and mfljtaiy establishment 
and after 30 years and six terms in office, he 


remains without a credible successor. 


The majority of the assembly which will 
“elect'’ the president is appointed by 
Suharto himself, and he has never failed 
to win. Barring illness or political collapse, 
it now seems inevitable that he will be reaf- 
firmed as president In March. 

In the last three weeks, the country’s 
financial and economic crisis has quickly 
become a political one as Indonesians have 
begun to speak with unprecedented open- 
ness about the need for a new leader to deal 
with the country’s plummeting currency and 
soaring prices. At 76, and in uncertain 
health. President Suharto is the object of 
increasingly direct criticism about his mis- 
handling of the economy, his tolerance of 
corruption, and the business favours which 
he bestows on his family. 

As the rupiah has shr unk in value, in- 
creasing numbers of companies have be- 
gun to default on their loans from foreign 
banks - according to some analysts most 
Indonesian firms are now technically bank- 
rupt. And last week came the first signs of 
social unrest caused by the economic cri- 
sis. as shops in the province of East Java 
were attacked and burned by crowds 
demonstrating against the rising cost of rice, 
sugar and cooking oil. 

But Suharto’s most important loss of 
support appears to be among ordinary In- 
donesians. Now he seems helpless - the 
spectacle of the aged leader watched over 
by the IMF chief, Michel Camdessus, as 
he signed fast week's agreement, was sym- 
bolic of his loss of authority. Numerous 
public figures, including the deposed op- 
position leader. Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
have called for him to step down. 



Convenience stone: Customers let the electric trolley take the strain as they shop .at their leisure in a supermarket in thenortlv-eastegfi ^ 

increasing number of new store chains to attract shoppers Phocpgrapn. at? • 


Shenyang. The hi-tech cart is one of the latest gadgets used by an ir 
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Cook’s concern for 
jailed dissidents 


China has told Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, that it can- 
not identify two of the names on 
the European Union's list of a 
dozen jailed dissidents on whom 
information has been request- 
ed. Mr Cook yesterday raised 
the list over a Peking duck 
lunch with Wing Yingfan, a 
vice-foreign minister, but the 
Chinese side offered no updates. 

“I pressed in particular for 
information on [former stu- 
dent leader Wang Dan] and on 
two of the other cases on which 
we received no information 
when we last tabled this list. I 
was told that we could receive 
updated information, although 
it was put to me that the two 
where no information had been 
provided were two where it was 
difficult to trace them by their 
name,” he said. 

China has had the list for 
some tune without informing 
the EU that it needed more de- 
tails to trace the two cases. Mr 
Cook said be would ensure 
that “more reliable ways of 
identifying those two" were 
passed to the Chinese.-* 4 ! very 
much hope we will achieve a 
more satisfactory level of in- 
formation and understanding 
about those cases and that we 
may secure the early release of 
some of them," he added, but 
did not give the names of the 
dissidents in question. 

Nor was there any indication 
that he had any more general 



Wang Dam No signs of 
freedom in near future 


substantive response. “1 can't say 
I had any indications on when 
any of the 12, including Wang 
Dan, may be released." Mr 
Wang, 28, is serving an 1 L-year 
jail sentence for subversion. 

Winding up his 24-hour vis- 
it to Joking, Mr Cook hailed the 
“new life” in Britain's rela- 
tions with China, while also 
stressing that he had raised hu- 
man rights issues in all meet- 
ings, including yesterday’s with 
President Jiang Zemin. 

He said it was “gratifying for 
Britain” that China chose his 
visit to announce that it wel- 
comed a visit by Mary Robin- 
son, the United Nations 
Human Rights Commissioner, 
and that this “does recognise 
our interest in human rights and. 
our leading role in it”. 

— Teresa Poole, Peking 


Law suits will, 
not tarnish Bill, 
says Hillary 


First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton said attacks on 
President Bill Clinton, 
such as Paula Jones’ lawr 
suit, would not tarnish his 
legacy. She also urged peo- 
ple to “take a deep breath 
and think hard” about su- 
ing for political reasons. 

“I’m confident that my 
husband’s place in history 
and his contribution to 
this country is going to far 
outweigh arty of the attacks 
that have been made on 
him.” Mis Clinton said. 

She compared the 
Jones case to Whitewater, 
which she expected would 
“probably stagger on, be- 
cause there’s no incentive 
for it to end”. 

“Using the legal system 
as a political weapon is 
something' that ... you 
could find periodically in 
American history, but 
certainly not with the 
intensity that you’ve seen 
it in the last few years,” she 
said. 

The first lady’s com- 
ments were the latest in a 
series of radio interviews 
this week in which she was 
asked to react to her hus- 
band's deposition last 
weekend in Mrs Jones' 
sexual harassment suit. 

— AP, Washington 


Atom ship 
protest 


A freighter carrying some 
30 tonnes of reprocessed 
nuclear waste back to 
Japan will leave the French 
port of Cherbourg today, 
the French nuclear firm 
Cogema said. 

Environmental groups 
say the waste shipment 
will for the Gist time pass 
through the Panama 
Canal, posing a threat to 
those living nearby, but of- 
ficials of state-owned Co- 
gema refused to confirm or 
deny the route to be fol- 
lowed by the British- 
flagged freighter, the 
Pacific Swan , Cogema will 
disclose the route tomor- 
row after the boat has left 
France, the officials said. 

On board the vessel 
when It leaves Cherbourg 
will be roughly 60 half- 
tonne logs of recondi- 
tioned nuclear waste 
sealed in stainless steel 
canisters. Japan, which 
lacks the facilities for re- 
processing spent nuclear 
fuel, relies on Britain and 
France to reprocess the 
hazardous material. 

— Reuters, Paris 
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Wanted: a tough new law to promote women 


The Blair government 
was yesterday challenged 
to introduce a ‘super 
law* aimed at giving 
women a fast track to 
equality. Barrie Gement, 
Labour Editor, explains 
that ministers and 
employers may want to 
temper justice with 
considerations of cost 
and potential conflict. 

The Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission yesterday called for a 
lough new law which could 
force employers to promote 
women where they bad been the 
victims of discrimination. 

Under the proposals, in- 
dustrial tribunals could also 
demand that women were tak- 
en back into jobs where they 
proved they were dismissed be- 
cause of gender bias. 

In a report issued as part of 
a three-month consultation ex- 
ercise, the commission argues 
that employers should be or- 
dered to continue to pay com- 
pensation as long as they refuse 
to take corrective action. At the 
moment, tribunals can only or- 
der a “one-off” paymerfi to the 
aggrieved party. 

While employers may con- 
tend that such a law would 
constitute a considerable bur- 
den and lead to conflict at the 
workplace, the Government 
may prevaricate over the EOCs 
main proposal for legislation, 
which it wants to be introduced 
during this parliament. It is 
demanding a single "equal 
treatment” Act which would 
give women a fast track to 
equality. Given that women's 
earnings are just 80 per cent of 
men's, such legislation could 
lead to claims worth bill ions and 
ministers may feel the need to 
phase in such a provision. 

Kamlesb Bahl, chairwoman 
oT the commission, said legis- 
lation was a "mess and a night- 
mare”. with more than a dozen 
British laws plus European di- 


rectives. There was an urgent 
need for a review and a major 
overhaul, she said. 

In some cases, it took more 
than a decade for women to 
claim equal pay and with preg- 
nancy and maternity statutes 
were complicated and contra- 
dictory and were a disincentive 
to the employment of women. 

The commission's chair- 
woman argued that equal op- 
portunity was a fundamental 
right and that both the Gov- 
ernment and employers would 
see the legitimacy of a review. 
A new law would save them mil- 
lions of pounds in legal fees and 
address employer’s demands 
foT “clarity*, she said. 

The consultation paper, 
which will go to all interested in- 
dividuals and organisations,, 
calls for a fundamental change 
from the emphasis on fighting 
discrimination to promoting 
"the positive right to equal 
treatment”. Commissioners 
would make employers re- 
sponsible for promoting equal 
opportunities - another possi- 
ble bone of contention - and ex- 
tend protection to include cases 
involving sexual orientation and 
"gender reassignment". 

A suggestion that might con- 
cern the armed forces, howev- 
er, is the contention that sexual 
discrimination laws concern- 
ing Lhe military should be 
amended. At the moment, the 
forces are allowed to discrimi- 
nate in cases where they believe 
“combat effectiveness” could be 
impaired by ensuring equality. 
Ms Bahl believes that the only 
factor to be considered in re- 
cruitment or promotion is 
whether the candidate has the 
relevant experience, qualifica- 
tions and abilities. 

Ms Bahl acknowledged that 
there had been significant 
changes in society since the 
current legislation was drawn up 
more than 20 years ago and that 
men sometimes now felt they 
were victims. In particular the 
commission was investigating 
the academic under-achieve- 
ment of boys. 



Fight against injustice: Pam Enderby took more than a decade to win her claim for equal pay 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


‘ After more than a decade of fighting for equality ; my friends 
are still wanting to know when the drinks will be on me’ 


Pam Enderby became aware of the 
injustice of her position 1 1 years ago. 
After huge legal fees expended by 
the Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion and her union to win her equal 
pay - and a similar amount expended 
by the National Health Service to 
deny her extra money - she is still 
waiting for compensation. 

Last summer it was finally agreed 
that as a speech therapist in the 
health service her work was of equal 
value to that undertaken by phar- 
macists and psychologists. 

“After more than a decade, my 
friends are still waiting to know when 
the drinks will he on me." she said. 


Ms Enderby. 47, was paid con- 
siderably less than her male col- 
leagues. As head of her hospital 
department, she found she was un- 
der very similar pressures to them. 
In fact she had a larger staff and a 
wider area of research to cover 
than her opposite number in Lhe psy- 
chology department. 

Part of her difficulty has been that 
she was invoking law which means 
women who perform work of “equal 
value” to men should be paid the 
same. This law is something of a 
minefield. It is easier - hut not with- 
out difficulty - to win equal pay for 
the same job. 


The concept of equal value is 
fraught with difficulty and the NHS 
decided to exploit the problems to 
the full. However, 1.200 other cases 
hinge on the Enderby judgment and 
it could cost the health service £30m 
in hack pay and legal costs. The EOC 
and the MSF union have been land- 
ed with a legal bill in excess of 
£ 100 , 000 . 

Ms Enderby s case, according to 
l he commission, is a shining example 
of the Byzantine nature of present leg- 
islation and the urgent need to reform 
it. She has since left the health ser- 
vice to become professor of com- 
munity rehabilitation at Sheffield 


University. “The problem with a lot 
of female professions is that there 
is a ‘ceiling’ that is not the case in 
male dominated professions. Men 
were always expected to have a ca- 
reer.” 

Her new job uses her expertise 
in speech therapy; but many of her 
colleagues have to leave the spe- 
cialism to go into hospital manage- 
ment. She believes there is a 
potential for change under the pre- 
sent government. “It was obvious 
that under the previous adminis- 
tration there was an absence of po- 
litical will. Every obstacle was put in 
one's way.” — Barrie Clement 


The home 
working 
revolution 
has stalled 


The brave new world where most of us 
were expected to work at home in front 
of a computer has not happened. 

In the 1980s it was estimated that 
around half the labour force could be- 
come “teleworkers”. Yet little over a mil- 
lion people are estimated to work from 
home, and many are in low-paid, un- 
skilled jobs owing little to technology. Ap- 
parently only 6 per cent of organisations 
have such arrangements, according to a 
report out yesterday. 

Many industries were simply not suit- 
ed to teleworking and some managers 
were suspicious of the whole idea. There 
seemed to be problems of "ignorance, 
mistrust and envy" among both managers 
and colleagues and a belief that home- 
workers were “getting away with some- 
thing”. the report said. Not ail employees 
had the requisite self-contained person- 
ality, the “understanding partner” or the 
spacious homes to deal with it. 

Interviews with 62 home-workers, 
mostly professionals and managers, 
showed work-related stress was reduced 
but famil y problems were exacerbated, 
the researchers. Dr Yehuda Baruch and 
Professor Nigel Nicholson, said. They 
found nevertheless that an overwhelm- 
ing majority felt that working from home 
made them better performers and want- 
ed to continue. Most of the sample bad 
volunteered to work from home with only 
1 in 10 saying it had been imposed on him 
or her. 

The study. Home, sweet work: re- 
quirements for effecthe home-working, 
sponsored by Sun Life Assurance, found 
there was a clear need for self-manage- 
ment and seif-discipline among such 
workers. Extroverts could suffer “social 
deprivation” from the absence of work- 
mates, it said. 

While the authors acknowledged ad- 
vantages in home-working, they ex- 
pressed concern about the creation of an 
“autistic society” in which a lack of con- 
tact with others might render telework- 
ers less able to deal with strangers. 
Teleworking might be for “the few rather 
than the many”, they said. 

— Barrie Clement 
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Herald House Hotel Rve Lakes Hotel Golf and Country Club 

Dear Reader, 

Have you been on a city break in the last S2 months? If so, then we would like to hear from you. 

By filling in the questionnaire you have the chance to win a UK City Break at one of the following hotels: Five Lakes Hotel. Golf & Country Club. Maklon. Essex, are offering a two night ‘Pamper time’ stay in an en-suite room with English breakfast. The pampering 
includes massage, facial and manicure with an evening meal from the table d'hote in the award winning Camelot restaurant. Or have a weekend break in the Minocel Herald House Hotel in a double or twin room with a full English breakfast where you can take ad- 
vantage of their courtyard bar and acclaimed restaurant. The hotel is situated in the heart of Edinburgh only a few minutes walk from Princes Street. Offers are based on two people sharing and subject to availability and confirmation by the hoteL Winners to be 
drawn at random. 

Please send your completed questionnaire to: City Break Questionnaire, Freepost 13583, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London, EI4 SDL, to arrive no later than 31st January 1998 


I • How many city breaks holidays in the UK have 
you had in the fast 12 months (excluding visits to 
ramify and friends)? 

None (go to Q3) 5) 


None (gp to Q3) 

One 

Two 


Three 3 
Four+ 4 


8. Regarding your choice of accommodation, how 
would you rate the following in order of importance 
with I being not at ail important and 5 being very 
important? 


And which cities in the UK did you stay in? 


London on I occasion 6) I Cardiff 7) I 

London on 2+ occasions 2 Edinburgh 2 

Bath 3 Leeds 

Birmingham 4 f^** 3 ** * 

Brighton 5 Manchester 5 

Bristol 6 Stretford 6 

Cambridge 7 York 

Canterbury 8 

Other - please state 

3* How many city break holiday abroad have you 
had in the last 12 months (excluding visits to tamiiy 
and friends)? 

None (go to Q 5) 8) 0 Three 3 

Two 2 

4. Which cities abroad did you visit? 

Amsterdam 9) I York 10) I 

Barcelona } i 

Berlin J 4 

Dublin 4 J£2» l 

Madrid 5 Ven,ce | 

Other - please state 


Price/deal 

Picture in brochure/paper 

Type of hotel 

Location 

Facilities 

Other 


2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 


9. What was the cost in total per person? 


13. Which of the following do you use for infor- 
mation about what to do on your city break? 

Guide book 25) I 

Tourist information 2 

Newspaper articles 3 

Advice from friends 4 

Television holiday programmes 5 

Ocher - please state 8 


14 • Have you ever been on any of the following 
holidays within the UK in the last 12 months? 


ABOUT YOU 


45-54 4 

55-64 5 

65+ 6 


Working status 
36) Full timi 


£50 or under 
£51- £150 
£151 -£250 


£251 -£350 
£351 + 


10 What was the main method of transport to 
your last city break destination? 


Health farm 26) I 
Boating 2 

Other. 3 


Golf 

Murder mystery 


Full time (30hrs+ per week) 

Part time 

Studying full time 

Unemployed 

Retired 

Not working 


Own car 21 ) I 

Hired car 2 

Ferry /hovercraft 3 

Other - please state— 


Rail 4 

Air 5 

Coach 6 


. 15 .- Have you eve 

ing in The Independ 
regarding a holiday? 

27) Yes l 


Have you ever responded to any advertis- 
‘he Independent or Independent on Sunday 


Do you have a degree? 

37) Yes 1 


No 2 

Residential area 

London 38) 1 

South/SE 

5 

Wales 39) 1 

East Anglia 2 
North West 3 

South West 

6 

Midlands 2 

North/NE 

7 

Scotland 3 

N Ireland 4 

Ireland 

8 

Abroad 4 


New York 

Paris 

Prague 

Rome 

Venice 


5 . Thinking about the last city break you took, wa 
it in the UK or abroad? 

UK ID I 2 

6» How many nights did you spend away? 

I-I w ’ 5+ 3 

3-4 2 

7 . And what type of accommodation did you stay 
in? 

. 4-5 star hotel 13) ^ Bed arv^breakfast 5 

ftjtaSF 3 Youth hostri J 

Other - please state — ■ — 


1 1 • From the following list choose the three most 
important factors influencing your choice of city 
destination. 


Price 

Museums/places of historic interest 

Nightclubs 

Shopping 

Theatres/shows 

Restaurants/food 

Distance from home 

Country , . 

Recommendations from friends 

Newspaper article 

TV programme 

An event in the city 

Other - please state - 


16. Which of the following national quality 
newspapers do you read during the weelc 
(ie. Monday- Friday) and on a Saturday? 


Daily Telegraph 
Financial Times 
The Guardian 
The Independent 
The Times 


turday? 


Mon-Fri 


THANK YOU 


■ Please fill in your details if you are entering the 
; competition. 

i 

i 

i Name 


29) I 
2 

3 

4 

5 


| Address 


.Postcode — 




12 . How did you book you last city break? 

Through a travel agent 24) I 

Teletext , 

Telephone direct to company J 

Through a newspaper ” 

Through a magazine J 

Other - please state - - ° 


17. And which of the following quality Sunday 
newspapers do you read almost always (A/A), 
quite often (Q/O), only occasionally (0/0) or 
never? 


A/A Q/O 0/0 Never 


Independent on Sunday 30) I 

Observer 31 ) 2 

Sunday Telegraph 32) 3 

Sunday Times 33) 4 


i Evening telephone number. 

i Please tick the box if you would not be willing to . I I 
i help u$ with any research in the future. I 1 

j 

j For your free copy of Minocel GB and Ireland Guide, plus 
i a 10% discount voucher. Send your name and address, 
j marking your request “The Independent” to Minotel 
j GB Ltd. 37 Springfield Road, Blackpool. Lancs, FY| 2FZ. 








Qantas 
introduces 
the Six-Stop 
Ticket, 
£ 1053 * 

E.g. London - Bangkok - 
Singapore - Cairns - Auckland - 
Fiji - New York+ - London 

With a Qantas Global Explorer Ticket you can 
fly to AustraJia or New Zealand via six different 
destinations in Asia, South Africa. North America, 
die South Pacific and Australia. For those of you 
looking for fewer stops, we have fare packages 
starting at £660. All fares are valid on Qantas 
and British Airways flights. 

For more details call 0345 747 300. 

* Includes all passenger taxes on this route. 

VWkJ 16/4/98 - 3 0/6/98; See )nxir travel agent or tall 
Qantas telesales for information on other seasonal prices. 

Afl feres subject to availability. 

+f^i - New York operates via Los Angeles. 
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Germans demand return of ‘stolen’ art 


Germany’s Wuppertal 
museum is claiming the 
French stole 16 works of 
art at the end of the war 
- including a Renoir. The 
French insist they were 
bought fairly by the 
Vichy regime. John Lichfield 
reports on a startling 
reversal of roles. 


A German museum is de- 
manding the return of 16 works 
of ait which it cl aims were 


seized by French troops at the 
end of the Second World War. 

The formal request, by the 
Von de Hcydt Museum in 
Wuppertal, near Bonn, has 
been frostily rejected by the 
French authorities. “It is like 
bumping into granite.’' says 
the museum director, Sabine 
Fehlemann. 

Paris does not deny that the 
works, including a sketch by Au- 
guste Renoir and two paintings 
by Eugfcne Delacroix, were 
“repatriated" from rhe Wup- 
pertal museum in 1945. It does 
not deny that the paintings 


were purchased, openly and 
legally, bv the German museum 
in the Paris an market during 
the war. 

But the French government 
points out that the franc had 
been steeply devalued from 
1940, on Nazi orders, and Vichy 
France had been forced to pay 
large sums in “reparations" to 
Hitler's Germany. As a result, 
German buyers were flush with 
francs and able to buy French 
art-works at absurdly low “real” 
prices. By an edict of the pro- 
visional de Gaulle government 
in London in 1943, ratified by 


the French parliament after 
the war, all purchases made un- 
der the German occupation 
were declared null and void. 

Ms Fehlemann, whose de- 
mand has been reported en- 
thusiastically in tite German 
press, refuses to accept this 
logic. “Exchange rates go up, ex- 
change rates go down," she 
told the French newspaper, 
Liberation. “Since Jews are hav- 
ing their property returned to 
them, why can't we have ours?" 

Comments of this kind have 
produced suggestions that the 
museum director is anti-Se- 


mitic or acting from some sort 
of far-right or neo-Nazi politi- 
cal motives. 

Ms Fehlemann testily re- 
jects such accusations. She 
points out that she is, herself, 
. a quarter Jewish and that Ger- 
many also suffered artistic dev- 
astation in the Nazi period. 

Her own museum, she says, 
had 180 works of art confiscat- 
ed by the Nazis as “degenerate 
in I937-SL It then lost another 
80 works, including 36 paintings 
after the Allies invaded Ger- 
many in 1945. Some of these 
works, she insists, were pur- 


/ere pillaged me* &st tyfte 

Ssand then by the Allies^ 
Other German musems and 
rt collections have declined to 
oflow Ms Fehlemann's lead so 
ar. The German government 
hMT initiative but 


sit supports nci ^'“ 7 - 
inwillmg to press.the case ch- 
jtly with the French author- 
Js. Fran^oise Cachin, director 
french national museums, 
cameo ted: “Quite honestly, I 
r,'t see how it would be in 



Trouble browing: Smoke rises from the central craters of Mt Etna in Sicily yesterday. Since 10 January Europe’s tallest active volcano at 3,300 meters has been 
shaken by more than 100 small earthquakes. Etna’s last eruption was six years ago but fears are rising of a major activity Photograph: Fabriao VIlla/AP 


Turkey’s Islamists 
try deal to lift ban 


Turkey's Islamists have offered 
to ease their opposition to con- 
servative Prime Minister Mesut 
Yil m az’s coalition in an effort 
to water down a court ban on 
the Islam-based Welfare Party, 
government MPs said yesterday. 

“They said they would 
change the tactics they have 
used until now. That is. they 
won’t block parliament and 
present motion after motion to 
impede the passage of laws." 
said Ugur Aksoz, a senior 
member of Mr Yilmaz’s Moth- 
erland Party. 

He added that the Islamist 
leader, Necmettin Erbakan, 
made the offer to Mr Yflmaz at 
a meeting on Friday just before 
the constitutional court banned 
Welfare on charges of threat- 
ening the secularist constitution. 

The Turkish press says Mr 
Erbakan wants the govern- 
ment, a minority coalition of left 
and right, to help Welfare avoid 
the worst of the ban in return 
for the Islamists calling a 
parliamentary truce. 

The court also threw Mr Er- 
bakan out of parliament and 
banned him from political lead- 
ership for five years, though the 
ruling does not come into force 
for at least two weeks. 


“The nation has the will 
and common sense to correct 
these mistakes. 

"The place to correct these 
mistakes is parliament." Mr 
Erbakan told a meeting of 
party MPs yesterday. 

Mr Aksoz said Welfare had 
made no specific demands of 
the government but had urged 
cooperation on deraocratisation 
reforms that could prevent a fu- 
ture Islamist party from suf- 
fering Welfare's fate and help 
Mr Erbakan stay in parliament 

“They said they would vote 
with us to pass whatever law was 
proposed to improve democ- 
racy and freedom," Mr Aksoz 
said. 

Mr Erbakan later said he 
had also proposed coopera- 
tion in pressing through much- 
needed economic reforms. 

“If a programme of lifting 
the barriers of economic de- 
velopment of the country is in- 
cluded within this framework of 
cooperation ... the country will 
gain a great deal. 

“We discussed this pro- 
gramme with the other parties 
and we saw that all of them 
nurtured the same desires,” 
Mr Erbakan said. 

— Reuters, Ankara 


Italian MP escapes arrest 

MPs in Italy yesterday voted against allowing the arrest of 
a former defence minister and lop aide of former prime min- 
ister. Silvio Berlusconi. Milan prosecutors suspect Cesare 
Previti of corrupting Rome judges with a slush fund allegedly 
set up hy Mr Berlusconi. Five months ago, they asked for 
Mr Previti' s arrest because they insisted there was a danger 
he could tamper with evidence. But the Chamber of 
Deputies refused to lift Mr Previti’s immunity against arrest 
Earlier this month the chamber's justice commission rec- 
ommended voting against lifting immunity of the deputy, from 
Mr Berlusconi's conservative Forza Italia party. 

— AP, Rome 

Jospin rebuffs jobless 

The embattled French Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, 
vowed yesterday there would be no U-turn in bis Socialist- 
led government's policies on employment, Europe and pub- 
lic spending. Mr Jospin, facing a protest by the unemployed 
which began five weeks ago. said the government would not 
raise taxes or inflate the budget deficit to meet demands for 
an increase in welfare benefits. — Reuters, Paris 

Killer attracts Disney 

Disney film producers has bought the rights to do a remake 
of the Polish movie Ktier, which topped Poland’s box office 
charts at the end of last year. Janusz MachulskL who wrote 
and directed Ktier. said Disney is paying $600,000 (£375,000) 
to do the English-language remake. 

Ktier. which translates to killer in English, was made for 
only 1.8 million zloty (£312,500). It has sold more than 1.6 
million tickets in Poland and earned 13.4 million zloty since 
its release in October. The film is a comedy about a kind- 
hearted taxi driver who is mistaken for a serial murderer. 

— AR Warsaw 


Netanyahu gets 
a frosty reception 


President Bill Clinton met the 
Israeli prime minister, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, in the White 
House yesterday. But no one 
seriously believes the meeting 
will yield any substantia] 
progress towards peace be- 
tween Palestinians and Israelis. 

The atmospherics sur- 
rounding the White House 
meeting served only to illustrate 
just bow far apart the US and 
Israeli visions for peace in the 
Middle East remain. President 
Clinton and Mr Netanyahu did 
not dine together, they did not 
hold a joint press conference, 
they did not even appear in pub- 
lic together. 

“We’re treating him like the 
president of Bulgaria," a Clin- 
ton administration official told 
the Washington Post. “Actually." 
the official added, referring to 
a scheduled Bulgarian visit to 
Washington next month, “I 
think Clinton wiU go jogging 
with the president of Bulgaria, 
so that's not fair.” 

As for the Israeli leader, his 
main objective in visiting Wash- 
ington appears to have been to 
shore up right-wing support 
for his policies in the US. On 
arriving in Washington on Mon- 
day night he headed straight for 


a rally of right-wing Christians 
presided oyer by Jerry Falwell, 
founder of the Moral Majori- 
ty. Mr Netanyahu arrived to a 
thunderous ovation at the ho- 
tel where, the rally was held. . 

“Benjamin Netanyahu is the 
Ronald Reagan of IsraeLT en- 
thused Mr FahvelL, an enemy of 
President Clinton’s so vicious 
that be accuses him of having 
dealt in narcotics and of having 
been involved in the death of 
Vincent Foster, the former 
While House official who com- 
mitted suicide. “I love demoo 
racy, and Israel is the only true 
democracy in the Middle East," 
Mr Falwell declared. 

Mr Netanyahu, pointedly 
referring to his critics in the 
Clinton camp, told the Falwell 
faithful that the Jewish people 
were being “vilified and scorned 
and misrepresented". “There is 
no peace of weakness,” he 
added, to resounding applause. 

The weakness to which he" 
referred would involve suc- 
cumbing to White - House wish- 
es and abiding by the 
land-for-peace formula which 
was the basis of the Israeli- 
Palest Lnian accord signed in 
Oslo in 1993. 

— John Carlin, Washington 


Havel takes 
third crown 

Prague’s “philosopher king" 
bounced back from cancer, 
scandal and political in- 
trigue to daira his crown for 
the third time - but not 
without a few alarms. 

Vaclav Havel, spiritual 
leader of the Velvet Revo- 
lution of 1989, was due to 
be acclaimed as president 
last night by the Czech par- 
liament but he failed to win 
an absolute majority in the 
first round of voting. He was 
10 votes short in the lower 
house and two in the Sen- 
ate, but the two other can- 
didates did not gain enough 
support to advance to a 
second round, leaving him 
to march on unchallenged. 
— /mre Karnes, Bonn 



to. 


Name put to ‘Unknown Soldier’ 


The Pentagon is preparing to 
disinter the corpse of the Viet- 
nam War's Unknown Soldier 
and subject it to DNA identity 
tests after it emerged that the 
soldier might not be unknown 
at all. 

According to a report on 
CBS television, the body ap- 
pears to belong to Lieutenant 
Michael Blassie, a highly dec- 
orated young Air Force pilot 
whose aircraft was shot down 
over Vietnam in May 1972. 

CBS said the airman's skele- 
tal remains were found on Oc- 
tober that same year along with 
an identity card hearing Lt 
Blassie's name. But the Penta- 
gon told his relatives at the end 
of 1972 that he was missing, pre- 
sumed dead. Suspicion arises 
that the United States military 


establishment has been involved 
in a bizarre cover-up. 

For, unlike previous wars, 
Vietnam yielded few bodies that 
could not be identified, to bury 
at Arlington National Ceme- 
tery’s Throb of the Unknowns. 
Eventually one was found and on 
Memorial Day 1984 President 
Ronald Reagan presided over a 
ceremony where, choked with 
emotion, he asked: “As a child, 
did he play on some street in a 
great American city? ... Did he 
many? Did he have children?" 

The answers, if the Blassie 
family is proved right, are, in or- 
der. Yes, St Louis; no; and no. 

Should tests prove Lt Blassie 
is the unknown soldier, his fam- 
ily say they want a headstone with 
his name put over his grave, 

— John Carlin, Washington 
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Children murdered and their 
bodies used in rituals 


As South Africa struggles to be 
seen as a progressive player on 
the world stage, much of its 
culture remains rooted in the 
past. Perhaps the most horrific 
evidence of this is the continuing 
kidnapping and murder of 
children so that their body parts 
can be used in traditional 
medicine. Mary Braid reports on a 
crime the authorities appear not 
to want to know about 


II was a gruesome find. Two weeks after 
she went missing, six-year-old Zanele 
Nongiza s torso-less body was discovered 
in undergrowth near her home in the 
sprawling Orange Farm township south of 
Johannesburg. 

On Sunday, three days later, the skull 
and bones of another child were found in 
the township. At around the same time the 
body of a six-vear-old girl was discovered 
in a neighbouring squatter camp. 

Yesterday, as forensic tests were being 
conducted on the children. Orange Farm 
police said that the mut nations to Zanele s 
body suggested both children had been 
killed for their body parts by sangomas 
(witchdoctors) to strengthen their muii 
(magic). 

Captain Letsema Tshoue. Orange 
Farm’s police commissioner, said he feared 
muti killings were also responsible for the 
disappearance of another 16 children, 
aged 6 tol8, from Orange Farm in the last 
five months, most of them over the festive 
season. 

Orange Farm, which bouses 300.000 
people in poor, crowded and violent con- 
ditions, was gripped by hysteria yesterday. 
Residents, like the majority of South 
Africans, stiJI believe in witchcraft. 

Contradictory statements by senior po- 
lice officers added to the confusion. In- 
spector Trnus Oostbuizen, the investigating 
officer, said the mutilation element had 
been exaggerated and that he was looking 
for a serial killer not a sangonui. 

Dr Anthony Minnaar. South African 
Police researcher and an international ex- 
pert on witchcraft-related violence, said yes- 
terday that the Orange Farm case offered 
a rare glimpse of a crime which remained 


largely seciev because victims' bodies were 
seldom recovered. 

While it was impossible to say just how 
many missing people in South Africa had 
been murdered for their body pans Mr 
Minnaar believes a significant proportion 
of missing children - and adults - are killed 
in muii murders every year. 

Belief in the power of body parts was 
widespread, he said. He pointed to police 
investigations last month into the digging 
up and mutilation of corpses in Aoombock, 
Northern Province and a regular stream 
of related cases including the recent 
prosecution of a mortuary attendant for 
selling body parts and the survival of a 
two-year-old boy found half dead in fields 
near Soweto two years ago with his 
genitals cut off. 

While all human body parts are pow- 
erful the genitals of young boys and vir- 
gin girls are regarded as particularly 
potent. Sometimes a severed hand, for in- 
stance. is often buried at the entrance to 
a shop to encourage customers to come in. 
But often parts are mixed with other in- 
gredients and smeared on the body as med- 
icine against disease and illness or simply 
thrown into the pot for eating. 

During the violent conflict between the 
Zulu Inkatha Freedom Parly and the 
African National Congress in the run up 
to the 1 994 democratic election. Dr Min- 
naar claims IFP supporters ripped out the 
hearts and brains of their dead enemies in 
the belief that they make powerful war 
medicine. 

“The remarkable thing is that ANC 
youths did the same despite their claims 
to be modernists.’' said Dr Minnaar. 
“Both sides hired sangomas. 

“There is a real conviction that these 
parts make medicine stronger. And peo- 
ple who receive the parts don’t care where 
they come from. It is a lucrative trade." 

Mr Minnaar claims that the authorities 
play the phenomenon down, partly because 
the total number of witchcraft- related 
killings pales against the 68 murders a day 
currently committed in South Africa. 
There is also considerable political sensi- 
tivity around the issue. 

“It raises all those images of Darkest 
Africa," Dr Minnaar said. “They are par- 
ticularly embarrassing for a government 
stepping on to the international stage as 
a progressive force.” 

The same embarrassment led national 



Relatives fear the worst for Moho Lebese, 7, one of 16 children reported missing in Orange Rum Photograph; PkxureNET/Afnra 


government and police officials to oppose 
a decision two years ago by' Northern 
Province to make witchcraft-related 
violence a priority, though during the 1990s 
rural communities burned to death hun- 
dreds of alleged witches. Witchpurging 


generally increases at times of political and 
social tension. 

The Orange Farm murders also high- 
light police shortcomings. Until this week 
officers were apparentfy refusing to take 
the child disappearances seriously. 


Zanele’s mother claims that when she re- 
ported her daughter missing the police did 
not even take down the child's name. Nei- 
ther did they interview any of the witnesses 
who saw Zanele walk away with a man who 
had promised to buy her sweets. 


Witchcraft returns to haunt new South Africa 
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Rioting in 
Harare as 
prices soar 


The Zimbabwean President, Robert 
Mugabe, yesterday called in the army 
as thousands looted and rioted in 
Harare in the country’s worst civil 
unrest since independence. 

The government gave soldiers orders 
to shoot looters as a second day of 
demonstrations against rises in food 
prices hit the capital. Protesters stripped 
offices, shops and petrol stations as, in 
scenes until recently almost as un- 
thinkable in Harare as in Harrogate, he- 
licopters bombarded them with leargas. 

Many Zimbabweans insist that Mr 
Mugabe, and his government, compla- 
cent and corrupt after 18 unopposed 
years in power, are about to be toppled. 
Yesterday the capital was full c*f rumours 
that Mr Mugabe had already fled the 
country. But this proved premature. 

Yesterday Dumiso Dabengwa, home 
affaire minister, said the government 
had no option but to use the army to 
restore order. But the arrival of the 
troops only highlighted the deteriori- 
ating situation in a country which once 
carried the hopes of Africa and until re- 
cently was a largely peaceful country. 

Yesterday Iden Wetherel!, assistant 
editor of the Zimbabwe Independent , 
which has been critical of the govern- 
ment, said “anarchy” had arrived. “The 
riots show a loss of control, the collapse 
of leadership of any sort,” he said. 

The President's fortunes began lo 
plummet last summer when war veter- 
ans, who brought him to power, went 
on the rampage demanding long-over- 
due pension payments. 

With the currency plummeting, the 
government was forced to raise taxes to 
pay the veterans. Ordinary Zimbab- 
weans took to the streets in protest. 

In order to rally the veterans. Mr 
Mugabe promised to confiscate 1400 
white-owned farms and hand them 
over to landless peasants. This week it 
was claimed that his land grab pro- 
gramme had been effectively scup- 
pered by new loan conditions imposed 
by the World Bank and the European 
Union. But the government has con- 
tinued to blame whites for the politi- 
cal and economic crisis. 

Although some demonstrators have 
chanted anti-white slogans, most Zim- 
babweans appear to lay the blame for 
the situation at Mr Mugabe's door. 

— Mary Braid 


Why it’s 
cheaper to 
buy a PC from 
a company that 
never has 
a sale 


You also save money by dealing directly 
with Gateway rather than with a 
shop. And, unlike those shops, well 
give you freephone technical support 
for as long as you own your 
GATEWAY™ PC. Find out more by 
ringing 0800 39 2000. 
And ask about our flexible 
finance options. Or take 
refuge from the madness 
of the January saies in our 
Showroom at 10 Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden. London wjgwHt 





trouble with New Year’s sales is that they’re 
af last year’s PCs - machines that could 
an expensive upgrade in the not too distant 
;. At Gateway 2000. we don’t have any old 
o sell oE You call us, and, after we Ve discussed 
particular needs, well build you a new 
niter. The Intel Pentium* H Processor based 
h shown here at the amazing price of £999 



r- • 


:/- v - 


• Iwd IvMh.- i'.-Wuni' II MwCr.«< 

* \?vi; SL’-FA-. ir'pandil'k "• 

■ hr* 1 " 1 -- tunc • .#.tw 

* !'■ I +|Mb H FT' 1 r,lil L,rT ■- 

• Micur.: I " 1 ••■r.'CV r.v *r-v : 1 

■ JAOR Um» ' ’Vw AJA Hal L-t.% 

■ MV IfVwfii* cava J2S-En -V.r ‘ I ■ 

i Jraphi,- -ai' - *. a JmF '■ -RWl 

■ IV fc\ 5< -> 1 T'-O -C *‘-Up Munir- - * 


■ si \ I x Ji-1 ' 

■ MlT. • . h * Y I’tJ • ••.*. Mf wt* «|J 

■ *.y," V ir.1. MS 

m * V.Mi . \r.i. ii -c V+i A-.n, 

■ .■ V. /ft* • -null l'*i an, v. I pii- 
rrfc.iffa V I vr»*>- and M'. 'V-ivr. ‘T 

■ - Vjt lrn<- J 'Vairii*. 

£999 ^ 

(£120790 inc. VAT & Delivery) 
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ing VAT and delivery), is just one example. 

,ayyou receive the freshest components on QVjjj) QgQQ 39 2000 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
Midland's mortgages are subject 10 security and status. A charge will be taken over the property and appropriate life policies). For a written quotation call 
OPOu 4M 999. Lines open 9am-8pm Mon-Fn. Calls may be recorded and monitored for service quality purposes. Midland Bank pic is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. CE/87 Member HSBC Cmup 


We heard you wanted ... 


guides to make 
home buying easier. 



Gill for details 


<z> 

Midland 

The Listening Bank 

Cali 0800 100 129 

wwv» mrdlandbanLcom 


Buying a home can feel like the most stressful 
thing you'll ever do. Midland's new guides lake 
you through the whole process (one is written 
especially for first time buyers). They explain the 
essentials dearly and concisely - like how to 
calculate how much you can borrow and what 
insurances you need to consider. 

For more detailed advice, you can talk to a 
mortgage specialist at any Midland Bank branch. 



for your Irec borne buying guide, complete and return the coupon lo. Midland Bank pic. 
FREEPOST NWW 1502. Manchester MAS 9AZ. 


’ cut the coupon. 


Mr/MsrMr s/Mrss/other (please specitvt 

Initials Surname 


Hnuve namc/number 

Street 


Town 

County 


nmn 

Day lime lei no (inC. STD) 

Evening lei no (me STDJ 

UVH 


m 

/age 

. 1-. i-'i'i iiK/JUsd; 


Are VvU looking lo move before Easier* ,□ Yes »□ No. Are you a lirsi time buyer? O Ves No. Arc you a Midland Customer? □ Y« □ No. 

II >1 please .upply yuur sort code (41501 I 11 1 t If 1 1 would like to be contacted by a Midland mortgage specialist. O Are you happy to receive information 
Hum Midland in the luiure? □ tec CJ No 
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In 1998, 
a waiter 
knows 
what he’s 
waiting 
for 


Food as fashion, restaurant as 
temple, chef as culture hero, 
waiter as ... well, waiter probably, 
but not as you’d have thought of 
him a decade ago. The 
voguishness of the dining trade, 
the knowingness of the 
customers and the new vistas of 
the sendee industries have 
changed the game. Annabe/fe Thorpe 
meets a rhapsodic Roger. 


It's 6pm in the evening. Roger O ilman, ' 
immaculately dressed in Jasper Conran, 
casts an eye over his corner of the room. 
The tables arc immaculate, ashtray and 
condiments equidistant from the tips of 
the gleaming knives. A quiet hum flows 
from the bar area, where the first post-work 
drinks of the day are being sipped -chilled 
Chardonnay and long gin and tonics. 
Now is .the lull before the storm, a half hour 
of quiet calm before the glass doors of 
Mezzo, Conran's Soho emporium, swing 
open and the great and the glamorous of 
London lake tbeir placesin one of the cap- 
ital's biggest restaurants. 

“The evening begins with the first 
customers, and from then on you don't 
have time to think,” says Roger. “In an 
evening I’ll serve roughly 100 people 
with one other waiter. It's a case of keep- 
ing your bead above water and dealing with 
each situation as it occurs.” 

Roger has worked as a waiter at Mez- 
zo for two years. His nights are a blur of 
Boily and bouillabaisse , of orders punched 
furiously into his MICROS ordering sys- 
tem that feeds the requests from hungry 
punters straight into the frenetic kitchen 
that hustles and bustles behind the huge 
glass windows. He carries plates, juggles 
glasses, recommends wines, advises on 
food, flatters, flirts and generally has the 
time of his life. 

Right now, restaurants are at the cut- 
ting edge.Catering is one of the industries 
of the moment. Eating out is fashionable, 
food is fashionable A job which once might 
have looked like drudgery has acquired a 
sort of allure it never had before.Chefe are 
not the only ones whose status has changed 
in the last few years. Slowly but surety, re- 
spect is being accorded to those further 
down the service industry scale. 

“I never imagined a career as a wait- 
er, I was kind of directionless and Mezzo 
seemed a trendy place to work so I went 
for the interview. At the time it was no big 
career choice, but now I wouldn't want to 
work in any other industry. People think 
of wailing as the sort of job you do in uni- 
versity vacations when you can’t find any- 
thing better. In fact it's far more like serving 
your apprenticeship for a career in the ser- 
vice industries in general and there s a huge 
choice of careers to go into.’’ 

For Roger, a night's work consists of far 
more than simply bringing plates to the 
table. “It’s a very sales based job.” be says. 
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Roger Geilman: *1 wouldn't want to work in any other industry* 


“in some ways more than service. It’s about 
promoting wines, selling particular dishes, 
using sales skills. We have regular briefin- 
gs, wine tastings and every time the menu 
changes we taste each of the dishes. Cus- 
tomers look to us for recommendations and 
we have to know what we are talking about.” 

“Being a waiter is not an easy job," says 
Marian Scuttoo, General Manager for Cir- 
cus and the Avenue, two of the most fash- 
ionable restaurants in London, “and it's 
high time the profile of the job was 
raised. It is a tremendously important job 
and should be recognised as such. It's not 
simply a case of serving food and pour- 
ing wine, clients look to those serving to 
advise and guide. The eating-out public 
is far more sophisticated than it used to 
be - waiters have to know the food and 
wines to recommend- they take an active 
part in the meal itself." 

As the worlds of media, fashion and 
restaurants merge into one another, be- 


ing seen to be “known" in certain restau- 
rants becomes ever more crucial. “Regu- 
lars will ring me up and ask for special 
attention when they come in with guests." 
says Marian, “but it’s always important for 
all our staff to make them feel special." 

“The more people ask you, the better," 
says Martin Hobby, who used to work as 
a waiter before moving on to manage a 
wine bar in the City. “You feel like the 
clients value your opinion and the knowl- 
edge you have. It can put you on a real 
high - and if the restaurant is buzzing 
there’s no feeling to beat it. Even if 
something does go wrong with the meaJ 
you can usually rescue the situation. It 
makes you feel good to know you can still 
deal with problems even when you're try- 
ing to do a million things at once.’ 

Martin, who missed the days of waiting, 
believes time served on the shop floor can 
set you up for life. “If you learn a trade as 
a waiter in a good restaurant you will nev- 
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er be out of a job. I spent a year in New 
York and worked constantly in good restau- 
rants. it doesn’t matter that they can’t phone 
for a reference, you gel a one-day trial - if 
you've got the experience, the speed and 
the know-how, then the job is yours.” 

It is not unusual for top London 
restaurants to pay only 1 2 an hour - less 
than a basic wage at McDonald's -but lips 
can bring a weekly wage to between £300 
and £400. And although the hours may 
seem unsociable, few waiters simply fade 
home to bed after an evening on the floor. 

It’s lam at Mezzo. Roger, looking 
slightly less pristine than he did at 6pm. 
is dealing the last of the tables. As a drunk- 
en gaggle of businessmen stagger to- 
wards the cloakroom, Roger is busily 
arranging a venue to meet up with some 
of the other waiters. At lam the night is 
over for the restaurant. JFor Roger, with 
his tips in his pocket and Sohooutside the 
door, the night is still young. 


Can you write the 
story of the year for 
six to nine year olds. 

Your chance to win £2,000 and have your story published 


The Independent/ Scholastic Story 
of tiie Year Competition, now in its 
sixth successful year, aims to encourage 
top writing for the very difficult to 
please six to nine year old age group. 

To help you meet the challenge, 
some of our most successful novelists 
and scriptwriters will be explaining haw 
they set about writing a page-turning 
narrative. 

This week, Sebastian Faulks, author 
of Birdsong, The Gri at the Lion d’Or and 
Charlotte Gay, to be published later this 
year, tells Nicole Veash why the story 
is one of the writer's greatest weapons. 

This year’s judging panel includes: 


THE INDEPENDENT 
Story of the Year 6 


The Independent’s ednor. 

Mtr. and iolumnfct Sunn". Moore, 
leading TV scriptwriter Tony Jordan, 
librarian and children’s to*™* ex f ert 
Trish Botten, Scholastic Children s 
Books Editor 

and publishing director David Pickling. 


‘You have to be very bloody-minded’ 


“When I was a child I 
read everything, 
although children’s 
books didn’t make 
much of an impact on 
me. I was more inter- 
ested in adult fiction. 

The first grown-up 
book I read was David 
Copperfield when I was 
14. Thewss followed by 
Sons and Lovers. These 
and other books com- 
pletely altered my sense Sebastian Faulks 
of existence. And by 
the time I was 15 the idea of writing had m 
formed in my head. If I was to take one I : 
book with me to a desert island it would A 
have to be Proust’s A la recherche du sc 
temps perdu. j* 


bits in and pulling bits 
out Some things just 
don’t work and you 
should always be pre- 
pared to cot things ont 
I like to start writing 
just slightly before I am 
ready because it makes 
me feel anxious, which 
then makes my imagi- 
nation work more in- 
tensely. 1 usually 
continue with some re- 
Ics search while writing. I 

don’t realty make that 
many notes about the novel itself before 
I start, perhaps three or four sheets of 
A4. But each book is different Some 
scenes require close planning, others 
don’t The Battle of the Somme sequence 


My wife usually reads aloud to my in Birdsong is about 3 0 pa ge s long bul l 
children, because I find most children's only wrote down four prompt words: bird, 
. . , ■ i t i t and lilserribodieu. 


books ghastly, as I did when I was 
younger. My daughter, who is five, is at 

that Secret Seven age. while my son, who 
is seven, loves Greek myths and biblical 


river, cream-tea and disembodied. 

Narrative is definitely something I 
think about When I was a student it was 
one of those thin gs seen as a crude de- 
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stories. I think he is excited by their sense vice. It was not until I got to my fourth 
of grandeur, which goes far beyond the novel that I realised I could write nar- 


usoal Janet and John. 


rative. I discovered that one reason why 
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I wrote a number of books when I was some people dislike it is that they can t 
in my 20s bnt none were any good. By use it properly. The story is one of a 
the time I was 30, however, 1 had gone writer's weapons and you should use it 
through that important trial and error appropriately. Do not let it use you, or 
process. . you will end up writing airport books. 

I start by choosing themes I want to - . The other weapons include theme, at- 
write about and the narrative's purpcSt^ nfoSphere and character. Characters 
is to exemplify those themes. The ohar-r develop through interaction with other 
acters then have to be people capable of characters. Real people in novels don’t 
enacting the plot. Ideas, story, charac- ring true because they belong to the real 
ter, in that order, although it is not al- world and not the fictional one you are 
ways as clear-cut as that, of course, creating. There are no courses out there 
Sometimes you get a house or a person to teach you how to write. You have to 
early on. Then it’s a question of putting be extraordinarily bloody-minded. 

COMPETITION RULES 


StDr 7 C<fihe Year 6 offers a £2JXX) prize for dw win- 
ner, with £500 each for two runners up. Thu wp 10 
stories will be published in an andtology bt SdwUs- 
dc Ch Wren’s Books. You are invited to submit sto- 
•rles of I.500-2JQ0 words which must arrive on or 
before 28 February 1998 ac PO BOX 2B02 • 
LONDON • WCIA IPE You nay enter only once 
and entries must be made by the writer, not on his/her 
behalf. Entries must be typewri tt en, double-spaced 
and on one side of the paper only. We will not ac- 
cept stories with Hhistrarions. Manuscript* wS not 
be returned, so please keep a copy. All entries must 
be unpublished, but ptAfehed writers may enter with 
new nmeriaL Eath entry must be submitted boh 

a ewer page and ride page. The cover page must fea- 
ture the story ride, and rite entra n t^ name, adtkess 
and telephone number. The dde page must feature 
only the tide of the story The story should sari on 
a new page, and the audtorit name must not feature 
on any erf thesepagas. so that ail entries can be Judged 


anonymously. The winning story will be published in 
The Independent subsequent to the final Judghvof 
the co mpetition which concludes on 22 May 1998. 
The top three stales and up to 10 others will be 


published in the autumn. In the anthology Story of 
the fear 6 by Scholastic OtBdren's Books. 

The c om p etition Is not open to employees of. 
or relatives of employees of Scholastic Ltd or News- 
paper Publishing pk or anyone connected with the 
c omp e tition. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as 
proof of delivery. No responsibility can be accept- 
ed for entries which are delayed, damaged, mislaid 
or wrongly delivered. The judges’ decision Is final and 
no correspondence wS be entered into. Entry grants 
to Schabsdc Ltd the coodushe right to pubfish an en- 
trant^ story in all formats throughout the world for 
the foil legal term of copyright A copy of the form 
of the contract may be oboined on application to 
Schohstic Lid By submitting an entry an entrant agrees 
to be boundtoy the ter ms of and to sign this agree- 
ment if called upon to do so. Any story chosen for 
publication in die anthology that does not win one 
of the top three cash prizes w<R receive a fee of £ 200 . 

Any entry not submitted In the form specified wffl 
be deemed invalid. If your story is not published in 
the anthojpzy or In the newspaper by the end of Dec- 
ember 1796. these rights revert to you. Entry into 
this competition implies acceptance of these rules. 
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INDOOR TV ANTENNA 

Latest technology for 
only £17.95 inc p&p 


If voa are having difficulty getting good, clear reception on your 
lekmkm, portable, video or multimedia personal co mpu ter, you 
will find this excellent set top aerial indispensable. 

It will enable you to receive all the British cbaimeb including 
Channd 5 and simply plugs into (he existing aerial socket at the 
near of your set. 

Tlx clever, high gam wing design with 9W pure silver elements 
and the vet) latest dielectrics Finding technology, mi nimises reflec- 
tions and wrist '.vhkh may interfere with sound ami picture even in 
difficult recepdu: areas It is smaller and more compact than most 

cocrceiitwnal aerials wiitoui hampering its perfor- i 

nance. fpim-wi 



Sitting either on top or beside your TV, it can be easily 
adjusted form optimum picture and is guaranteed for 
2 seats for only £17.95 including delivery and VAT. 

HOWTO ORDER 

Fill in the ewpon is BLOCK CAHTALS aid setid mgtdrr 
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Tin paranoid. I admit it. Look- 
ing a gift hoise in the moutb 
isn't enough for me, 1 have to 
shine a torch in its ears, prod 
its feet with a stick and lift its 
tail up. Ideally Td like a CT 
scan of its whole body, plus tis- 
sue samples of all rnajororgans 
for analysis. I don't trust any- 
thing any more: if I plant a 
seed I have to dig it up to check 
the roots are growing; if 
there’s a loose thread I have 
to pull it. So although my 
Very Nice Chap (VNC) may 
be keen on me when be gets 
up in the morning, be could 
have developed a violent dis- 
like of me by 20 past 10. 1 just 
don't see any reason why such 
disasters, having happened 
once, should not happen 
_ again. 

I realise that this may make 
me impossible to live with, so 
when I see a loose thread 
slicking out of our happy end- 
ing I sit on my bands. I don’t 
pull at it in public. I wait until 
1 go for my daily run. then I 
yank and worry at it, so that, 
by the time I get back to the 
house. I’ve unravelled my 
whole life, and I have to spend 
10 minutes up the apple tree 
deep-breathing before 1 can go 
inside, and face the “Goodbye 
and thanks” note that will be 
pinned to my computer screen. 

No matter how many times 
I wind it up and weave it back 


L&jJp Si 




BEL OVED AND BONK 

Diary of a divorce 


in again there’s one particular 
strand that always sticks out: 
that’s the fact that I am eight 
years older than VNC, an 
amount you can’t ignore (al- 
though after his birthday it’ll 
be just seven years, which is 
only two years more than five, 
which is almost nothing). 

It’s not the fact that soci- 
ety doesn’t like age differ- 
ence that way round, the 
woman older than the man. 
that bothers me. Because in 
ray personal society of friends 
and acquaintances it’s fine, and 
quite common for women to 
have younger partners. 


,r You’re at your peak,” my 
buddies say, “stop worrying”. 
Hahl Maybe. But the trouble 
with peaks is that they have a 
bloody steep slope on the oth- 
er side. All VNC has to look 
forward to with me is every- 
thing sinking into a pool of 
cellulite. 

But it's not the drooping 
and the crow’s feet that wor- 
ry me so much. After all, I can 
do things to hold them off a bit 
keep running six miles and 
slapping on the cold cream. 
No, it’s reproduction that re- 
alty gets me twitching. VNC 
being young but sensible isn't 


at all sure about having chil- 
dren of his own. Which is par 
for the course: in my experi- 
ence, men don't get keen on 
babies until they get a sharp 
sense of their own mortality at 
around 35 or 40. Then they re- 
alise that this side of becom- 
ing the new Shakespeare their 
only shot at immortality is via 
something small and smelly in 
nappies. 

Of course therein lies the 
big problem with the age dif- 
ference: by the time VNC 
gets really broody, all my 
feathers will have fallen out 
and HI be so well past my sell- 
by date that ray barcode will 
have dropped off. Fll have no 
choice but to release him to a 
gal whose reproductive appa- 
ratus is still up to turning out 
fine strapping sets of quintu- 
plets. 

There are things I can do 
about this but they are a lot 
more difficult than tal cing reg- 
ular exercise and going to bed 
with my face greased up like 
a chip: 

1) Get some egg ami sperm 
mixed up now and put it in the 
freezer along with the frozen 
peas. (The sperm extraction 
isn’t a problem, and ITn sure 
with the right self-help man- 
ual the eggs wouldn't be too 
difficult) Then, when VNC 
starts looking fondly at 
booties, he can have the 


embryos implanted in him, 
just like Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger in Junior. Although that 
does depend on nobody mis- 
taking the mixture for the last 
bit of vanilla ice cream or leav- 
ing the freezer door open by 
accident and there being no 
substantial power cuts for for 
the next 10 years. 

2) I can get immensely fat, 
so that no one will notice that 
I'm pregnant. When the nine 
months is up, I just slip off to 
the shops one afternoon and 
have the baby. I smuggle it 
home among the cereals and 
strawberry yoghurts and install 
it in a cosy corner of the 
chicken shed, where I and the 
chicks raise it in secret. Then, 
in 10 years' time, when VNC 
looks at my raddled.body and 
bemoans his lack of foresight 
in not having children, 1 just 
run down the garden and say, 
“ Here My Darling, meet your 
son Bantam Boy.” 

Yeah, okay. So maybe 
there isn’t anythin g 1 can do. 
1 should have learnt that from 
experience: I didn’t predict my 
divorce and couldn’t do any- 
thing constructive to prevent 
its inevitability. So gather rose- 
buds, sing songs and enjoy 
happy endings because to- 
morrow you may be mown 
down by a skateboarding 
Chicken Child. 

— Stevie Morgan 
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‘Galliano the glorious?* 
‘Galliano the genius?* 
No. Let*s try ‘John the 
deluded’. British 
hosannas for his Paris 
couture show be gg ar 
belief. But by all means 
find two cheers for 
Alexander McQueen. 

\ Then forget little 

• England and do 
homage to Karl 
Lagerfeld, the old 
master who, writes 
Tamsin Blanchard, made a 
couture collection as a 
couture collection should 
be. Photographs by 
Andrew Thomas. 


If a modern composer insisted 
upoo barking back to the 
I?. manuscripts of Beethoven or 

S i Mozart, the music fraternity 

!ti ffould laugh them out of the 
:oncert hall. But when a mod- 
p 4. sni fashion designer remakes 
,J v the clothes of the Twenties 
^ masters of couture. Lanvin, 
Ertd and Paul Pbiret, he is giv- 
j sn a standing ovation. 
v On Monday afternoon in the 

h ornate salons of the grand 
Opera house, John Galliano 
gflded the works of the great de- 
j signers of the pre-First World 
War period. The collection was 
“a poetic tribute to the Mar- 
quesa Casati ... an ftalian lady 
from the be ginning of this cen- 
tury' 1 . 

According to the pro- 
gramme notes, the Marquesa 
[_ ‘‘transformed her life into an 
g arien tal tale, in a Venetian 
jf palace surrounded by mon- 
keys”. She was a friend of Leon 
Bakst, the artist who designed 
rostumes for the Ballets Russ- 
j 2 S. The entire collection was in 

homage to a woman whose life 
. was one long orientalist indul- 
j cence, dancing tangos and col- 
j ‘ lecting costumes. 

1 ; Had this show been trans- 
: ported back in time 90yeais, the 

Marquesa would no doubt have 
iudered every sumptuous piece, 

■ . prom the fabulous orange bead- 

• sncrusted cocoon opera coat to 

■ ihe Joan of Arc silver liquid 
! ; rhain-mail dress and the sheer 
!!■ mile suit embroidered with 

■ • iahlias. As it was, she bad to 

make do with the efforts of Raul 
friiret If she had still been alive 

• • oday, she would have said, 

• f ‘been there, seen that, worn it,” 

A ‘ md would be off shopping at 

Hussein Chalayan or Martin 
Margiela. 

However, the great and the 
good of the fashion world paid 
wmage to the court of Galliano . 

, as Lhey waited for the show to 
commence, entertained by tan- 
,[, go dancers who twisted each 

2 other around the opera house. 

; t’ : . If Galliano had been alive in the 

r .. Twenties, he would undoubtedly 

• have been the star designer of 
costumes for the Ballets Russ- 
es. But that time has past. 
These days the modern day 
equivalent of DiaghUev would 
be commissioning the avant- 
zarde Japanese label Comme 

Tides Garcons to design their cos- 
tomes. 

No matter how hard he tries 
to recreate, it, women today - 
even the ones with offshore 
bank accounts and private jets 
- do not live in period costume su 
drama. to 

The news on Alexander Me- th 
Queen is rather berter. He has ne 
stopped wreaking havoc at pii 
Givenchy. His new collection on 
went back to his roots of tai- el< 
loring and innovative cutting. 

Even Hnbert de Givenchy he 
might have eaten his words if fU| 
he had seen the collection, int 
after describing McQueen's be 
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ALEXANDER McQUEEN FOR GIVENCHY 


subtle and delicate. Both 
touched on the Twenties tango 
theme, but Chanel’s black 
net tiered tango dress with 
pink silk flowers hand-sewn 
on the skirts was light and 
elegant. 

The weight of the fabrics - 
heavy satin folded easily Into 
flippy skirts, boucle wool made 
into a closely tailored suit, or a 
beaded argylJ pattern skirt - and 
the proportions of the clothes. 


" work for the house as “a disas- the proportions of the clothes. 

ter” last week. His opulent col- give the collection a true cou- 
: • lection shared the week's ture feel. 

. Twenties orientalist theme, but That every piece of clothing 
with a sense of reality and was touched by human hands 
modernity too. hands is evident, from the tiny 

Whatever you may think of cross-stitching sewn up the 
these two English boys, their ar- seams and along the cuffe and 
. rival in the rarefied world of edges of a pistachio green wool 
haute couture has had the ef- suit, to the scalpel-fine pleats on 
1 feet of putting a rocket under a chiffon skirt- 
j. everybody else, none more so Inside and out, these clothes 
. than Karl Lagerfeld, who has a are perfection, every attention 
„■ . wisdom and touch that they paid to the tiniest detail in 
have yet to acquire. the best tradition of haute 

-u Who would not want to couture. 

spend their millions on the col- Couture is not all about fan- 

V lection Lagerfeld presented tasy and romance. A new name 

yesterday morning in the mir- appeared on the schedule this 
nored showrooms of the Chanel season, that of the former Ba- 
headquaners at Rue Cambon? lenciaga designer, Josephus 

It was simply sublime. Thimister. who has managed to 

Where Galliano is literal, pass the smet criteria of the 
- Lagerfeld, with the assistance of Chambre Syndicate haute ieou- 

GaUiano’s ex-muse and collab- ture's governing bo^, to show 
;• orator. Amanda Harlech, is his first couture collection. It 


was an attempt to bring an old 
world up to date with a series 
of minimal, simple evening 
dresses in luxurious fabrics. -Al- 
though it was a brave effort, 
it was almost loo pared down, 
and easy to be valid as clothes 
worthy of having made in fit 
every millimetre of your 
body. 

On Sunday night- Valentino, 
the Roman couturier, showed 
technically perfect suits and 
evening dresses that are both 
modem and sellable. A bright 
scarlet pin-lucked wool suit, a 
plain silk crepe suit with liny 
pimucked pleats around the 
edges of the jacket and cuffs, or 
a white silk, crystal-strewn cock- 
tail dress all have a valid mar- 
ket place. 

If Lhe sole purpose of a cou- 
ture show is to sell perfume and 
be a glorified advertisement 
then the entire concept of haute 
couture is indeed a wonderful- 
ly poetic and fantastic sham. 
However, while Chanel. 
Valentino and Yws Saint Lau- 
rent are still servicing a real mar- 
ket in the highest level of luxury 
clothing, haute couture and 
more importantly, the crafts- 
people, seamstresses and tailors 
who create it all from beginning 
to end by hand, deserve to 
thrive. 
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KARL LAGERFELD FOR CHANEL 


VALENTINO 


JOSEPHUS THIMISTER 
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Truly, this 
was the son 
of man. But 
which ontf 
Peter Hilton 
as Jesus In 
‘The 

Mysteries’ 
Mark I, left 
(with Johnny 
Lodi as a 
Roman 
soldier), and 
in The 

Mysteries' 
Mark II, far 
left (with Joe 
Mydell as 
Satan) 



Photographs 
Ivan Kyncl (left). 
John Nathan 
(below) 
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How the Mysteries lost God and found religion, man 


When you’ve axed 
Satan and exonerated 
the Jews for Jesus* 
death, how much of a 
mystery have you really 
got left? Paul Taylor 
investigates the RSC*s 
latest reworking of 
the medieval biblical 
dramas. 


In the beginning there were The 
Mysteries in Stratford- And Ed- 
ward Kemp, the dramaturge. 


and Katie Mitchell, the direc- 
tor, beheld them and saw that 
they were good - but not good 
enough. If God were ever to 
revise His creation (in our 
dreams, mate) this would be the 
closest parallel to the arduous 
process that has gone on be- 
tween the long opening per- 
formance of this project in 
March 1997 in Stratford and the 
premiere, tonight in The Pit at 
the Barbican, of the new, heav- 
ily emended London version. 
One might just hope, though, 
that God. should He ever take 
such a corrective course, would 


be a shade more decisive. 

Both before and after Strat- 
ford, the Mitchell/Kemp Mys- 
teries have generated a certain 
amount of crude publicity, of 
the kind - only more so - that 
any modem staging of these 
medieval plays tends to attract. 
For example, every four years, 
like the World Cup and the 
Olympics, the York Cycle of 
Mystejy Plays comes round, 
presented by a large communi- 
ty of amateurs - the approxi- 
mate equivalent of the craft 
guilds which originally mount- 
ed these biblical dramas. And. 


every four years, there's some 
slightly cookcd-up news angle 
on the casting of the Deity. 

In 1988, the talking point was 
that Jesus was played by a pro- 
fessional Hindu star actor, 
brought across from India. In 
1996. the chattering classes got 
their chasubles in a twist over 
the assigning of the role of 
' God the Father to a matronly, 
very middle-class while woman. 
It was an ambiguous blow, that, 
for positive discrimination. In 
terms of sexual equality, getting 
a turn to play the vengeful 
being who creates a species 
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and then helpfully equips it 
with the freedom to be damned 
for all eternity must he judged 
as a case of having to take the 
rough with the smooth. 

The Mricbell/Kcmp Myster- 
ies found themselves fodder 
for the news pages on account 
of their towering political cor- 
rectness. Not so much BC as 
PC. the original version was ec- 
umenical to a fault, or to the 
point of it being a bit of a mys- 
tery why the project was called 
The Mysteries. 

Unprepared to let mankind 
off the hook by dumping sin and 
evil on to a scapegoat Satan fig- 
ure. The Mysteries Mark I got rid 
of the Devil, 3nd. by a com- 
plementary manoeuvre, re- 
moved all references to Jews, 
so that responsibility for killing 
Christ could not be pinned on 
any one race or religious sect. 

Edward Kemp gave a 
hostage to fortune (or made a 
smart marketing move) in al- 
luding to the Gospels them- 
selves as “fraught with 
ideologically unsavoury bag- 
gage". Indeed, from a publici- 
ty department's point of view, 
Kemp is dream material. His 
father is the Bishop of Chich- 
ester; his grandfather was a 
bishop. Enough to make the 
minds of cheap journalists foam 
with trumped-up Oedipal 
scenarios. 

Facially and conversation- 
ally, Kemp too seems to have 
the bishop gene: all gas and 
T-shirt. If you were doing an 
amateur production of Racing 
Demon, the David Hare C of E 
play, you’d beg him to join in. 
He describes himself as “a de- 
vout atheist", has a tendency to 
say “Yeah, absolutely" to most 
of your remarks in that eager- 
to-share Anglican manner, and 
he now finds himself once 
again the focus of controversy. 

“A bishop's son," reported 
the Religion Correspondent 
of The Times, “has written a 
20th-century version of the 
medieval mystery plays in 
which Jesus is a homeless beg- 
gar, St Peter is a foul-mouthed 
mugger, Mary Magdalene is a 
prostitute and St Matthew is a 
commodities broker who lives 
in Kensington." Items have ap- 
peared in organs which, when 
they coyly print “F-word", al- 
ways mean “fuck" rather 
“faith", which is what the show 
is actually preoccupied with. But 
there’s a thoughtful article by 
David Nathan in the Jewish 


in particular - have always been 
informed by an almost religious 
intensity, and ensemble work of 
the utmost dedication. At the 
press showing, this bore, I felt, 
particularly beautiful fruit in the 
production’s depiction of Jesus' 
ministry. The disciples in The 
Mysteries Mark I were involved 
in and with Christ with such a 
silent, rapt yet realistic atten- 
tiveness that the show, in one 
sense, didn't need an audience. 
Paradoxically, that pulled you in, 
when it worked. The trouble 
was: it often didn't. 

More than most theatrical 
endeavours. The Mysteries (me- 
dieval and modem) take on an 
added parabolic element be- 
cause of the conditions of their 
creation. The Tony Harrison 
version at the National in the 
19S0s celebrated the plays as. in 
Kemp's words, “wonderful out- 
pourings of the communal spir- 
it, giving theatre back to tbe 
people". As the Kemp/Mitchell 
Mysteries evolved in their orig- 
inal manifestation, they be- 
came a reflection of religion in 
tbe root sense of the word: a 


structure, etc) but the piece is 
also an elaborate admission 
tbat the medieval mysteries 
proved to be “the wrong door" 
for tbe kind of treatment of the 
Bible story Kemp and MitcbelJ 
eventually realised they were 
after. 

Having read a draft of the 
new version. Fm left wondering 
whether there's another hang- 
over, in a sense that this work 
is still collective. To get the de- 
bate going, Kemp held “surg- 
eries" with the actors and roped 
in and adapted material from 
such sources as Bulgakov's 
Master and Margarita and the 
poetry of Rilke. IBs Satan - who 
“is not wild about human beings 


keen that he should not arouse / 
faith by the demeaning stunt of 
performing miracles (“the mir- 
acle is a chain for a slave"), their 
homeless beggar Jesus comes 
over as a cross between Sher- 
lock Holmes or maybe Cracker 
(he can deduce a lot, spoolriiy. 
from the things he notices about 
people) and a rather irritating 
social worker. He is both God 
and man. but, according to 
these plays, the god-in-man in 
all people is what we should be • 
striving to locate and to act t 
upon. “For me," argues Kemp, *- 
“it’s important that the play fc 
ends with, on the one hand, jj 
Mary Magdalene saying that we £ 
can ail be God and make some- " 
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in the first place because he . thing that is good and Peter go- £ 
thinks they are going to screw ing off and killing himself.” 


things up" and who, in this re- 
vision, is the figure who gives 
man the seeds from which to de- 
velop an alternative and more 
rooted Tree of Life - appears to 
have read The Brothers Kara- 
masav and at one point virtu- 
ally quotes Brecht. 

It's arguable, though, that 
what the project needs, partic- 



‘From a publicity point of view, 
Kemp is dream material. His father 
is a bishop; his grandfather was a 
bishop. He too seems to have the 
bishop gene: all gas and T-shirt* 


“binding together". Tbe long 
four-month rehearsal process 
had clearly bound this compa- 
ny together. And there’s a para- 
ble in that, for. as Edward 
Kemp now muses, in order for 
that spirit to be sustained, “you 
would need to be working in the 
conditions that Peter Brook 
works in, so that you have an en- 
semble that have actually given 
up their lives to do only this 
piece of work the whole time." 


Chronicle, which, while dearly . While the RSC is the one cam- 
relieved that the anti-Semitism pany in Britain where Mitchell 
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is gone, asks a shrewd basic 
question of this re-angled ma- 
terial: ‘How do we understand 
the consequences of belief if the 
causes are expunged?" 

First, though. I want to 
know why the piece has been so 
radically re-written. It emerges 
that precisely what I took to be 
the source of the production's 
power when I first saw it in 
Stratford turned out, in the 
course of the run there, to be 
a liability. Katie Mitchell's pro- 
ductions - her RSC staging of 
Euripides' Phoenician Women 


and Kemp could have created 
this piece, it is also a rep where 
actors are needed for other 
shows. The Mysteries, it ap- 
pears, was a hard piece for 
performers to come back to. 
There wasn’t enough text to 
keep it resilient and, as a result, 
there were even audibility 
problems. 

Debate may have raged in 
the rehearsal room, but it didn't 
on stage. The re-write Is partly 
an attempt to remedy that. 
There are hangovers from the 
original (the title, the episodic 


ularly with the new “Jesus, Our 
Conlemporaty’' slant, is the 
ruthless egotism of the single 
artistic vision. For example, 
Dennis Potter’s Jesus in Son of 
Man has more than a smack of 
Dennis Potter in bis scathing, 
pain-wrackcd. anti-establish- 
ment manner. A long roster of 
writers, from Gore Vidal to Jim 
Crace, have recently re-made 
the Bible story in their own cre- 
ative image and likeness. Or 
people have done bits of iL Har- 
rison Birtwistle, it’s rumoured, 
is setting the Last Supper to mu- 
sic. Neil Bartlett, in The Seven 
Sacraments of Nicolas Poussin , 
inserted himself — a gay, late- 
2uth -century man - into die very 
non-gay sacramental scheme 
of things and threw up fasci- 


To reveree Hannah Arendt's 
phrase, it's the banality of good- 
ness that can impress you, if 
your sense of the evil that op- 
poses it gets muffled. Goodness. \ 
like happiness, writes white.] 
Or does it? I tell Kemp tbat the f 
most Christ-like person I have 1 
heard of lately is the doctor who j. 
is experimenting on himself in e 
the search for a vaccine against \ 
Aids. That really is taking on the ; 
suffering of the world in a way j . 
selfless to the point of suicide. 
Kemp tells me of the film Jesus £ 
of Montreal, where, in a rather ; 
similar medical-metaphor way. I 
the Jesus- figure's death gives life ^ 
through organ donation. •: 
Wouldn't schizophrenia, I ar- > 
gue, have been an interesting ^ 
way of tackling the tussle of E 
identity in this penniless vagrant mU 
Jesus, except that here he would P- 
slowly awaken to the intense ; 
saoity of proven knowledge l 
tbat he is God? [ 

At times, this long, often fas- ? 
dnating and risky wort seems ( 
to want to turn into a medrta- \ 
tion on the changing artistic rep- f 
resentations there have been of * 
the Biblical story, and to con- \ 
tain within itself the evolution . 
to a religion of humanity. One i 
would love to see a review of it J 
written by MHton’s Satan or the i 
Pontius Pilate oiThe Masterand I 
Margarita .(who, with adjust- j 
meats, features in the piece). S 
The project also furnishes, as K 
Kemp points out, an example of m 
how, in this country - as op* ^ 
posed to, say, Russia orthe Paris f 
of Peter Brook - you have to { 
start marketing something be-. | 
fore you know what it is you’ll ^ 
end up with. That they are still' p 
working out what it is .they ? 
have got could communicateit- £ 
self to an audience as excite- 
meat or as self-bewilderment. 
The charge that they are pa- ’• 
lionising the past, in the cots y 
and in the desire to offend no-, l; 
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inserted himself - a gay, late- body, can be avoided if tbe pro- r ; 

2Uth-century man - foto the very duetion feels like a heading 
non-gay sacramental scheme enrichment of its own present : . . 
of things and threw up fasci- -ash certainly did at that press r. ; 
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Peter Diamand 


Peter Diamand, arts 
administrators bom Berlin 0 
June 1913; Private Secretary 
to Artur Schnabel (934-39; 
Assistant Director, 
Netherlands Opera 1946-40; 
General Manager, Holland 
Festival 1948-65, Artistic 
Adviser 1965-73; Director, 
Edinburgh International 
Festival 1965-78; Hon CBE 
1972; Artistic Adviser, 
Ordiestre de Paris 1976-98; 
Artistic Adviser, Teatro alia 
Scab, Milan I977-7B; Director 
and General Manager, Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra 1978- 
SI; Director, Paris Mozart 
Festival 1981-87; married 1948 
Maria Curclo (marriage 
dissolved 1971), second Sylvia 
Rosenberg (one son; marriage 
dissolved 1979); died 
Amsterdam 16 January 1998. 


Pttef Diamand was one of the 
20th century's most effective art 
patrons and the personification 
of the Edinburgh Festival in the 
years 1965 to 1978, when he di- 
rected it with a far-sighted, wide- 
ranging view of what the world 
of culture bad to offer Edinburgh. 

An Austrian born and edu- 
cated in Berlin, where he stud- 
ied law, he was obliged to flee 
from Nazi Germany in the ear- 
ly 1930s, and found work in Am- 
sterdam with Artur Schnabel, 
then one of the world’s most fa- 
mous pianists. During the Sec- 
ond World Wit he survived a 
Dutch concentration camp, and 
went on to play his role as an arts 
administrator in Amsterdam. 

Like the Edinburgh Festi- 


val's first director. Sir Rudolf 
Bing, Diamand was imbued 
with the spirit of those who 
wished to see post-war Europe 
revitalised by its cultural her- 
itage. Without his firm and 
fearless control of the festival, 
it might not haw survived the 
long period of testing it endured 
from a hostile tabloid press, and 
insensitive bureaucracy includ- 
ing a festival council dominat- 
ed by town councillors with 
little experience of the arts. 

Diamand's predecessor, the 
Earl of Ha rewood, had given 
the festival a sense of new be- 
ginnings, but the four years of 
his directorship, 19614J5, bad 
been fraught with trials and 
tribulations. When Diamand 
appeared there was an atmos- 
phere of doubt and despon- 
dency among those who wished 
to see the festival accept the 
challenge of the Sixties. 

The festival’s committee had 
chosen Diamand as the most ex- 
perienced arts administrator in 
Europe. He inherited the fes- 
tival in its 1 8lh year, still a fledg- 
ling institution with woefully 
inadequate finances, and he 
left it a robust 31 -year -old, an 
inspiration to his successor 
John Drummond. 

“The inside story of 50 
Edinburgh Festivals" is the sub- 
title of a book, Banquo on Thurs- 
days. published last summer to 
coincide with the festival's 50th 
anniversary. Its author, Iain 
Crawford, was the festival's 
first ever publicity director, ap- 
pointed when Diamand be- 
came dissatisfied with the 
Scottish Tourist Board's pub- 
licity methods. Crawford's nin e 
chapters each bear the names 
of the festival's directors and 
their periods of office. Diamand 
alone merits two chapters. The 
first is entitled “Against the 
Odds, Fiscal and Philistine"; the 
second, charting the festival's 
development from 1973 when 
Jack Kane, Edinburgh's first 
Labour Lord Provost, was in of- 
fice, “The Phantom of the Opera 
House” Kane supported the 
dream of an Edinburgh opera 


Ivan Chambers 


Ivan Chambers, bookseller: 
bom Philippopolls, Bulgaria 
20 January 1902; OBE 1970; 
married 1943 Kathleen Pilsbury 
(one daughter); efied Axminster, 
' f Devon I January 1998. 


in 1925 Ivan Chambers started 
work at WJ. Bryce’s bookshop 
in Holbora, London; the shop 
soon moved to Museum Street, 
in a building belonging to Stan- 
!. ley Unwin, and Chambers stayed 
there, after the shop was bought 
by Bowes and Bowes, until his 
• retirement as managing direc- 
tor in 1971. As a' director of 
“the ori ginal pedigree book- 
shop” he was earning £250 p.a. 
and was refused a rise, being 
told, “Your reward will be in 
the hereafter, ray dear boy.” 
He stayed, despite having no 
Xireligious convictions. 

T? Chambers was bora in 1902, 
in Bulgaria, where hxs father was 

working on the financial con- 
cerns of a silk-spinning factoiy. 
He returned to England as a 
small child and was educated at 
St George's Roman Catholic 
- School, Walthamstow, although 


be had been baptised into the 
Orthodox Church. 

When he was five he caught 
polio and had to spend much of 
his childhood on his back, dur- 
ing which time he developed a 
passion for literature; he was left 
with a withered right arm and 
a left arm which he could not 
lift properly; “I worked on half 
an arm.” He left school aged 14 
and “thereafter I was an auio- 
didact”. His career started in 
the city as a linguist for an 
importer/exporter but, aged 23, 
he started work with Bryce's. 

He had a particular love of 
Scandinavia and the Orkneys 
and their literature, and had a 
long correspondence with the 
poet George Mackay Brown. 
Chambers spent many holidays 
cycling in northern Europe with 
his father until he married 
Kathleen Pilsbury, a painter, in 
1 943. He said of his marriage. “I 
was a late developer", but his 
withered arm had made him shy. 
When Bryce made him become 
an associate bookseller he began 
to be more confident and to find 
his skill as a public speaker. 

The Second World War was 


house, but it was not to be; de- 
spite this handicap, Diamand 
gave the festival what many con- 
sider its golden years of opera. 

In 1972 he managed to pre- 
sent the Deutsche Oper Am 
Rhein with an impossibly com- 
plex production of Zimmcr- 
mann's Die Soldaten, on the 
small-scale stage of the King's 
Theatre. Five years later, again 
at the King's, there was the high- 
ly successful production of 
Bizet's Carmen, starring Tere- 
sa Berganza and Placido 
Domingo, conducted by a 
youthful Claudio Ahbado. 

Diamand had supported 
wholeheartedly the creator of 
Scottish Opera. Sir Alex Gib- 
son’s vision of a Scottish opera 
dimension in the festival pro- 
gramme and set them well on 
their way with Scottish Opera’s 
production of Stravinsky's 
Rake's Progress in 1967. He 
also put his frith in Arthur Old- 
ham to establish and conduct 
the Edinburgh Festival Chorus. 

He was always ready to sup- 
port gifted musicians at the 
beginning of their careers. At 
the Holland Festival he pre- 
sented Kathleen Fenier and 
Benjamin Britten before they 
bad established themselves in 
Britain. He was also resolute in 
promoting the work of avant- 
garde composers, particularly 
Pierre Boulez, and even Mauri- 
cio Kagel but he had to be more 
subtle in Edinburgh. 

Taciturn and uncommunic- 
ative in his public persona, Dia- 
mand inspired love and loyalty 
among his friends. He was well 
served by his staff, and in par- 
ticular by Alex Schouvaloff as 
his deputy director and Schou- 
valoffs successor. BQ1 Tbomley. 
Both were given a free hand to 
deal wjth the theatre programme 
- 1 associate the Diamand years 
with the unforgettable produc- 
tions of Japanese Nob theatre, 
Orlando Furioso and Tadeusz 
Kan tor's Cricot Theatre pro- 
ductions of Stanislaus Witkie- 
wicz's master works The Water 
Hen and Lovelies and Dowdies. 
never before seen in Britain. 


a difficult time at Bivce’s: the 
shop had supplied schools with 
their books and prizes but at the 
outbreak of war in September 
1939, many cancelled their 
orders and publishers were re- 
luctant to take returns. Cham- 
bers often worked seven days a 
week supplying prisoner-of-war 
camps with hand-picked pack- 
ages of books sent through the 
British Red Cross, as well as 
supplying Winston Churchill. 

From 1936 until his death 
Chambers was a member of the 


Chambers: ‘personal 
bookselling’ 


Society of Bookmen. He gave 
evidence for the defence at the 
inquiry into the Net Book 
Agreement at the Old Bailey in 
1961, was an executive on the 
National Book Council and 
Chairman of the London branch 
of the Booksellers Association. 
He was a much sought-after, 
witty and mannered public speak- 
er. who had a great precision 
with words. When he retired, 
the Society of Bookmen gave a 
lunch in his honour, "one of the 
most delightful characters of the 
book trade", at the Criterion 
Restaurant, for 140 friends, 
colleagues and admirers. 

It was through working for 
Chambers at Bryce's from 1967 
to 1969 that l first leami about 
"personal bookselling''; the im- 
portance of establishing rela- 
tionships with customers and 
Lhe exciting possibilities of en- 
thusing people with previously ■ 
unknown works. 

He retired to Axminsier in 
Devon, where he was the volun- 
tary curator at the local muse- 
um. Although his sight foiled, his 
mind remained active to the end. 

- Sarah Anderson 


Among many highlights, 
Frank Dunlop's Pop Theatre 
productions gave new meaning 
to Shakespeare, while the 
Prospect Theatre's Richard II 
launched the career of Ian 
McKellen. The Romanian Bu- 
landra Theatre production of 
Leonce and Lena introduced the 
young Ion Carroitru, now the 
Romanian Minister of Culture. 
Modem dance was encouraged 
although there was no proper 
dance theatre. Pina Bauscb and 
Ncderlands Dance helped es- 
tablish the festival as a venue for 
experimental dance. 

Diamand was also the first 
director to lake the contempo- 
rary visual arts seriously, and 
took the risk of asking me to or- 
ganise exhibitions of contem- 
porary. live artists. In 1967 I 
found myself presenting an ex- 
hibition of 100 contemporary 
British painters. In 1968 it was 
30 Canadian artists. Over the 
years up to 1978, 1 was respon- 
sible fora programme which in- 
troduced the avant-garde artists 
of Romania, Poland, Germany, 
Austria and France. The Ger- 
man exhibition in 1970 was the 
first to show Josef Beuys's work 
to the English-speaking world. 

In a conversation with Iain 
Crawford at the 40ih Edin- 
burgh Festival, Diamand he 
was asked to express his views 
on the festival's future. He ex- 
pressed his worries that the fes- 
tival had done more and more 
to attract an undiscriminating 
public, as if it was quantity that 
mattered. "I think this is sheer 
nonsense," he said. “What I 
consider as the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival is addressed to a limited au- 
dience. Without knowledge 
about the contents of the festi- 
val you cannot expect to attract 
a mass audience ” 

These wise words suggest 
that it is not enough to invest 
in art festivals without first in- 
vesting in art education. In an * 
age when marketing forces are 
driving the arts, never has the 
spirit of Peter Diamand been 
more needed. 

- Richard Demarco 


The most English of actors: Villiers as Captain Hook with Gayle Hunnicutt in the title- 
role in rehearsals for Peter Pan, 1979 Photograph: Hulton Getty 


James Villiers 


James Michael Hyde Villiers, 
actor: born London 29 
September 1933; married 
1966 Patricia Donovan 
(marriage dissolved 1984), 
1994 Lucy Jex; died Arundel, 
West Sussex 18 January 1998. 


One of the country's most dis- 
tinctive character actors, with 
ripe articulation and a flair for 
displaying supercilious arro- 
gance that put him in the Vin- 
cent Price class of screen 
villains. James Villiers was of- 
Len cast in such roles in his ear- 
ly years. He was also the most 
English of actors, and not sur- 
prisingly his career was liberal- 
ly sprinkled with the works of 
Shaw. Coward, Wilde and 
dramatists of the Restoration. 

His film career flourished in 
the Sixties when he was a par- 
ticular favourite of the director 
Joseph Losev, while his work in 
the theatre spans over 40 years. 
On television he achieved par- 
ticular success and recognition 
with his portrayal of Charles II 
(to whom he bore a strong re- 
semblance) in the series The 
First Churchills. 

Bora in London in 1933, Vil- 
liers | pronounced Villers) was 
proud of his aristocratic lineage 
this family tree goes back to the 
Duke of Rockingham). He was 
brought up in Shropshire and 
later at Ormeley Lodge in Rich- 
mond. more recently the home 
of James Goldsmith, and edu- 
cated at Wellington College. He 
had. however, become stage- 
struck as a child (his brother 
John recalls Villiers as a boy 


begging Colchester Repertory 
to take him on in any capacity 
whatever and being heartbroken 
when they refused) and at prep 
school he gained a reputation 
as their best actor. 

After training at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art, 
where be formed lifelong 
friendships with fellow students 
and cricket enthusiasts Peter 
OTboIe and Ronald Fraser, he 
made his stage ddbul at the 
Summer Theatre in Frinton as 
William Blore in Agatha 
Christie’s thriller Ten Little Nig- 
gers (1953). and the following 
year made his first West End ap- 
pearance with the Shakespeare 
Memorial Company in Toad of 
Toad Hall . 

In 1955 he started a two-year 
period with the Old Vic Com- 
pany. his roles including Tre- 
bonius in Julius Caesar and 
Bushy in Richard II. He made 
his Broadway d£but in the lat- 
ter role in 1956 during the Old 
Vic tour of the United States 
and Canada, then spent a year 
with the English Stage Com- 
pany. In 1960 he made his film 
debut in Tony Richardson’s 
The Entertainer (which also 
marked the screen debuts of 
Alan Bates and Albert Finney), 
and lhe following year made his 
first thriller (in a rare heroic 
role). The Clue of the New Pin 
(1961). 

He first worked with Losey 
on The Damned (1961). and for 
the same director played in 
£iv (1962) and as an officer in 
the finely acted pacifist piece 
King and Country (1964). In Ro- 
man Polanski's Repulsion ( 1 965) 


he was the friend who ambigu- 
ously gives John Fraser a kiss, 
in Seth Holt’s The Nanny (1965) 
Villiers and Wendy Craig were 
the parents of a disturbed child 
left in the care of Bette Davis 
at her most neurotic, and in 
George Sidney’s Half d Six- 
pence (196S) he was the snob- 
bish father of the society girl 
Kipps {Tommy Steele) hopes to 
many. 

Other films included Noth- 
ing Bid the Best (1963), Blood 
from the Mummy's Tomb (1971 ). 
For Your Eves Only (1981) and 
Let Him Haw It (1991). His 
many television appearances 
included Pygmalion (as Profes- 
sor Hlggjns), Lady Windermere ’s 
Fan, Fortunes of War and most 
recently Dance to the Music of 
Time. Stage successes include 
the thriller Write Me a Murder 
(1962). a superbly droll and 
highly acclaimed performance 
as Victor Prynne in John Giel- 
gud’s 1972 revival of Coward's 
Private Lives, sLaning Maggie 
Smith and Robert Stephens, a 
forceful Earl of Wtrwick in 
John Gements's 1974 produc- 
tion of Saint Joan, and promi- 
nent roles in such classics as 
Pirandello's Henry /!•' (with Rex 
Harrison ), The Way of the World 
and The Last of Mrs Chevney. 

A few years ago he created 
the role of Lord Thurlow in 
Nicholas Hytner's staging for 
the National Theatre of Alan 
Bennett's The Madness of 
George III, and most recently 
was featured as Mr Brownluw 
in the hit revival of CHher! at the 
London Palladium. 

— Tom VaHance 


Amie 

Comeaux 


Amte Comeaux, singer: bom 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 4 
December 1976; died near 
Lacombe, Louisiana 21 
December 1997. 


Amie Comeaux’s death in a car 
crash at the age of just 21 robs 
the world of country music of 
a promising talenL A petite 
blonde, vocally reminiscent of 
older and earlier stars like 
Lome Morgan and Patsy Cline, 
sbe had lately begun to re- 
establish her career after a dis- 
appointing association with a 
major Nashville record label and 
was rapidly gaining a fan base 
in Europe. 

Bora in Brusly, Louisiana, a 
suburb of Baton Rouge dose to 
the Mississippi river, she began 
performing seriously from the 
age of eight, after an aunt who 
worked in the jewellery de- 
partment of a Baton Rouge J.C. 
Penney store used her niece's 
singing to attract customers. Ap- 
pearances at J.C. Penney in- 
store fashion shows and at 
shopping malls followed, and 
she became a regular fixture, 
performing the national an- 
them at New Orleans Saints 
football games. 

The Nashville producer 
Harold Shedd saw her in a lo- 
cal production of .Annie when 
she was 1 1 and. impressed and 
believing that she could enjoy 
dual careers as both a singer and 
an actress, signed her to a 
development deal. Six years 
later, when he became head of 
Polydor-Nashvitle, he brought 
her on board. 

The resulting, album, Mcning 
Out (1994), was produced by 
Shedd and David Briggs, and 
featured leading Music City 
session musicians, including 
Hargus “Pig" Robbins. Bruce 
Bouton and Rob Hajacos. It 
spawned three singles: the up- 
beat title song “Mewing Out", 
“Blue" (not the Bill Mack song 
of that name) and “Who’s She 
to You", the video for which 
gained airplay on Country Mu- 
sic Television Europe and in- 
troduced her to country music 
fans in Britain. None proved the 
breakthrough hit she needed 
and, although her version of the 
Pee Wee king/Redd Stewart 
standard “You Belong To Me" 
in particular suggested real in- 
terpretative depth, she was qui- 
etly dropped by a label that 
seemed uncertain what to do 
with her. 

Having maintained a loyal 
home-state following, sbe re- 
lumed to Louisiana and con- 
tinued to gig regularly. Last year 
however, she headed back to 
Nashville and, knowing that 
she needed to re-establish her- 
self in the city, started demoing 
songs for the Herb Alperl- 
owned publishing company 
Aim o- Irving. She also toured 
the UK, headlining the annual 
Good ’a’ Country Festival at 
Wrotham Heath. Kent. I had 
the good fortune to see her per- 
form there and was impressed, 
as was the crowd, by an assured 
and confident set; even a pair 
of disruptive power cuts seemed 
barely to faze her and, to wild 
applause, she sang the final part 
of the Patsy Cline classic 
“Crazy" a cappella. 

Amie Comeaux was due 
to return to Britain, in the 
company of the Scottish singer 
Janertc Somers, later (his year. 

- Paul Wade y 
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Dinners 

British Muceum 

Princess Alexandra, accompanied 
by Sir Aligns Ogflvy, was the guest 
of honour at a dinner held yesterday 
evening at the British Museum, Lou- 
don WC1, on -the occasion of the 
opening of the exhibition “Princes, 
Poets and Paladins: Islamic and In- 
dian paintings from the collection 01 
Prince and Princess Sadniddin Aga 
Khan”. Prince and Princess Sadrud- 
din Aga Khan and Mr Graham 

Greene, Chairman of the Trustees 

of the British Museum, were the 
bests. 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J. Beale 

and Miss H. J. Holmes 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Jonathan, younger son of Dr 
and Mrs DJ. Beale, of Bridgend. 
South wyes, and Helen Jane, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs P.S. Holmes, 
of Eliham, London. 

Birthdays 

Mr Adrian Beamish- ambassador to 
Mexico. 58: Dr Alan Borg. Director. 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 56: Dr 
John Burnett, former Principal. Ed- 
inburgh University, 76; Dr David 
Carev, Joint Registrar, Faculty Office. 
Archbishop ofCanteit»ury,81;Lord 
Cayzer, former cha irman. British 
and Commonwealth Shipping Co. S& 
The Rev John Coventry, former 
Master, Si Edmund's House. Cam- 
bridge, S3; Mr John Denison, former 
general manager. Royal Festival 
Hall, 87: Mr Placido Domingo, op- 
eratic tenor. 57: Mr George FbuU.es 
MP. Rarh'amentaryUoder-SeCTetaO' 

for International Development- 56; 
Dr John Haves, former Director, Na- 
tional Portrait GaIJeo% « Mr Ken- 
neth Maginnis MP, 60; Sir George 
Humphrey Middleton, formerdipto- 
mat, 8& Mr Jack Nicklaus, ffoiier, 58; 
Miss Seona Reid. Director, Scottish 
Arts Council 4S; Mr Paul Scofield, 
actor, 76; Mr Martin Shaw, actor. 

Mr Aubrey Singer, former Deputy 
Director-General. BBC 75, R i‘ ir 
Admiral sir Richard Trowbridge, 
5&Mr Laurence Whistler, glass en- 


graver and writer. So: Mr Norman 
Willis, former General Secretary. 
TUC 65. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Thomas Jonathan ("Stone- 
wall"! Jackson. Confederate gener- 
al. 3824: Christian Dior, haute 
couturier, 1*4)5: Benny Hill (Alfred 
Hawthorn HITI). comedian. 1924. 
Deaths: Lenin (Vladimir Ilyich 
Ulyanov). Russian leader. 1924: Lyi- 
ton Giles Strachey- biographer and 
critic, 1932; George Orwell (Eric 
.Arthur Blair), novelist. 1950: Cecil 
Blount de Mille. Glm director. 1 95V 
On this day: the Daily So*~>- lhe 
newspaper edited by Charles Dick- 
ens, was first issued. 1&46: taxi-cabs 
were, first officially recognised in 
Britain. 1907: a Bill aimed at raising 
the school-leaving age to L5 was de- 
feated in the House of Commons. 
1931; Edward VIIJ was proclaimed 
king. 1936. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Agnes. St Alban or 
Bartholomew Roe. St Epiphanius of 
Pavia, St Fnrctuosus of Tarragona. St 
Meinrad and St Patroclus of Troves. 

Lectures 

National Gallery. Mari Griffith. 
“Dress and Undress (•■): Palma 
Veuchia A Blonde Hhnww". 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Mi- 
randa Neave. “Early iSth-ccnlury 
English Glass". 2-50pm, 

Tate Gallery. Da' id Carr Smith, 
-Constable and 1 9: b -century Acad- 
emic Landscape: art or illusion. 1 . 
1pm. 


LAW REPORT: 21 January 1998 

Court would not enforce claim for restitution 


On an application for judicial 
review the court would not 
make an order to enforce a 
civil claim for restitution to a 
third party of money paid in 
consequence of an unlawful 
committal order. 

Pogiru j Barnet MaS’iitrahr' - G mri. 
e- pane ■ jiiKit Owen's 
Di .isjonal Court A- "1 lusur* 
ar.il Mr lustiro Garhwfl 
18 December r*'"’ 


The Divisional Court quashed 
a suspended committal order 
whereby the applicant was 
committed f«.» prison for nine 
months for failure to pav an or- 
der for £30.1 »10 costs, and grant- 
ed a declaration that the sum of 
OUUUP had been transferred to 
the bank account of the clerk to 
the Barnet justices on the in- 
structions of the applicant's 
mother in consequence of an 
unlawful committal order. 

In 1^42 lhe appiicani had 


been convicted of offences of 
dishonesty, and had been or- 
dered to pay £30,000 towards 
the costs of the prosecution. He 
had failed 10 make any pay- 
ment under the costs order, and 
in September 1996 appeared 
before Lhe Barnet Magistrates' 
Court for an enquiry as to his 
means. There was evidence 
before the justices that the 
applicant received £400 a 
month from the trustees of two 
discretionary trusts. 

The justices found that the 
applicant had culpably ne- 
glected to pay the costs order, 
and made a suspended com- 
mittal order of nine months' 
imprisonment to take effect if 
the whole amount was not 
paid by 9 December 1996. On 
h December the justices issued 
the committal warrant. 

The applicant’s mother had 
deposited £30.000 of her own 
munev with the applicants so- 


licitors with instructions that it 
should only be paid over to the 
court if it became absolutely 
necessary, and in particular to 
avoid her son's going to prison. 
The money was telegraphical- 
ly transferred to the magis- 
trates' court and the applicant, 
who had been taken to the cells, 
was released. He sought orders 
of certiorari to quash the com- 
mittal order and mandamus di- 
recting the clerk to the justices 
to repay £30.000 plus interest 
to his mother. 

Peter McGrail (Row? and Cohen. 
Manchester I for the applicant; Kate 
Astaniotis (Crown Prosecution 
Service ) for the respondent. 

Mr Justice Garland said that 
lhe justices could only have con- 
cluded that the applicant would 
be able 10 pay £30,000 by re- 
sorting to the discretionary 
trusts, and that was an error. 
They should in the circum- 


stances only have taken account 
of such sums as he had actual- 
ly received. On that ground 
alone the committal order 
should never have been made. 

There was authority for the 
proposition that it was unlaw- 
ful for justices to impose a fine 
which a defendant had no re- 
alistic prospect of paying, a for- 
tiori if it was imposed in the 
hope or expectation that it 
would be paid by a third party. 
There was no distinction to be 
drawn between a fine and an or- 
der for costs. The order com- 
mitting the applicant to prison 
had been made on an incorrect 
basis in law; the sum to be paid 
was plainly beyond the appli- 
cant’s means; and if there was 
an expectation that il would be 
paid by a third party, that too 
was unlawful. For those reasons 
the order would be quashed. 

With regard to the repay- 
ment of the £30,000. there was 


no authority for the use of 
mandamus to enforce a civil 
duty to make restitution to a 
third party, even though the 
duty arose from the quashing 
of an order. Money paid by mis- 
take as a result of an actual or 
perceived threat fell to be re- 
covered in accordance with the 
principles of restitution or qua- 
si contract. Unfortunately, the 
law lacked clarity and although 
a claim by the applicant's moth- 
er to recover her money was 
meritorious, it would be both 
novel and not free from difficulty. 

Even if the court felt able to 
do so it should not give effect 
to a private claim for restitu- 
tion, however meritorious, 
when the cause of action was 
other than obvious and certain. 
It would, however, grant a de- 
claration that the money had 
been transferred in conse- 
quence of an unlawful order. 

- Kate 0‘Hanhn, Banister 
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A spelling lesson for undergraduates: our words are our bond 
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Number 14 down in yesterday’s crossword 
was "prophesy for heretic with ecstasy" 
( 13). Solve it, and then iiy to say correct 
spelling docs not matter. It’s not “ecsta- 
sy” that is the test. Getting its three tricky 
consonants right is not ultimately a mat- 
ter of life and death. Ecstasy is only the 
current settled spelling of a word that has 
historically bounced around. If all those 
who ingest the fashionable drug were to 
decide to spell it once again with an "x", 
doubtless in time the convention would 
change and nobody would be the worse 
for it. One of the delights of English is its 
malleability. “Prophesy” however Is dif- 
ferent matter. For a start, the crossword 
clue does not work unless you know that 
prophesy is a verb- “prophecy"! the noun) 
would have given a different solution. Here 
is a prime instance where conservatism is 
the friend of precision, where linguistic lax- 
ity leads to loss of meaning. And to those 
who failed to complete the crossword, the 
answer is the verb “prognosticate". 


Unlike the Germans, who have pre- 
cipitated a constitutional crisis over 
spelling reforms, or the French, to whom 
neologism is like alien invasion, we in 
Britain take these things informally. Even 
the recent proposal by John Honey inset 
up a committee of sages to oversee 
changes in language use sounds authori- 
tarian. That suspicion of top-down cultural 
ordinances is healthy. But freedom of 
speech is not the same as orthographic an- 
archy. New evidence that the nation’s os- 
tensibly best and brightest undergraduates 
cannot spell is alarming. 

Bernard Richards, formerly of 
Brasenose College, has written a piece for 
Oxford Magazine comparing the spelling 
of Eng Lit students over the past decade. 
It is not a rigorous study; he cannot tell, 
for example, whether the poor perfor- 
mance of his former students in their fi rst- 
year exams reflects how they were when 
they did their A-levc Is, or shows the bale- 
ful influence of 12 months' dreaming 


’neath those spires. However, it is a study 
which chimes. Young people often write 
to The independent, for jobs, work expe- 
rience placements, advice - all of which 
we arc happy to supply up to the limits of 
our ability. But when they write to “The 
lndcpendant", which a depressingly large 
number do, our patience wears thin. 

Good spelling is a badge of attentive- 
ness. Young people who write job appli- 
cations spattered with misspellings are 
undermining their prospects, not because 
they fail to convey their attributes and as- 
pirations (dearly most misspellings nev- 
ertheless convey their meaning); no, they 
damage their prospects because the 
employer reads the letter and concludes 
that this applicant does not think it mat- 
ten to take care about getting things righL 
And their conclusion is correct. When 
Ruud Gullit said Chelsea played “sloppily” 
at Everton on Saturday, the' expression of 
his disappointment was precise: his play- 
ers did not concentrate, did nor commit 


So with sloppy spellers. How many Blues 
fans would write to their player-manager 
without according him the respect of 
spelling his n ame right? Bad spellers be- 
tray an unattractive quality of absence of 
min d ... thar 's absence, not abcence or ab- 
scence, as the young Oxonians apparent- 
ly write. Of course, if a young literary type 
were to write absinthe of.mind, we would 
apphud their inventiveness - realising that 
the play on words only works if it is built 
on a platform of consensus. Bad spellers 
are saying to iheir readers thq' do not care 
enough to get it righL 

At one time that attitude was greeted 
as evidence of free spirit, potential cre- 
ativity. Why bother about the rules as long 
as expression flows free - wi butha abat 
thu rools at awl? But the rules are not a 

straitjacket (not straightjacket, says the 
Oxford Dictionary for Writers and Editors). 
Regularity in spelling is the basis of 
effective communication. Only if we pos- 
sess language mutually are we guaranteed 


the knowledge of what'som^ne ison 

s^ouL Just as there is no one to ^xaerwtth- 

ouTa bourgeoisie, so without to— 
language there can be no 
□riSty-We need toTmow.that accom- 
modation has two cs and two ms, not be- 
cause we couldn’t otherwise recognise a; 
des res, but because spelling « Jhat way- 



in use and definition. 

Of course alL change is not decline. 
■‘Dumbing down” is an attractive thesis for 
older folk and has been since the begin - 
nfag of time. Yet during the past three 
decades large mistakes do appear to have 
been made in teaching practice, and in ex- 
amination procedure. For Oxford dons to 
have allowed Eng Lit students to proceed 
with such egregiously bad. spelling says 
something uncomplimentary about their 
devotion to duty. That is uncomplimen- 
tary, not uncomplementaiy - the differ- 
ence is worth preserving. - 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 
and include a davrime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail : Ietters<Q'indepcnde?iLca.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to gyve a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


LETTERS 



Access to abortion 

Sir; Contrary to the assertion 
given in your editorial of 20 Jan- 
uary. the Abortion Act of 1967 
has not ensured that abortion 
is generally available to women. 
Whether a woman can obtain 
an early abortion frequently 
depends on her doctor's view 
and where she lives. 

We receive calls every day 
from distressed women whose 
doctors have refused to refer 
them for an abortion on the ba- 
sis of the doctor s personal in- 
terpretation of the law or moral 
objection to abortion. 

It is also apparent from gov- 
ernment figures that it is far 
more difficult to get an abortion 
in some parts of the oountiy 
than others. The inequality 
ranges between Northumber- 
land, where nine out of ten 
abortions are paid for by the 
NHS, to North-west Lan- 
cashire, where the figure is 
fewer than three in ten. 

Frank Dobson's statement 
that it should be made easier to 
obtain an early abortion is 
strongly supported by the Fam- 
ily Planning Association. We 
wish to see the law changed to 
allow abortion on request in the 
first three months of pregnan- 
cy. Women will continue to 
need abortions, so it is essential 
to ensure that these can lake 
place as early as possible. 
ANNEWEYMAN 
Chief Executive 
Family Planning. Association 
London N1 

Sir: Frank Dobson told BBC 
television news on 19 January 
that he believes in easier access 
to earlier abortions because 
early abortions are “less upset- 
ting mentally". 

Is this what we have come 
to? Right is something we feel 
good about, and wrong is some- 
thing we feel upset about? 

Making abortions easier 
does not make abortion right. 
What we need to consider is not 
whether abortion is emotional- 
ly acceptable, but whether it is 
morally acceptable. 

HUGH J THOMSON 
Consultant Surgeon 
Birmingham 

Sir Under clause 2 of the 1967 
Abortion Act a woman has to 
persuade her doctor that con- 
tinuation of the pregnancy 
would be of significant risk to 
her physical or mental health. 
It is not the doctor's role to en- 
force personal moral inclina- 
tions on the patienu but simply 
to satisfy himself that sufficient 


maturity of thought has brought 
about the decision. The moral 
responsibility of the decision lies 
with the mother. 

Sadly some of the medical 
profession feel that their own 
moral conviction should be en- 
forced on the patients and 
refuse access to this treatment 
Others feel that the NHS 
should not cany the cost of this 
service, but the majority of us 
do allow the mother to own her 
decision and retain some dig- 
nity. Hence, in the majority of 
cases, abortion is already avail- 
able 3t request. 

Frank Dobson's efforts to 
streamline the process for 
women are common sense and 
show he has a depth of under- 
standing of both the doctor’s 
roles and the mother's dilemma. 
Dr JOERAN McCORMACK 
London W6 

Sir: Presumably Frank Dob- 
son is “huffing and puffing" 
about abortion ( leader. 20 Jan- 
uary) because he perceives a 
problem with existing abortion 


law from the starting point of 
women’s health needs. 1 agree 
with him. Abortion should not 
be seen as a moral question. Pol- 
icy should simply be designed 
to allow for services that best 
meet women's needs when they 
are faced with unwanted preg- 
nancy. What else makes sense? 

Most women who have 
abortions are in their 20s and 
30s. They know their own minds 
and can assess better than any- 
one else whether continuing a 
pregnancy is sensible or not. 
Why then treat them like chil- 
dren and demand they gel per- 
mission from doctors? We don’t 
need permission from doctors 
to have other operations we 
need. 

f m if i .fr 

Canterbury 

Sin Rather than making abor- 
tion easier, Mr Dotson should 
be promoting adoption as a 
positive alternative. There are 
thousands of couples who would 
give a good home to the babies 
who are being needlessly killed. 


For the mother as well, go- 
ing through with the pregnan- 
cy and having the baby adopted 
will be less traumatic in the long 
run than ao abortion, however 
early it may be, and however 
coldly clinical it may seem. 

PK RAY 
London W? 

Selfish parkers 

Sir In the correspondence on 
the danger of bikes on pave- 
ments the matter of cars on 
pavements has not been ad- 
dressed. 

Eveiy street suffers to some 
degree from cars parki n g on the 
pavement. This is dangerous, il- 
legal and selfish. We cannot let 
car users get away with letting 
us believe lhat they are not also 
a danger on the pavements. 
Stopping bikes and cars using 
pavements would make them a 
far safer place for those who 
should be using them - pedes- 
trians. 

GARETH DURLING 
Otley, West Yorkshire 


Amazing airport 

Sir. Martin Plimmer (ISM. 17 
January) criticises Heathrow as 
a "Lego heap of gloomy balls 
and temporary buildings” and 
accuses the airport of “doing 
nothing to amaze its customers”. 

It is easy to sit here in 1998 
and say that Heathrow was 
poorly planned 50 years ago, 
much harder to have antici- 
pated the growth in air travel 
and planned to meet that 
growth with additional facilities. 
Yet by and large this is what has 
been achieved at Heathrow. 

With investment in new fa- 
culties at Heathrow now run- 
ning at more than £lm a day no 
wonder there is evidence of 
construction taking place. We 
have not yet found a way to re- 
furbish our terminals invisibly, 
but we have found a way to do 
this vital work and still keep the 
world's busiest international 
airport operating smoothly. 
ROGER CATO 
Managing Director 
B.AA Heathrow 


Smoky pubs 

Sir The concern that a ban on 
smoking in pubs will result in 
a decrease in trade (letter, 19 
January) does not seem rec- 
oncilable with the continued en- 
thusiastic participation in the 
nation's favourite pastime in 
Australia, where pub smoking 
is not allowed. 

There may be many like ray- 
self who steer clear of pubs at 
present in order to avoid 
breathing carcinogens and hav- 
ing our clothes stink for days af- 
terwards. Since non-smokers 
are in the majority, it is quite 
conceivable that pub trade 
would increase. 

Dr R TAYLOR 
Kingston, 

West Sussex 

Pigs with names 

Sir: Pigs are certainly “intelli- 
gent, gutsy creatures" (letter, 
19 January), but I dispute that 
they would rather we did not 
eat them. 


The world would be poor- 
er if pigs could only be found 
in zoos. It is because we can 
make good use of sausages and 
ham that some of us can enjoy 
their company, sense of hu- 
mour and inventiveness in 
gamesmanship, and admire 
the nests they build for their 
twice-y early accouchemenis. 

My family has for 50 years 
used names to come to terms 
with the destiny of all farm an- 
imals. Pigs destined for pork 
had no individual names but 
were given the greatest con- 
sideration and freedom of 
their 11 acres during their 
four months. The few des- 
tined for bacon were named to 
mark their special good for- 
tune in enjoying sun, mud and 
woodland romps for seven 
months. 

Parting is always difficult 
but a price worth paying for the 
previous companionship and 
good life. 

MARY HERON 
Glaisdale, 

North Yorkshire 


First car victim 

Sir. Next month sees the cen- 
tenary of Britain’s first fetal car 

crash. On 12 February 1898 
Henry Iindfield, a Brighton 
businessman, smashed his 
speeding car into a tree near 
Purley, Surrey. 

Russell Hfll Road is still a 
dangerous, winding road. It 

now bears the signs “care, speed 

humps" and leads into the busy 
red route at Purley Comer. 

A simple prayer vigil will be 
held at the site at midday on the 
centenary to remember all who 
have died on our roads over the 
past century, estimated at half 
a millio n people. A century af- 
ter Lmdfield's death, we have 
still not yet learnt how to tame 
speeding drivers. 

A PORTER 
London W2 

Big as hailstones 

Sin Commenting on the asso- 
ciation between hail and the 
Selsey tornado. William Hart- 
ston (Weather. 16 January) ex- 
presses surprise that 
measurement of hailstone size 
is disappointingly vague. He says 
that “the meteorological world 
is clearly in great need of an of- 
ficial scale for hailstone mea- 
surement". 

Meteorologists already use 
millimetres and centimetres. 
Phrases such as “the size of golf 
balls” are bandy for anyone who 
happens to be caught in a hail- 
storm without a ruler; and, of 
course, for the news media 
looking for a dramatic headline. 

Moreover, a hailstorm in- 
tensity scale (from “pea" to 
“coconut”) has been in use 
since 1986, when it was intro- 
duced by the Tornado and. 
Storm Research Organisation, 
based at Oxford Brookes Uni- 
versity. 

DAVID PEDGLEY 
Crowmarshy Oxfordshire 

Nothing like a dome 

Sir. Given the lack of public sup- 
port for Peter Maude Ison's mil-" 
lennium project, I would like to 
propose an alternative use for 
the Greenwich site. The mil - 
lennium dome should be flipped 
through 180 degrees aad re- 
named the millennium wok. 
Tbe millennium could then be 
marked tty the largest stir-fry in 
history, and the resul ting food 
distributed to London's home- 
less, ensuring widespread pop- 
ularity for the project. 

TOM PERKIN 
. Canterbury 


As the rum butterers simmered, all became clear. Delia 



MILES 

KINGTON 


“There are hard months ahead 
for the producers of rum but- 
ter!" cried the speaker. “Every 
year it is the same! Every year 
after Christmas the consump- 
tion of rum butter goes down! 
And yet we are never prepared 
for it! Never! Why not?” 

There was a roar 'of agree- 
ment. 

It was the annual extraor- 
dinary general meeting at Rum 
Butter House, the HQ of the 
producers of that strangely 
British foodstuff known as rum 
butter. Eveiy year we buy vast 
quantities of Lhe stuff to put on 
our Christmas puddings, and 
the trade booms. Every year, in 
Januaiy, we stop buying it, and 
the trade slumps. No other 
country has a slump in rum but- 
ter. Well, no other country has 


rum butter, come to that Nor 
has any other country got 
Christinas pudding. There is 
also, if we are going to be fair 
about it, a rather sudden slump 
in the sale of Christmas pud- 
dings at the end of each 
December. 

But there is nothing quite 
like the the annual extraordi- 
nary' general meeting that they 
have every year at Rum Butter 
House. 

“Order, order!" shouted 
Lord Nugget, the chairman of 
the rum butter industry. “For 
heaven's sake, ladles and gen- 
tlemen, we cannot have these 
scenes every year!" 

“Then do something about 
it!” came a shout. “Think of a 
plan!" 

"We have thought of plans 


galore f" cried Lord Nugget. 
“We have tried everything! We 
have invented a rum butler- 
based liqueur copied from Bai- 
ley's Irish Cream! We tried to 
get climbers in the Lake District 
to rub rum butter in their 
leather boots! Wc urged their 
wives to rub it into their bod- 
ies! We brought out a rum 
butter alcopop! We persuaded 
the Body Shop to do tests on a 
rum butter cream and a rum 
buuer shampoo! I even tried 
the ram butler shampoo myself! 
And what happened?" 

“All your hair fell out!” cried 
the heckler. 

Everyone laughed. Lord 
Nugget was as near bald as 
makes no difference. Lord 
Nugget himself smiled. 

"You may laugh,” he cried, 


"hut this is a serious situation. 
Every year in the first few 
months we build up huge re- 
serves of rum butter, and sell 
very little of il till the climbing 
season starts again. What we 
need to do is find another use 
for it! Does anyone here have 
any ideas ?“ 

There was a silence, broken 
by a voice from the crowd. 

"Yes! 1 have an idea!” 

All eyes turned. The speak- 
er was a handsome young man 
with a rakish smile. 

“What's your name, young 
man?" asked Lord Nugget 
sternly. 

“Toby Skillet, sir. The Skil- 
lets of Blunderdale have been 
making rum butter since 1793. 
William Wordsworth hims elf 
would never go climbing 


would save them 


wiLhoui a jar of our stuff in his 
valet’s pocket." 

“Then come up here and tell 
everyone your idea." 

The young man lightly leapt 
up on the stage, took the mi- 
crophone from Lord Nugget, 
and faced the crowd, his eyes 
flas hing . 

“Ladies, gentlemen and 
comrades of the nun butter in- 
dustry! There is only one thing 
we need do! And that is to get 
rum butter involved in cook- 
ing!" 

There was a sfleoee. Lord 
Nugget stirred. 

“How do you mean, boy?" 

"What we’ve gotto do is gel 
the same thing happening m 
rum butter as happened to 
cranberries. Cranberries were 
heavily featured as a cooking 


ingredient by Delia Smith one 
year, and suddenly you couldn't 
find cranberries in the shops. 
Cranberry people made a for- 
tune. Why can’t the same thing 
happen to rum butter?" 

"Because nobody has ever 
recommended anyone to use 
rum butter in cooking!” shout- 
ed a voice. 

"Because people say that 
rum butter is fattening!” 

“Because people are- afraid 
of alcohol, and people are afraid 
of butter, but people are twice 
as afraid of both of them com- 
bined!” shouted another voice. 

"Because cranberries are 
ever so 1990s and good for you, 
but a goody-goody like Delia 
Smith would never touch ram 
butter!” 

“You are • all cowards!” 


shouted Toby Skillet of Blun- 
derdale. “How do you know? 
Nobody has even approached 
Delia Smith to get her to put 
rum butter in her recipes! Delia 
Smith has no doubt never even 
thought of it! It wouldn’t hurt 
to put it to her!” 

“And who’s going to do that, 
pretty boy?!” 

“I will!” thundered Toby 
Skillet. “By heaven, if nobody 
else will, I willl” 

A silence fell in Rum But- 
ter HalL Lord Nugget shook the 
boy's hand. 

“Good luck, son, 1 " he said. . 
“It’s a dangerous mission. Wfe 
all wish you well. Go with our 
blessing." 

Tomorrow: We follow young 
Toby to Chateau Delia Smith fir 
a thrilling denouement 
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Oh, how I yearn for some 
fire, some passion 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

THE PERSONAL IS 
STILL POLITICAL 


Somewhere, possibly aver the rainbow among 

(he unicorns and the fairies, lives a far more 
mythical creature, the militant feminist. Peo- 
ple talk about this creature with aw and dis- 
dain. Paxo on Newsnigfu kept banging on 
about militant feminists and how horrible they 
had been to Ted Hughes over Sylvia PJath. 
Militant feminists were also apparently re- 
sponsible for enabling women to have the 
abortions that so many women who are not 
militant feminists have every day. Militant fem- 
inists have stopped young women looking 
lovely and they have made a younger gener- 
ation scared of identifying themselves with 
the F-word. The onfy militant feminist I re- 
member meeting was a woman at Greenham 
who cut bits out of the fence and hung them 
around her belL We called her Metal Mickey. 
God she was militant, she said that all metal 
was a male conspiracy and she was reclaim- 
ing its power. She was barking, and looked 
liked Stig of the Dump. 1 feel somehow she 
is unlikely to be selected as a prospective 
Labour candidate, but that is their loss. 

We obviously need militant fe minis t*; 
more than they ever needed us. The new 
feminism promoted in Natasha Walter’s 
eponymous book takes a stand against 
much of what she claims they stood for. This 
is in the context of the correct but rather 
bland arguments she makes for equality. The 
criticism directed towards Walter and 
Naomi Wolf - basically, “Tell us something 
we don’t already know” - does not take into 
account the fact that books such as this may 
well speak to a generation who genuinely 
know nothing about feminism. Walters work 
is conciliatory in lone. Things should 
change. She doesn’t know how they should 
change, nor why men should give up pow- 
er. Perhaps she is just not angry enough: 
perhaps one day she will be. Perhaps anger 
is outmoded, and militant and unattractive 
to men, and the new femininity is far too 
girlie for polemical ranting and raving, but 
oh I yearn for passion, some fire, some en- 
ergy. Where is Valerie Solanas when you 
need her? 

Yet the attacks on Writer from some old- 
er feminists make me want to defend her, 
in that they are so patronising. I'd better sit- 
uate myself here. I am not as young as 
Natasha but not as old, obviously, as some- 
one like Germaine Greer; and while I do 
not know any mili tant feminists, I know lots 
of bitter and twisted ones who feel that they 
have never been properly acknowledged or 
indeed thanked by a younger generation. 
They may have done it all before, they may 
have done it more thoroughly and far bet- 
ter than any of us ever could, but the fact 
is, each generation has to make its own mis- 
takes as well as its own manifestoes. 

The only argument worth having is 
about ideas: No one really cares about 


whether women wear lipstick and shoes and 
revealing clothes and the like, though I am 
aware that there always lurks the veiy odd 
exception. No one needs permission to get 
dressed up as they damn well like. Let us 
not reduce an important argument to a pure- 
ly cosmetic one. 

No, what matters is Wilter’s central 
theme of separating the personal from the 
political. The difficulty is that, as with so 
many discussions of feminism, the argument 
is in something of a cultural vacuum. Ail col- 
lective politics is undergoing transformation. 
W&Jler is a moderniser in the New Labour 
sense of the word, hence her concern with 
image, inclusive ness and ultra-fee 1-good rea- 
sonableness. The weaknesses of the book 
Qows from this valiant attempt to modernise 
the peculiarly vague version of politics 
that describes itself as feminist. Like the New 
Labour modernisers, she cannot pay enough ■ 
attention to class, the institutionalisation of 
power and the genuine conflict that this 
produces. 

If anyone can be a feminist - those who 
have rape fantasies, and white wedding?, and 
enough money not to care - then why should 
anyone be a feminist? If you are not driven 
by a desire to eradicate rhe power differ- 
ence between men and women, then why 
bother with such a dissolute and unfocused 
ideology? 

Whereas Walter argues for a separation 
between the personal and political. I would 
argue that in many areas the opposite is hap- 
pening. The gap between what is properly pri- 
vate and what is purely public is one we debate 
all the time, whether we are talking about the 
behaviour of politicians or the domestic di- 
vision of labour. Wie cannot talk about fem- 
inism. it seems to me. without addressing 
theories of representation. Representation in 
both senses of the word. How are women rep- 
resented culturally? And are women repre- 
sented equally in positions of power? 

We dearly have a long way to go on both 
fronts. Nor can we continue talking about 
feminism these days without discussing glob- 
alisation, the economic forces that are dri- 
ving through fundamental changes in the 
workplace, or Lhe position of an ideological 
movement (Walter st£U quaintly refers to it 
as a movement) in this era of post-modern 
scepticism. Where are the ideas about the 
new technologies, the position of women un- 
der fundamentalist religions, the redefining 
of what power might mean? 

She is right that feminism has travelled 
down far too many blind allies concerning 
dress and sexuality and has become little more 
than therapy for some. She is wrong to main- 
tain that the personal is only ever purely per- 
sonal though sometimes it may well be. The 
gap between the personal and political is a 
social construction that works in favour of 
the status quo. Exposing that gap changes 
lives, in that it reveals that much of what is 
taken for granted is socially constructed. This 
insight above all others is what allows the pos- 
sibility for change. If you do not understand 
that gender and sex roles and inequality do 
not just happen, but are created by the cul- 
ture we all live in. then how do you begin to 
argue that they may be dismantled and re- 
made in the image of the new model femi- 
nism? This, rather than iter’s terrific good 
looks, is what we should be focusing on. 

It matters Little whether the ideas of the 
new feminism are second-hand. After all sec- 
ond-hand clothes can be as chic as anything 
that is produced today. That, however, is no 
excuse for second rate and internalised dis- 
cussion. But then I'm just an old-fashioned 
girl who would like my heart set aflutter, not 
after we’ve changed Lhe world but while we 
are changing it. 



What if you could talk to anyone 
in the world in their own language? 


A couple of weeks back wjhile 
surfing the Internet (yes, the 
20th century has come to our 
household) I found that you 
could get it to translate from one 
language to another. If you use 
the AltaVista search engin ■ to 
find a document you will see the 
word “translate”. Hit it an J it 
win give you the thing in the ; br- 
eign language of your cho ce. 
That is not much use for Ani^o- 
phones as most of the pages! on 
the Internet are already in E ng- 
lish. but 1 saw some siuf in 
Spanish about a speech I had 
made in Buenos Aires. I w ren- 
dered what they were saying 
about me and hit the butto i. 

I discovered that “in 198 ) it 
entered to The Independnu, 
where at the moment assori Jte 
evolves tike publisher. Its w irk 
as journalist in these means p to- 
vided ...” and so on. You can 
see what they were saying, but 
the translation is less than Ele- 
gant. It is, however, better dan 
nothing, and at the moment it 
is free. 

What is really exciting here 
is not just that these systems en- 
able non-English speakers to 
extract information from the in- 
ternet, nor that computer trans- 
lation. for all its weaknesses, is 
now becoming a practical tipol. 
It is that all the elements j are 
there, in prototype form, for si- 
multaneous translation of 
speech. 

Voice recognition? li is 
there already and getting hel- 
ler all the time. Voice synthe- 
sis? Works fine. Translation? 
Coming along. In, say. 10 years' 
time it is quite plausible ihaljwe 
will be able to speak into a 
telephone in one language and 
have the words come out at ihe 
other end in another. Computer 
translation will do for wmds 
what the electronic calculator 
has done for mental arithmetic. 

Well, not quite. Anyone 
who enthuses about new tech- 
nologies has to he award of the 
false promises of technology in 


the pasL Translation is very dif- 
ficult for a number of reasons. 
Computers find it very bard to 
cope with homonyms - words 
which sound the same but have 
different meanings according to 
the context. They find it hard 
to cope with languages where 
the structure and grammar is 
completely different: for ex- 
ample languages (such as Eng- 
lish) where the position of the 
word in the sentence, as op- 
posed to the ending of the 
word, is crucial to understand- 
ing who is doing what to whom. 
And they are totally baffled by 
subtleties such as irony. 

But it will all get better and 
I think we will get to the stage 
in the next decade where pro- 
vided the language is kept sim- 
ple, computers will routinely 
translate phone conversations as 
well as documents. We may 
even be able to buy pocket 
synthesisers that translate our 
words into the chosen foreign 
language, and then translate 
the reply. 

If this is right, it is of seis- 
mie importance. At the moment 
the world is moving quite rapid- 
ly to a single common standard. 
English is becoming the 
“Windows" of the verbal world. 
It is already spoken by as many 
non-native speakers as native. 
And the non-natives are de- 
veloping new, simpler and 
more precise forms of the lan- 
guage than the versions we 
use. These versions are less rich, 
for they use fewer words and 
less complicated structures. 
But they are more effective 
tools for getting basic infor- 
mation across. 

Go to an international busi- 
ness conference and if a Ger- 
man or Swede is using English 
most of the audience will listen 
happily without using the si- 
multaneous translation facili- 
ties. When a Bril or an 
American starts to speak a lot 
of them reach for their head- 
phones. Reason? We tend to 
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speak faster and use less formal 
sentence structure than people 
who learn English as a second 
language. We also use collo- 
quialisms: J still wonder how the 
translators coped a couple of 
weeks ago when Tony Blair was 
in Tokyo and urged the Japan- 
ese to “go the full Monty" with 
their social and financial 
reforms. 

Over the next 10 years these 
new versions of English wiU 
spread rapidly, but they will be 
challenged by ever more com- 
petent computer translation. 
English as a medium for orig- 
inating documents will become 
more and more important - it 
has just overtaken French as the 
most popular medium in the 
EU - but quite a lot of people 
may not bother to learn Eng- 
lish in order to read them. 

Will it be tbe English lan- 
guage or computer translating 
that wins the race? Maybe nei- 
ther. Maybe people will both 
learn English and use comput- 
er translation. 

The growing international 
use of English, including com- 
puter-translated English, will 
underpin another key change 
which is starting to take place: 
the boom in cross-border trade I 
in services. We are accustomed ' 
to buying goods from abroad. 


Viewers to politicians: you’ll just have to try harder 
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PARTY POLITICAL 
BROADCASTS 


Party political broadcasts get 
under people's skin. They are 
infuriating. I am a political 
nut, and I hate them - won't 
watch, stompoff cursing for the 
five thieved minutes of the 
evening, and despise the whole 
business. Most people I’ve 
talked to feel just as strongly. 

Why should this be? Party 
broadcasts are often boring, 
true: but TV and radio are 

packed with tedium, and we just 
shrug. There’s always that 
coffee to be made or - wild 
thought - a book to be picked 
up. Some tim es the broadcasts 
are badly made, but so’s a lol 
else- Yes, they are full of tawdiy 


propaganda; but so are the 
commercial commercials, and 
some of us have learnt to enjoy 
them. Isn’t it better to be en- 
gaged in democratic propa- 
ganda than propaganda for the 
next identical-looking car? 

The first problem is the 
very faint but repulsive whiff of 
coercion, the sense of Power 
Stomping into one's living- 
room and boring on. We have 
come vaguely to accept Fiat 
and Nissan, Currys and Home- 
base, as irritating televisual 
buskers, transparent mendi- 
cants: but the Conservative 
party, or New Labour, or the 
Liberal Democrats, are some- 
how different - bossier and 
more portentous. They de- 
mand that you sit up and listen. 
1 feel the same rush of rebel- 
lious irritation that I last felt 
squirming at the back of 
when the deputy head was 
reading Dickens’ “Cricket and 
the Hearth” very slowly. Get on 
with iL Shut up- Go away. 

At tbe same time, this is 
clearlv at some level unrea- 
sonable. The parties and their 
leaders matter. They ought to 
get their chance to speak di- 
rectly to us, without the inter- 
vention of the Royal College of 
Spin, Michael Brunson, Robin 
Oakley and the rest- If we want 
to live in a democracy, we have 


certain duties to perform and 
listening to our putative lead- 
ers is perhaps one. 

Yet the broadcasters un- 
derstand the nation's squirming 
irritation with the whole busi- 
ness. Yesterday's consultation 
paper from the BBC, 1TC. 
Radio Authority and S4C sug- 
gests ditching the parties' rights 
to political broadcasts at times 
of their choosing between elec- 
tions. The immensely tedious 
posi-Budget broadcasts, redo- 
lent of the 1950s and unneces- 
sary after hours of Commons 
and expert coverage, would 
also be ditched. 

In return, adminedly, there 
would be more broadcasts to 
cover the proposed new as- 
sembly and local elections. 
Since this is when voters actu- 
ally need information, it makes 
sense. 

The document is radical in 
that the broadcasters them- 
selves. and not the politicians, 
are grasping the nettle. The 
politicians, judging by rheir 
first reactions, are merely net- 
tied. They shouldn’t be. 

First, these broadcasts are 
tiny, weak weapons of political 
war. swamped in their effect by 
news and current affairs, and 
low in impact. Second, the 
politicians themselves seem 
unsure quite how to use them: 


one eloquent linle remark in 
the new document !■> that 
“Many parties felt five minutes 
was too long" for their own 
broadcasts. j 

Overall, the broadcasters' 
paper is a long-overdue heck- 
le from the real world. With 
their stagey music, wijuid-be 
“frank" interviews witty Dear 
Leaders and Common People, 
and pionkingly partisan! analy- 
sis, these five-minute leciure- 
ettes belong in another age. 
We are simply too knowing and 
inquiring to be happy with 
unadorned party propaganda 
being squirted into ouij living 
rooms, like it or not. (There is 
always the off switch. Bin any 
broadcasting agreement which 
depends on viewers usir ,g ihat 
is. hv definition, a failu :e. ) 

There has heen no re think- 
ing of these broadcasts for a 
quarter of a century hut these 
reforms, if agreed, will hem- 
selves look redundant wi i hin a 
few years. The mulli-chtonnel 
revolution means there \4 ill no 
longer be- any excuse fUr in- 
sisting that such party broad- 
casts go out on this, that l >r the 
other station, it will hecurK- im- 
practicable to get Mankd.i cov- 
erage tor political propaganda. 
Will cartoon channel.*); and 
sports channels be expected to 
earrv this kind of broadcasting ' 


Of course not. Thau at a 
sLroke. slices away the implied 
coercion that has always mint- 
ed PPBs as a form of commu- 
nication. Be haf hotj of making 
you watch. Not now you don’t. 
We are liberated by our chan- 
nel-hopping thumbs. 

Real choice in television 
changes the terms of political 
trade entirely. Soon, there 
will be politics-only channels, 
and then perhaps Tury-Vision 
and Labour TV, just as there 
will be channels for most oth- 
er minority interests. If the 
smaller parties make better ar- 
guments. and have livelier 
spokespeoplc. we’ti tum on to 
them for some fun. In the dig- 
ital marketplace, there will, I 
hope, be place for a wider 
range of views and arguments 
than conventional news re- 
porting allows. 

You could argue that this is 
a Bad Thing for the common 
democratic culture, driving us 
apart, replacing citizens with 
sc If -obsessed and narrow con- 
sumers. so that one day we'll 
look back to the days of party 
pnlitical broadcasts, as we re- 
member when the whole fam- 
ii\ gathered round for 

Murecumbe and Wise. The only 
trouble is ihat we didn’t watch 
the Party Political Broadcasts in 
the first place. John Major ex- 


plaining Tory policy on Europe 
isn't a likely candidate for na- 
tional nostalgia. 

Interest in politics won’t 
shrivel with the demise of PPBs. 
News will continue to be at the 
heart of broadcasting strategies 
- because people want it - and 
tbe arrival of partisan and 
specialist political television 
will energise the democratic cul- 
ture. not weaken it. Local tele- 
vision should, with luck, have 
an even more dramatic effect: 
if we were able to switch on and 
hear councillors argue about 
the standards in the secondare 
school, or the proposed demo- 
lition of a nearby shopping 
street, we’d be likely to be 
more interested in local politics 
than we are now. 

Television and radio ought 
to be wonderful, fizzing polit- 
ical media, full of passion and 
argument. Most of the time, 
that early promise has failed to 
materialise: and few of the 
failures have been as dismal as 
PPBs. Rather than clinging on 
to their right to an occasional 
tedious harangue, the parties 
should agree with the broad- 1 
casters, throw away these failed 
five-minuteses and start think- 
ing seriously about how to win 
friends and viewers in the much 
more interesting and challeng- 
ing digital tomorrow. 


for these goods are all built to 
a common standard. Cars all 
have therr controls in the same 
position; the Internet has its 
own single global computer 
language. But most services 
still have large cultural and lan- 
guage differences. 

For example, we would find 
it hard to imagine buying an in- 
surance policy in German, or 
going to see a doctor who spoke 
only Italian. (It is bad enough 
trying to leant to ski in French.) 
The technology of the Internet, 
however, allows global distrib- 
ution of many services: often the 
easiest way to buy a book is to 
get Amazon.com to send it, 
rather than having to trek down 
to a local bookstore and get 
them to order it for you - even 
though Amazon are operating 
out of Seattle. 

International trade in ser- 
vices is growing fast, but it is still 
smaller than trade in goods. 
The parallel development of a 
single language standard, Eng- 
lish, and an easy way to move 
in oroutxif that standard (com- 
puter translation) is the pow- 
erful motor that will drive the 
next stage of globalisation. 

The future of computer 
translation is inextricably bound 
up with the future of English as 
a global language. At one ex- 
treme it is conceivable that 
computer translation might 
prove a bit of a blind alley, for 
even if it does improve radically,, 
it wfl] not be needed as most 
people who use language in- 
ternationally wifi already speak 
English. At the other extreme 
it could conceivably make a 
global language unnecessary. 


In reality I think its impor- 
tance wilJ turn out to be some- 
where in between the two. It will 
buttress English as the global 
language by allowing people 
who do not speak it to use it. 
Fot others, computer translat- 
ing will be used as a cross-check, 
rather in the way those of us 
with school French use sub- 
titles when watching a French 
movie, getting some of our un- 
derstanding from reading the 
translation and some from lis- 
tening to the original language. 
It will be used by Angldphones 
to access material not yet avail- 
able in English; and by people 
preparing material in minority 
languages lo make their mate- 
rial available to the rest of the 
world. 

Ultimately it will also be a de- 
mocratising force in the sense 
that computers give ordinary 
people the access that hitherto 
was only available to the very 
rich or the very privileged. Take 
information. The Internet in- 
creasingly gives access to infor- 
mation that would previously be 
available onfy to a company with 
a large research department. 

Now the same is happening 
with language. Go to an in- 
ternational conference and im- 
mensely competent translators 
will see that evetyone under- 
stands what is going on. Watch 
Tony Blair in Japan on TV and 
you will see a translator in the 
background flipping what be is 
saying backwards and forwards, 
to and from his Japanese coun- 
terpart. Soon something close 
to this qualify of linguistic com- 
petence will be available, at the 
push of a button, to us all. 


Adopt a tiger... 
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...before it’s too late 


Hundreds of tg*ers are stfll bemg illegally slaughtered 
by poachers throughout Asia. Every day worldwide, 
two wild tigers die to satisfy an appalling trade in 
tiger bones and fur, often leavmg behind helpless 
cubs to starve. We are offering you the chance to 
provide a secure future for an orphaned tiger. 

M ax is a rare Indo-Chinese tiger who was orphaned as a small cub 
when poachers killed his mother. The illegal tiger-bone 
industry for Chinese medicines could push the tiger to 
extinction by the year 2000. 

Max would have perished without their mother's care but he was 
rescued in time and now lives in a natural habitat sanctuary in Thailand. 
Ha will always depend on human care - will you help us to help him and 
fund tiger conservation world-wide? 

Foster Max and help provide the attention he needs, ensure 
other orphan cubs can be rescued end fund vital tiger 
protection projects. For just £14.95 (of which £10.00 is 
your donation), you'll receive a gift pack including: f J = 5 } 

■ S ■ A mill, nhatmamnh nf U» 


1 A persowBsed certfflcate ■ A coleor photograph of Max 

■ A factory at Max's backgro u nd ■ A tiger fact sheet 

■ As exclusive tiger T-stfrt 


Crafty t* ZK0Q2 


Yes! ! would like to foster Max lor the person I have nominated below: 
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SmithKIine Beecham set for record 



i 

merger with US pharmaceuticals giant 


SmithKIine Beecham, the 
UK pharmaceutical giant, 
yesterday revealed it was 
in merger talks with 
American Home 
Products, in a move 
which could lead to the 
creation of a £77bn 
healthcare and drugs 
giant. Andrew Votes in 
London and David Usbome 
in New York contemplate 
the prospect of the 
biggest deal ever seen in 
corporate history. 


A merger with American 
Home Products ( AHP) would 
create a powerhouse in the 
drugs industry. With annual 
turnover of more than £16bn. 
including almost £9bn of pre- 
scription drug sales, the com- 
bined group would become the 
biggest pharmaceuticals group 
in the world ahead of Novartis 
of Switzerland, Merck of the US 
and Glaxo Wellcome of the UK. 

The City was betting last 
night that a merger was likely 
to be sealed within the next few 
weeks. “They have been talk- 
ing to each other for some time 
and a deal looks near," said one 
source close to the talks. 

Rumours of a bid on Wall 
Street have seen SmithKIine's 
shares rise more than SOp since 
Friday but, after early gains 
again yesterday, they closed 
down 3p at 740p. But in New 
York, news of the talks sent the 
value of AHP soaring. By 
lunchtime on Will Street, the 
shares were trading at $90, up 
almost $10 from the opening 
belLThe combined group would 
now be worth about £77bn- 

The merger talks were 
prompted by the huge cost 
savings that would result from 
a partnership. Analysts believe 
SmithKIine and AHP could 
slash costs by £ 1 Jbn by the year 
2000 by using each other sales 
and distribution networks. 

The two groups could also 
increase expenditure ear- 
marked for researching and 
developing drugs to more than 
£l-5bn a year. one of the biggest 
budgets in the industry and well 
ahead of the likes of Glaxo 
Wellcome and Novartis. 

One analyst said: “This will 
put the combined group in the 
top flight in terras of expendi- 
ture on new drugs which they 
were not really before. That is 
vital for their future." 

Shares in drug companies 
around the world soared in an- 
ticipation of further consolida- 
tion in the industry. Glaxo 
Wellcome shares rose 30p to 
1669p and the bid spotlight 
once again fed on Zeneca whose 
price jumped 60p to 2357p. 

Robin Gilbert, drugs analyst 
at Pan mure Gordon, said: 
“There has been a lapse in 
mergers ... but now it’s party 
lime again. Everyone will be 


looking at their options again.” 

A spate of corporate activ- 
ity throughout the industry in 
the mid-1990s culminated in the 
formation of giant drugs group 
such as Glaxo Wellcome. How- 
' ever since Novartis came into 
being with the merger of Swiss 
groups Sandoz and Ciba-Geigy 
in 1996 there has been a dearth 
of big deals. 

“As each merger takes place, 
it just ups the stakes for the next 
one,” commented one US an- 
alyst. “A lot of people behind 
closed doors today will be fig- 
uring out what they will need to 
do if this goes through. There 
willbealot of discussion of new 
mergers in that industry “ 

“This is an ongoing sce- 
nario." said Avend Desai, 
whose firm Orbimed Advisor, 
tracks the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry worldwide. He pointed 
out that even as the world's 
largest player, a combined 
SmithKIine and AHP would 
still have slightly less than 6 per 
cent of global market share. 
“That is a lot less than you see 
the leaders capturing in other 
industries". 

Analysts agree, that with 
stock market prices of drug’s 
groups escalating, agreed merg- 
ers are now deemed much 
more likely than hostile 
takeover bids. 

If SmithKIine and AHP 
merge, the new group is likely 
to be listed in the US. “With 
most of the business in North 
America it would make sense 
to relocate over there." said one 
industry source. 

SmithKIine makes some of 
the best known healthcare 
products in the world including 
Beecham's cold remedies, 
Panadol pain killers Aquafresh 
toothpaste and Nicorette 
patches for smokers deter- 
mined to kick the habit The 
group’s best selling prescription 
drugs include Seroxat, the anti- 
depressant which is sold as 
Paxil in the US and is the 
group’s answer to Prozac, and 
antibiotic Augmentin. 

With a market value of 
around £36bn, AHP is the third 
largest US pharmaceuticals 
group behind Merck and Bris- 
tol Myers Squibb. Worldwide, it 
is already sixth in the pharma- 
ceutical rankings. It is also the 
supplier of some of the best- 
known - and most lucrative - 
products in the American mar- 
ket These range frum over-the- 
counter consumer medicines 
such as the pain-killer Advil 
and Preparation H (a haemor- 
rhoids cream) to prescription 
drugs like the hormone re- 
placement drug, Premarin. 

City observers agreed that 
SmithKIine’s and AHP’s prod- 
ucts were a good fit One in- 
dustry analyst said: “There is a 
good overlap in therapeutic 
drugs. Both groups also have 
complementary vaccines busi- 
ness with AHP specialising in 
child products and S mithKIin e 
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The world’s top ten 

Ranking Company 


Country 


SmfthKBne/AHP ■ . UK/US ■ • 

Merck . .US ... : 

Novartis Swiss’ 

Bristol. Myers Squibb US 

Hoesch Marion Roussel Germany 
Pfizer ■ US’ ; 

Johnson&Johnson : US 

Roche : \ Swiss 

Lffly US 

Abbott . ’ US. 


Pharmacies 

{Smj: - 
14,168V > : 
13,295/ :; - / 
9,858 . 

8.702 ' T £ : 
8,734. 

8.188, Iv. 

7,188 ■>- ; 
6,686- '• - V 
6,427 

6,307 /./ 


Source: Scrip Magazine, Jan 1998 ... 

Top 10 pharmaceutical companies m prescription sans .tor. 
1996/97. - - . 

*■ pro forma sales 


SmithKIine Beecham 


SmithKIine Beecham's history can be traced back to 1849 when Thomas Beecmam 
opened the world's Irst drug making factory. The group soon became known for its 
laxative ptils and later cold remedies. As Beecham expanded it added a string of 
products from Lucozade, the health drinks, to Brylcreem. a hair cream made famous 
by legendary cricketer Dennis Compton. The foundations tor the present day drhgs 
giant were formed when Beecham completed its own Anglo-American merger, v 
teaming up with Smithkline Beckman in 1989. The US group had been transformed in 
tfiel 970’s after it discovered Tagamet, a drug used to treat ulcers. However poor 
results from its research and development program and acquisitions saw it fail jprey 
to Beecham. Since then Smithkline Beecham has pulled off a number of large i ; 
acquisitions which have made it one of the biggest pharmaceutical companies cn the 
-world, including the $2.9bn purchase of Sterling Winthrop's drug business from 
Kodak tel 995. 


T . 

American Home Products 

Sales: 

£8.8bn 

Pro-tax profits: 

E1.72&D ?•••'. 

Market value: 

£36bn 

Workforce: 

60,000 

Top products: 

Advil (palnMlers). Ptemarin (hormone 
replacement therapy). Preparation H 
(haemomn'd creamj 

Location: 

New Jersey, USA ; 

Chairman: 

John Stafford i- y . 

SmithKIine Beecham 

Sales: 

£7.95hn 

Pre-tax profits: 

£1.64bn - i 

Market value: 

E41bn • ■■■■,. w ._. 

Workforce: 

52,900 

Top products: 

Panodol painkiller, Rlbena, Lucozade, - v c : >\ 
Beecham's powders, .Aquafresh.' 
toothpaste. Nicorette anti- . "• 

smoking patches, Seroxat (Paxil to the US) ; /V 
anddepressant, Augmentin dhUbidflc* Turns fj>, 
anti-acid. •'J '■ 

Location: 

Brentford, Middle^x - : 

Chief executive: Jan Leschly . • ' ' 


in adult vaccines." 


However some analysts be- 
lieve SmithKIine's move was 
more to do with securing a 
larger product pipeline rather 
than simply cutting costs. One 
said: “We predict that Smith- 
Kline's earnings growth will 
begin to dip with Augmentin 
going off patent by 2003. This 
is all about giving Smithkline a 
wider range of products.” 

Any merger is thought un- 
likely to cause major competi- 
tion issues although the new 
group may be forced to dispose 
of some products. 

Industry sources are tipping 
Jan Leschly, the ambitious chief 
executive of SmithKlme, for the 
top job in the combined group. 

“Make no mistake - Smith- 
KIine would end up running the 
sbow. Leschly has orchestrated 
this deal. He wants no thing less 
than to lead the biggest drugs 
company in the world and is de- 
termined to do a deal,” said an 
analyst. 


SmithKIine has slipped 
down the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry's pecking order in recent 
years and is currently only the 
ninth largest drugs group in the 
world and second biggest in the 
LfK behind Glaxo Wellcome. 

A merger would solve the 
management succession prob- 
lems at AHP. Chairman John 
Stafford has been seriously ill 
and Fred Hassan. the director 
who was favourite to replace 
him, left the group last year to 
become chief executive at rival 
Pharmacia & Upjohn. 

However, there are several 
clouds on AHP’s horizon that 
may be weakening its hand in the 
talks with SmithKIine. Among 
these is the threat of competition 
for the first time to its highly lu- 
crative Premarin drug - a name 
derived from its primary ingre- 
dient, pregnant mare's urine - 
which it first patented in 1942. 

Premarin is used by some 8 
million American women, most- 



American Home Products 

American Home Products Corp may be little known to the UK but it is a household 
name in the United States where it makes the Premarin therapy drug tor women 
suffering from the menopause. Based in New Jersey, AHP was formed mare than 
70 yearc ago from a combination of several small companies. It reported profits of 
$2.76bn sales of $14.1 bn in 1996 and made more than SI bn from Premarin atone. 
Apart from over-the-counter drugs, AHP also specialises te herbicides and 
pesticides and veterinary drugs. It is a leading producer of adult and children's 
vaccines. The group has more than 60 products in clinical trials or awaiting 
approvals of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. These include drugs to cure 
cancer, haemophilia and HIV. 

At the end of 1996 American Home Products had close to 60,000 employees and a 
market value of £38bn. Mega mergers are not new to AHP. In 1994 'A concluded '' 
the $9.6bn merger with American Cyanantid. 
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If Jan Leschly succeeds, in a bid to creates 
the world’s largest healthcare group, hid 
co mme rcial prowess could finally edipse tear •' 
other great successes: on the temns.courtsL . 

The 57-year-old chief executive of 
SmithKIine Beecham was ranked tenth inf 
the world attends 30 yearsago.He played' 

16 consecutive Wimbledon tournaments and - 
was a regular choice.for his native Depmarif - 
in the Davis Cup. ; j. 

Mr Leschly works at business lflce he 
played tennis:. to win. Outspoken and- 
fiercely competitive, he has been deeply 
influ enced by the US where he now official^/ \ / 
lives with his family. v- • 

Although educated with a pharmacy 
degree andMBAfrotn university inCopen-i . 
hagpa, Mr Leschly joined the U&frasedpharj 
ntaeeutical group, Squibb Corporation, where 
he quickly climbed the corporate ladder. , 

In 1990, Mr Leschly took his American} 

- style openness and keen sense of humoral 
to SB as chairman of the group’s worldwide 
pharmaceutical business. IBs enorsriot| 
reserves of energy were used by the theft' 
group chief executive, Bob Bauman, to help . 

: weld together the still disparate pieces qf 
the: recently merged SmithKIine and 
Beecham companies. 

Mr Leschly succeeded Mr Bauman in - 
April 1994 and immediately embarked ofl 
a whirlwind of activity. In a single year he 
completed either the sale or purchase of asj 
sets worth $10bn (£6.1bn). 

Now based in Philadelphia and also on 
the board of American Express, Mr Leschly 
has attracted little but praise for his strong 
corporate leadership. The only real carp^ 
log has surrounded die size of Ids pay pack- 
et he earned more than £2m In 1996 which 
included a S.\3xa bonu& 

Cooperative in management style, Mr 
Leschly nevertheless likes to lead from the 
front. As one colleague remarked: “It 
probably comes from being the nephew of 
tvfo Danish generals.” J 

- Terty Moco&ttf 
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Sortlon Brown, the 
OanceSor of the * 
^chequer, sent a cl* 
fral yesterday that 
iere would be no 
practical obstacle* to 
jyenruai UK mcmb#l 
3 the stogie Europe* 
arrency. 2 z~i ; “rvc. 
Economics Editor, 
jsrened ;o the 
Cfanc&ier address a 
symposium at the EUi 
ofEngarti. 


r post-menopausal hormone 
placement and to combat os- 
On its own, this drug 
is earned AHP roughly $lbn a 
:jar. However, new drugs of the 
je type may soon be on the 
market from Merck 

Perhaps worse for AHP, 
hdwever, is the gathering on- 
si lugtai of class-action lawsuits 
fii ed against it and some of its 
executives stemming from its 
decision, under intense gov- 
ernment pressure, to withdraw 
frpm sale two leading dieting 
dijugs, Redux and Pondimim. 
le two drugs, manufac- 
: by Vfyeth-Ayerst, were 



im 


nly used in the now dis- 
i sed diet cocktail known as 
Fin- J hen. They were with- 
drawn after research demon- 
strati -d that they could cause 
poiei itially fatal complications 
inclu< ling an unusual hardening 
heart valves and pul- 
iy hypertension. 


of th| 
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Ainong the lawsuits is one 


HK Telecom gives 
up its monopoly 


Anger over cuts in pension subsidies 


Hong Kong Telecommun- 
ications (HKTel), which is 54 
per cent owned by Cable & 
Wireless, the UK telecoms 
giant, has abandoned its long- 
distance monopoly eight years 
ahead of schedule in exchange 
for a one-off compensation 
package worth HK$6.7bn 
(£53 lm) and a package of mea- 
sures which should boost its rev- 
enue from other sources. 

The deal concluded with the 
Hong Kong government marks 
the end of an era for Cable & 
Wireless, which used to be the 
monopoly telecommunications 
supplier for the British Empire. 
Hong Kong was its last remain- 
ing monopoly in any country 
where open markets and laissez- 
faire economics prevail. The 
former British colony’s tele- 
phone network monopoly, due 
to expire in 2006, will give way 
to competition in the provision 
of international network ser- 
vices as early as 1 January 1999. 

Stephen Ip. Secretary for 
Economic Services, said: “Before 
this agreement, our external 
telecommunkations sector was 


out of line with the best current 
international practice, and this 
has had adverse implications 
for our regional competitiveness 

in telecommunications . 

HKTel is the largest con- 
tributor to Cable & "Wireless’s 
balance sheet In the company's 
latest returns, for the half year 
to September 30 1997. Hong 
Kong accounted for over one- 
third of global turnover and two- 
thirds of the opera ting profit. 

HKTel has already lost its 
domestic telephone monop- 
oly. Three new fixed-line com- 
panies now compete in this 
sector. Meanwhile, a host of 
companies has launched cut- 
rate overseas phone services, 
which pass through the Hong 
Kong Telecom gaLeway, in 
return for a fee but are eating 
away at the frayed monopoly 
supplier’s business. 

As well as the cash payment, 
which will be made in two 
parts, HKTel will cease making 
royalty payments to the gov- 
ernment, which last year 
totalled about £42m. 

- Stephen Vines 


The Government was 
yesterday attacked for 
slashing subsidies for 
company pension 
schemes in a move that 
could cut the retirement 
incomes of tens of 
thousands of members 
by up to 30 per cent. As 
Andrew Verity reports, the 
decision is predicted to 
kill off thousands of 
money purchase 
pensions run by small 
employers. 


John Denham, the DSS pen- 
sions minister, announced cuts 
to pension rebates, the subsi- 
dies given to people who pve 
up Serps, the State earnings re- 
lated pensions scheme, when 
they join a private scheme. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
members of money purchase 
schemes, which include large 
companies such as WH Smith, 
previously received a mini- 
mum rebate from the taxman 
worth 3.1 per cent of their 
salary. From next April, these 
rebates will be slashed by 0.9 
points to 22 per cent. 

• Foreveiy£100ofsubsidised 
pension which a young member 
could previously expect, he or 


least 


filed by some of AHP’s own 
shareholders who have claimed 
that executives at the company 
knew of the difficulties months 
before they were made public 
and that they sold some of 
their own shares in the compa- 
ny in anticipation of the storm 
that was about to break. 

This month also saw the 
start of a first trial considering 
another lawsuit over Norplant, 
a contraceptive devioe that looks 
like matchsticks that are placed 
under a woman’s skin in the arm- 
Piain tiffs argue tbat'AHP con- 
cealed the extent of negative 
side-effects of the drug, includ- 
ing personality changes among 
those who take Norplant, 

Even if a deal with AHP fails 
to materialise, few experts believe 
that SmithKIine will remain in- 
dependent for long. “If Smithk- 
line don’t do a deal with AHP 
then they will probably do it with 
somebody else," said an analyst. 

- Outlook, page 21 
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she can now expect just £71, ac- 
cording to figures from Scottish 
Equitable, the life insurer. 
Oldetj members will also see the 
subsidised pension cut by at 
111 percent. 


Tme decision will anger a 


pens 
smart 
to a|. 
credi 


pens, 

per 


ons industry already 
ing from the July decision 
wlish the dividend tax 
It paid to pension schemes. 


which was expected to lower 
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Lloyd’s strict regime brings incre 


A programme of “zero tolerance" against 
practitioners inside Lloyd’s of London has 
led to a massive increase in formal disci- 
plinary proceedings, the insurance market's 
internal regulators said yesterday. 

But the Lloyd's Regulatory Board ad- 
mitted the market still needed to re- 
establish its foil credibility after devastating 
financial losses and was still 12 months away 
from best UK corporate practice. 


More than 60 formal warnings were 


nderwriters or 


in the Board's 


handed out to brokers, uli 
agents while 19 practitioners were found 
guilty of misconduct. 

A damaging reference] 
annual report says: “It is noticeable that 
many of the offences arose as a result of 
a lack of understanding] 
business practice and the] 
of civil law.’ 


on benefits by at least 10 
ent. 

Birmingham, benefits of- 


at the National Association 
osion Funds, said: “This will 
hit niembers, who will effective- 
ly n(jrw have a lower pension. A 
of 0.9 per cent will mean 9 


per cent less income in retire- 
ment" The cuts have astonished 
pension experts because they are 
accompanied by a sharp hike in 
subsidies for personal pensions, 
repeatedly criticised by the Gov- 
ernment as expensive. 

Personal pensions will re- 
ceive arise in rebate of 0.4 points 
to 3.8 per cent - gyving person- 
al pension holders 72 per cent 
more than members of group 
schemes. The cost to the Trea- 
sury is approximately £160m a 
year, based on DSS figures. 

Members of final salary 
schemes will receive the same 
rebate as before, despite criti- 
cism following the Budget that 
this was too little. 
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use in disciplinary cases 


of accepted 
requirements 


Meanwhile, the Government is 
expected to announce plans within weeks 
that Lloyd's of London will be regulated 
in future by the new Financial Services Act 
due to be published this summer. “We 
assume there will be a ministerial an- 
nouncement before the end of the month, 
said David Gittings, director of die Lloyd’s 
regulatory division. 

- Terry Macalister 
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Leschly on to a winner in going for an encore 
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OUTLOOK 

ON SMITH KLINE 
BEECHAM’S 
PROSPECTIVE DEAL. 
THE BANK OF 
ENGLAND 
SYMPOSIUM ON 
EMU. AND CABLE 
& WIRELESS IN 
HONG KONG 


Bigger and more ambitious still grow the 
consolidating mergers of industry and fi- 
nance. After months of fevered stock mar- 
ket Speculation, Jan Leschly. chief 
executive of SmithKlinc Beech am. final- 
ly admitted publicly for the first time yes- 
terday to plans for the big daddy of them 
all - a prospective merger with American 
Home Products to form a pharmaceuti- 
cals and health care products goliath with 
a combined market capitalisation of 
£T7bn. Just to put this in perspective, that's 
getting on for double the annual GDP of 
Ireland. 

This is the world's most ambitious 
tnerger to date and it would be silly to try 
and belittle it in any way. All the same, 
by the end of the year we are going to have 
seen a lot more of these things, both do- 
mestic and like this one cross border in 
nature, it is all loo likely thai soon it will 
be eclipsed by something even bigger. The 
backdrop to this growing wave of merg- 
ers, not just in pharmaceuticals but across 
industries, sectors and frontiers, is well re- 
hearsed. Globalisation, rapid technolog- 
ical change and a relentless pressure on 
managements for enhanced returns, is 
forcing the pace as never before. 

Even so. it is somehow appropriate that 
it should be Mr Leschly who is out of the 
hatch first this year. He was not the ar- 
chitect of the original merger between 
Bcccham and SmithKJinc. but he is cred- 
ited with being the one who made it work, 
adding hugely to share holder value in the 
process. Now this tough talking Dane is 
intern on performing an encore. He 
knows how to do these things and he 
knows how much value they can create. 


Pharmaceuticals is in many respects al- 
ready a truly global industry, in the sense 
that any company which can offer a med- 
ical advance will find its product used all 
over the world. Despite this and some al- 
ready wopping pharmaceutical mergers, 
such as that between Glaxo and Wellcome 
three years ago, it is siili a surprisingly frag- 
mented industry, with no single company 
accounting for much more than 5 percent 
of the world prescribed drugs market 

Actually what SmiihKline is attempt- 
ing here is not so much a quantum leap 
in size for pharmaceutical companies as 
a catching up with the market leaders: Even 
if Mr Leschly pulls this off. he still won’t 
be quite as big as Merck. Nor will he be 
significantly larger in terms of sales and 
market capitalisation than Novartis, Pfiz- 
er and Glaxo Wellcome. But what be does 
do is achieve their economics of scale, and, 
just as important in this industry, their lev- 
el of spend on research and development. 

It is still sometimes the case that the 
boffin in his end of the garden shed will 
stumble across some new breakthrough 
in medical science. The biotechs are 
good examples of how this random ap- 
proach to the blockbuster pharmaceuti- 
cal product can still work. But on the whole 
ibis is not how it is done these days. New 
treatments for common ailments are 
achieved via very costly, systematic and tar- 
geted research into particular molecular 
structures, compounds and substances. 
Moreover, the costs of bringing a promis- 
ing new compound from discovery to mar- 
ket are generally too big for anyone but 
the biggest players. So size matters. 

The idea that there is no room any 


No hurdles to stop us joining the 
single currency, Brown tells the City 
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Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, sent a clear 
signal yesterday that 
there would be no 
practical obstacles to 
eventual UK membership 
of the single European 
currency. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, 
listened to the 
Chancellor address a City 
symposium at the Bank 
of England. 


The Chancellor announced 

that the next Finance Bill 

would contain measures deal- 
___ *jingwitb technical lax problems 
v> J identified by business. The In- 
rzi.': land Revenue issued a slate- 
ijaent setting out detailed 
fckl proposals for change. 

In addition the Department 
’ of Trade and Industry is con- 
sidering amending the Com- 
^ panics Act to make it easier for 
companies to redenominate 
rf". their shares in Euros. 

: Mr Brown said the Gov- 
'll. eminent would use the UK’s 
European presidency to launch 
an information campaign on 
(he single currency, financed by 
(he EU. He said: “We are the 
first British government to de- 
clare for the principle of mon- 
etary union.” 

.. r • He added “Dear and uo- 
Tf ambiguous economic benefits 
F to the country will be the test.” 
“ .. !• The decision would be deter- 

J mined by what was good for 
jobs and prosperity, not by 
dogma, he told the audience of 
City executives 

Tf anyone says they are pre- 
"pared then they are lying." 
commented one senior invest- 
inent banker. 



Gordon Brown: ‘Clear and unambiguous economic benefits to the country will be the test 1 


The Chancellor was speak- 
ing at the Bank of England's 
second annual symposium on 
the City's preparations for 
EMU. The Bank is keen to en- 
sure that Britain's non-partic- 
ipation in the first wave will not 
harm the City. 

John Townend. head of a 
new Euro preparation division 
within the Bank, said: “Pro- 
vided we complete the techni- 
cal preparations, the City will 
thrive on the Euro, even on the 
outside." 

He said it was essential to en- 
sure that financial institutions in 
the UK were ready for trading, 
payments and settlements in 
Euro-denominated financial in- 


struments from I January 1999 
-just 240 working days away. 

David Dementi. Bank of 
England Deputy Governor, 
will next month lead a "road- 
show” selling London's merits 
as a centre for Euro banking to 
financial centres such as new 
York and Tokyo. 

EMU is very much flavour 
of the week. Today also secs the 
launch of a broader initiative by 
employers' organisations to 
prepare British business for the 
stan of the single currency. 

Speaking on the eve of a 
joint Confederation of British 
Industry and British Cham- 
bers of Commerce EMU con- 
ference. Adair Turner. 


director-general of the CBI, 
said: "Although the UK will not 
he among the first wave of Eu- 
ropean Union countries to join 
EMU on I January, UK com- 
panies siili need to he ready to 
do husiness in a single currency 
Europe.” 

Separately. Eddie George, 
Governor of ihc Bank of Eng- 
land, told a House of Lords 
committee that ihe unresolved 
dispute about who would head 
the European Central Bank 
threatened its credibility. 

Mr George said a head 
from a major country like 
France could he perceived as 
trying to exert national 
influence. 


Rees face £ 50 m competition delay fine 


HANG £S 









John Battle, the Energy 
Minister, was under 
r : ? Increasing pressure last 
- night to impose stiffer 
financial penalties on the 
electricity industry after 
' several suppliers warned 
^ that even the five-month 
delay in launching 
domestic competition 
S J might 

not be enough. 

-- Michael Harrison reports. 


Professor Stephen Littlechild. 
the electricity regulator, yes- 
terday bowed to the inevitable 
and confirmed that the open- 
ing up of the domestic elec- 
tricity market would be delayed 
from this April to September - 
at the earliest Customers in 
some parts of the country will 
not be free to chose their sup- 
4>lier until June, 1999. 


Describing the delay as “dis- 
appointing”. Professor Lit- 
tlechild added that it would 
result in penalties of about 
£50m being paid by the 14 
suppliers in the form of lower 
bills for their 26 million cus- 
tomers. The rebate averages 
less than £2 a customer and will 
not be paid until 1999. 

However. Mr Battle will 
come under pressure to take a 
tougher line with the 12 regional 
electricity companies (Rees) 
and the two Scottish suppliers 
when he meets them along with 
Professor Utllechild tomorrow. 

Centrica, the trading arm of 
British Gas which will also at- 
tend the meeting, called on Mr 
Battle to. force the electricity 
suppliers to pay compensation 
of £20 a head - the sum it cal- 
culates customers could have 
saved if the competitive market 
had gone ahead on schedule. 

The two energy regulators. 
Offer and Ofgas- also 
preparing to issue new guide- 


lines clamping down on “dual 
fuel” offers from the Rees 
whereby customers can get 
cheaper gas bills if they agree 
to continue buying electricity 
from their local supplier. 

Offer and Ofgas have been 
investigating whether this 
amounts to predatory pricing 
and whether it distorts the 
market by making ii less like- 
ly that customers will switch 
suppliers when competition 
starts. So far only one other ri- 
val company has applied for a 
licence to enter the domestic 
electricity market in addition to 
Centrica, which already faces 
competition for domestic gas 
customers. 

Professor Littlechild took 
the decision to postpone the 
opening of the market on the ad- 
rice of the programme manag- 
er PA Consulting which blamed 
the delay on changes needed to 
allow each of the Recs com- 
puter systems to talk to one an- 
other. But he said he did not rule 


out the possibility nf the market 
opening up in some areas of the 
country before September if 
testing went well. 

At least two Recs east doubt 
on the ability of the industry to 
meet even a September dead- 
line. One said: “Even the revised 
timetable is shaky, ii relies on 
there being no further changes 
to the specification but the PA 
Consulting report says there is 
a significant risk that further 
changes will he needed." 

Another Rec said: "Achiev- 
ing even the new delayed dead- 
lines will require a lot of JialiTguc 
and a lot of central control and 
there is no leeway huilt in. ’ 

Under the revised timetable 
competition will start first in the 
Eastern. Seehoard. Yorkshire i 
and Manweb regions. Scottish | 
Power. Hydro- Electric. Mid- , 
lands and Northern will open up 
in October and the remaining 
areas in December. In each re- 
gion the opening ol'the market 
will he phased over six mi «nths. 


longer for the middle-ranked player, 
strongly locked into a particular domes- 
tic market, has become a bit of a business 
cliche. Companies have to be either the 
big global operator, with the distribution, 
spending and marketing clout to reach out 
to the mass markers of the world, or they 
they must position themselves as small 
niche players, sniping at the soft under- 
belly of the international monopolists. 
Perhaps unfortunately, it is nonetheless 
true. Mr Leschly is aiming to put Smith- 
Kline Beecham firmly in the first category. 

City wins both 
ways with EMU 

A year's a long time which it comes to Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union. This time last 
year there was stUl great angst among the 
leading exponents of the single currency; 
there will be no fudging of the entry con- 
di lions. Theo VVaigel, the German finance 
minister would say at every available op- 
portunity. This led evetyone to think there 
was little possibility of Spain and Italy be- 
ing founding members of the euro. 

With the euro less than a year away, no- 
body bothers too much about that sort of 
thing any longer. The Euro now seems to 
be open to all in the first wave, apart from 
maybe Greece, which really would be a 
fudge Loo far. This makes the single cur- 
rency both a more credible thing, in the 
sense that it promises to take in most of 
Europe immediately, and a more danger- 
ous one. in the sense that it will as a result 
also be more unstable and open to attack. 


As for Britain, it would not be capable 
of joining in the first wave even if its po- 
litical masters wanted to. Virtually no 
thought has yet been given or preparation 
made across vast swathes of British industry 
and commerce to introduction of the euro. 
Fortunately this is not the case in the City, 
which, judging by a symposium yesterday 
organised by the Bank of England for Gty 
practitioners, is relatively advanced in its 
preparations. The general consensus was 
that the City is well placed to maintain its 
position as Europe's leading financial 
centre even if Britain stays out for some 
length of time. And if all comes unstuck, 
then the City will doubly dean up. Don't 
you just love being in control. 

C&W’s retreat 
from Hong Kong 

Cable & Wireless has been suffering 
from a nasty bout of Asian flu lately, cour- 
tesy of its exposure ro the region via a 54 
per cent shareholding in Hongkong Tele- 
com. Yesterday it received a pick-me-up 
in the shape of a compensation deal 
Hongkong Telecom has hatched with-the 
colony’s new Chinese landlords in rerun) 
for surrendering its monopoly over in- 
ternational calls. 

The deal sparked a rally in the share 
prices of both companies, which is un- 
derstandable enough since C&W relies 
upon Hongkong Telecom for two- thirds of 
its operating profits. But is this a case of 
the patient leaving the sick bay prematurely 
only to suffer a worse relapse later? 


First the bull case. The terms of the 
compensation deal are at least as good and 
probably better than the market had 
been expecting. In addition to a cash pay- 
ment of £530m, Hongkong Telecom ceas- 
es to make royalty payments of £42m a 
year for the privilege of owning the mo- 
nopoly. Moreover, it is allowed to begin 
ratcheting up charges for line rentals hav- 
ing had to provide them up until now at 
below cost with a subsidy from interna- 
tional call revenues. Finally. C&W pre- 
serves its majority shareholding in 
HongkoDg Telecom with the clear un- 
derstanding that it will not cede control 
unless it gets something concrete back 
from Peking, in the shape of real access 
to the Chinese mainland. 

Now the bear case. Hongkong is al- 
ready a relatively mature and saturated 
market. Moreover, competition in the do- 
mestic market already means that no-one 
pays for a local call; now the same mar- 
ket forces are about to bear down on 
Hongkong Tfelecom’s international busi- 
ness. But the biggest question marks 
con ce rn when, how and indeed whether 
C&W will ever get a meaningful deal with 
the Chinese. Peking remains paranoid 
about granting access to China’s telephone 
system, regarding it less as a commercial 
opportunity and more as a threat to na- 
tional security. 

Hongkong Tfelecom waxes lyrical about 
exploring new investment opportunities 
in the colony, mainland China and Asia 
Pacific. But to rest of the world, it looks 
to be relaxing its grip on the region and 
forcing its majority shareholder to beat a 
retreat at the same time. 


Trading losses at UBS rumoured to be more than £800m 


UBS, the Swiss banking giant 
that is merging with rival SBC 
may have lost more than £800m 
from its trading operations, 
according to industry sources. 

Last November, after intense 
market speculation following 
the departure of four high-pro- 
file traders, LIBS admitted it had 
lost £90m on derivatives in the 
first half of the year. 

But losses for the full year 
are rumoured to be far larger. 
“The rumours are extremely 
persistent,” said one Zurich- 
based source, who estimated 
that the losses could be as 
high as 2 billion Swiss francs 


(£820m ). Another said: “I have 
heard figures as high as a bil- 
lion pounds being tossed 
around. Although I think that 
is unlikely, I would not be sur- 
prised if the losses ran into hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds.” 

UBS traders are understood 
to have been caught out by 
volatility in the emerging mar- 
kets as well as ty changes to UK 
tax law. 

A UBS spokesperson would 
not comment on trading losses 
yesterday, but said that UBS 
would next month publish ac- 
counts for the full financial year. 
It had been rumoured that 


UBS would combine its ac- 
counts with those of SBC, a 
move which would mask the 
size of trading losses. 

The growing rumours sur- 
rounding trading losses will 
depress further staff morale, 
dealt yet another blow yester- 
day by news that LIBS man- 
agers had lost out to rivals at 
SBC in the race for top jobs in 
the new bank. 

SBC and LIBS have provid- 
ed staff with details of around 
80 senior management posts in 
the new bank Just a quarter of 
the jobs announced yesterday 
are to go to UBS staff. 


“2 was staggered,” said one 
UBS insider “It's a very small 
number.” 

. Morale at LIBS was yester- 
day said to be “incredibly low”. 
By contrast, SBC staff were said 
to be “reassured that they are 
in the driving seat”. 

Details of redundancies - 
which are expected to total 
over 3,000 in the City alone - 
are unlikely to be made public 
until the merger gains share- 
holder approval in early 
February. However. UBS is 
expected to bear the brunt of 
the cuts. 

- Lea Paterson 


The Bigger Sale 
With Lower Prices! 


How does Time offer 
the best value in the UK? 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make ail the PCs we sell including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman, it means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only in PC systems 
serve you direedy and can give you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and lake a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyer's Guide and speak ro our 
staff who will give sound spedaEst advice, in 
iargon-free plain English, when you ask for it. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre-con figured and ready for use 
with p reloaded software. Simply plug tn and switch 
on Our unique VO minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch It and learn from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC? Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition Li direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence and complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in the UK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 1 4 days for a full refund excluding 
delivery costs. 
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Carlton chiefs take pay cuts 
after moderate profit growt 
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Squeeze is on 
for Somerfield 


Somerfield: At a glance 

Martet value: £729111, share price 241 ,5p (+4p) 


It has been a strange year for Somer- 
field. Following its difficult flotation 
in August 1996 when the issue price 
had to be cut twice, the group's 
shares spent most of last year trad- 
ing virtually in line with the market. 
This was in spite of the fact that it 
floated on a forward earnings multi- 
ple of five and with a yield of 10 per 
cent. Then in the last month the shares 
have soared from around 190p to a 
high of 251 last week. 

This was either bid speculation - 
with the group being identified as a 
potential merger target in a sector 
keen on consolidation - or a catch-up 
process as Somerfield shares had 
missed out on much of the upgrading 
in supermarket ratings since the 
summer. 

Whatever prompted the buying 
spree, it certainly cannot be trading. 
Somerfield did well to report a 12 per 
cent increase in underlying profits to 
£56.9m in the six months to 8 Nov- 
ember. But the problem is that the 
growth all seems to be coming from 
widening margins. Like-for-like sales 
growth in the period was just 0.3 per 
cent and current trading is not much 
better at 0.6 per cent. 

Given that the company said in the 
summer that its target was soles 
growth above the industry average this 
is an under-achievement. Tesco, for ex- 
ample. reported like-for-like growth 
of 6 j per cent on Monday against an 
industry average of 33 per cent. With 
sales virtually stagnant, Somerfield is 
having to rely on squeezing suppliers' 
to drive margins. They rose from 3.4 
per cent to 3.8 per cent on the year. 

Management is talking about 
improving sales with better product 
availability, refit programmes and an 
improved product mix. With costs on 
the up and the tax charge rising, 
however, this may not be enough. 
There is some scope to improve the 
store portfolio with refits but the large 
sales increases have already been 
achieved. 

A merger is always a possibility 
though it is difficult to see any of the 
big UK supermarkets paying 3Q0p a 
share for a company that was offered 
to them for 160p by Kleinworl 
Benson just before the flotation. 


Turnover (Ebn) 


Earnings per share (p) 


Dividends per share (p) 


1995 

1996 

1997 

96/7 

97/8 

3.1 

3.1 

3.2 

1.71 

1.72 

(33.3) 

92.0 

105.4 

54.6 

60.9 

- 

29.3 . 

29.4 

14.9 

17.8 

- 

_ 

10.2 

3.4 

3.6 


lenges in 1998. Even though il is one 
of the country’s strongest financial in- 
stitutions. the shares will struggle to jus- 
tify (heir current exalted rating. 
Investors who hold the shares should 
consider locking in some profits. 
Otherwise, steer dear for now. 


Tough first year 
for Ushers 
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Assuming full-year profits of £1 ISm. 
the shares, up 4p to 241-5p yesterday, 
trade on a forward p/e ratio of S and 
yield almost 3 per cent. Still a 
substantial discount to the sector but, 
given the recent strong run, it may be 
time to lock in some profits. 


Pru could be set 
for a struggle 


Reading the financial pages, you might 
have got the impression that the Pru- 
dential’s name was mud with its share- 
holders and customers alike. The 
country’s biggest life insurer was pub- 
licly rebuked twice last year for its treat- 
ment of the pensions mis-selling fiasco. 
It had to stop recruiting while its entire 
direct sales force was retrained. And it 
parted company with Jim Sutcliffe, the 
anointed heir to chief executive Sir Pe- 
ter Davis, after a boardroom struggle. 

All the more surprising, then, to see 
that both customers and shareholders 


gave the Pru the benefit of the doubt 
in 1997. New business figures, re- 
leased yesterday, showed that single 
product sales were up 1 9 per cent while 
sales of regular premiums rose 7 per 
cent Over the same period Prudential 
shares, helped by the general eupho- 
ria about financial stocks, rose by 
almost 50 per cent. 

Judging by yesterday’s 26p share 
price fall to 77Up, however, investors 
are thinking again- Although there was 
some inevitable profit-taking, analysts 
were disappointed with the figures, 
which showed a fall in fourth-quarter 
sales in the US. Prudential's problem 
is that its products do better when in- 
terest rates are high. With no prospect 
of a US rates rising, sales will slow. 

In the UK. meanwhile, all the bad 
publicity is unlikely to help this year, 
although the inclusion of last year's 
Scottish Amicable acquisition will pro- 
vide a new source of revenues. And the 
Asian turmoil is bound to dent the Pru's 
sales in the Far East, though the group 
claims it is too early to tell. 

So the Pru faces a number of chal- 


Sharehnldcrs were no doubt drowning 
their sorrows last night after the latest 
figures from Ushers of Trowbridge. In 
its first year as a public company, the 
Wiltshire-based regional brewer un- 
veiled pre-tax profits of £I1.3m, up 
from £ 10.6m. but well down on the orig- 
inal estimates when it floated in March 
last year. Not that the gloom was un- 
expected. Management had warned in 
November that things had got tough. 

StilL those who took a punt on 
Ushers at the time of the flotation will 
feel hard done by. At the time, investors 
were told that problems which held up 
a flotation three years before were his- 
loiy. And mi's! thought a flotation price 
of i lOp - a discount to rivals like Mans- 
field and Fullers - would shield them 
from trouble. Not so. After a 2p rise 
yesterday they languish at 72p. 

So wtial has gone wrong? Most of 
the problems came when a five-year 
contract with Courage came to a halt. 
Then Ushers found itself out of pocket 
after Miller Light, which the group 
brews under licence, failed to capture 
drinkers' imaginations. 

Roger North, the pugnacious chief 
executive, now says these ructions 
really are in the past. He insists that 
underlying financial performance re- 
mains strong, pointing to like-for-like 
profits growth of 10 per cent from the 
pub estate. 

Mr North and his chairman, Tom 
Vyner, think the shares are under- 
valued. They were in the market yes- 
terday buying up 30,000 shares each and 
are seeking permission to buy back 
shares from their investors. 

On 1998 profit estimates of£143m, 
the shares trade on a future multiple 
of around 63. Even for the depressed 
regional brewing sector, that's low. But 
having disappointed so soon after 
flotation, management needs to show 
it is back on the right path before any- 
one buys these shares. 


Michael Green, the 
chairman of Carlton 
Communications, the 
media group, was paid 
almost a quarter less last 
year than in 1996. Most 
of his fellow executive 
directors also took pay 
cuts after die company 
produced moderate 
profit growth and 
its share price fell. 

Peter Thai Larsen reports 
on a rare display of 
executive pay restraint. 


According to figures disclosed 
in Carlton's annual report, Mr 
Green received total remuner- 
ation of £558,060 last year. 
That was £169,000 less than in 
1996, when his pay reached 
£727,090. Although Mr Green 
saw his basic salary increase 
from £470,000 to £495,000, his 
annual bonus was cut from 
£232350 to just £18362. 

According to the report of 
Carlton’s remuneration com- 
mittee, the company paid exec- 
utive directors an annual bonus 
of just 3.75 per cent of salary last 
year. The bonus, which can be 
up ro 50 per cent of salary, is re- 
lated to “y ear-on-year real 
growth in earnings per share”. 


Last year, Carlton's earnings 
per share before exceptional 
items grew by jost 5 percent as 
profits were hit by the strong 
pound and troubles at the com- 
pany's video production divisioiL 
Mr Green was not the only 
Carlton director to take a pay 
cut. June de MoQer, the man- 
aging director, saw her pay to- 
tal pay fell from £380,278 to 
£289.091 , while finance director 
Bernard Cragg, the finance di- 
rector, was paid £252JQ2- a drop 

of 25 per cent 

However, Nigel W&lmsley, 
the director who runs Carlton’s 
Television arm, enjoyed a pay rise. 
The remuneration committee 

rewarded him for his “exceptional 

contribution” in helping British 
Digital Broadcasting (BDB), 



Michael Green: Cut in pay 
of £169,000 since 1996 


Carlton’s joint \-enture ..witlr 
Granada, win the Induing for 
three terrestrial digita l teleiH- 
sion licences by paying hirnadb^ . 

. eretfonaiy 05p,OOO.b(mus, Ttk 
took his total pay to £423.7U 
from £363368 the year frefoii 

Last year was also a poor' one 
for payments under Carlton's .. 
long term incentive scheme. Jfc. 
The company .made no pay- tV 
meats at. aD in 1997, compared 
to the previous year, when the 
four current executive directors 
shared £L87m, two-. thirds bf 
which went to- Mr Green.- j .. 

Carlton's incentive scheme 
awards director' shares which . 
can be cashed in depending cm 
the company’s share price per- 
formance oyer a three year pe- 
riod. If the shares are in' the top 
25 per cent of FTSE 100 stocks 
over the period, directors receive 
the foU award. If Carilon finishes 
in the bottom 35 per cent of its 
peer group, no bonus is paid.' . 

In 1997, Carlton shares were 
among the worst performers in 
the FTSE, Ming 9 per cdBt . 
while theindexroseby more than £. 
a fifth. Investors are worried that TV 
the group's heavy investment in 
setting up BDB, which is sched- 
uled to start broadcasting in toe 
autumn, will take years to pay oft 
Meanwhile, it faces competition 
from the satellite broadcaster 
BSkyB.whichislaunchingits£g- 
ital service before the end of June. 
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Reed Elsevier, the Anglo- 
Dutch publishing group, yes- 
terday announced that the cost 
of compensating advertisers 
who were overcharged for space 
in its hotel and airline directo- 
ries was likely to reach £200m. 

The scandal, originally re- 
vealed by Reed In a trading state- 
ment in September, relates to the 
exaggeration by Reed Travel 
Group of circulation figures fru- 
its directories between 1991 and 
1997. Following an investigation 
involving an army of accountants, 
lawyers and circulation audi- 
tors Reed has put a compensa- 


tion package to its advertisers. 

However Reed said the 
charge and the subsequent write- 
down of the intangible assets of 
Reed Travel Group, both of. 
which will be taken against 1997 
profits, would not affect the 
terms of its merger with Walters 
Kluwer, the Dutch publisher. 

Reed has yet to decide by 
how much h will write down the 
assets of Reed Travel Group, 
but the finance director, Mark 
Armour, said the adjustment, 
which does not affect cash flow, 
would be “substantial". On 31 
December 1996, ReedTh»vel 


Group had intangible assets of 
£472m. Analysts expect them to 
be written down by between 
£200m and £250m. Shares in 
Reed International the UK-list- 
ed holding company for Reed 
Elsevier, finned I3p to 653p. 

Meanwhile. Reed also said 
it had decided to split up Reed 
Travel Group and distribute 
the various parts -among its 
other businesses. The Hotel 
Directories and Travel Business 
Magazines arms would become 
part of Reed Business Infor- 
mation in the US. ' 
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£10 Conran 


Guinness Mahon 
goes up for sale 


Small businesses want 
incentives to invest 
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The independent and independent on Sunday In association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening s tipper at 
six of London's top restaurants throughout January and February for £SC 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person. 


Guinness Mahon, one of 
the oldest UK banking 
groups, has been put up 
for sale by its Japanese 
owner. As Lea Paterson 
reports, the sale could 
mark a return to UK 
ownership for the bank. 


Howto Book 


To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete cable booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 


A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 






BLUEBIRD 


IYJ0ZZO 


QUAGLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR •GRILL 


BLUE 


CAFE 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 




Bluebird 350 King's Road. London. SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 


Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum. 28 Shad Thames. London. SE I 
2YE 

0(71 378 7031 

Limch I2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 


Zinc Bar & Grill 


i||f Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SE1 2 YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch (2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 


Mezzo 100 V^irdour Street, London. WIV3LE 
. 0171 3144000 

i Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 


The Bank of Yokohama (BoY), 
which look foil control of the UK 
bank in 1991, has “decided to 
focus primarily on its domestic 
Japanese business”, according to 
Guinness Mahon. The bank said 
yesterday it was in discussions 
with a number of institutions, un- 
derstood to include both do- 
mestic and international players. 

A further announcement 
will be made in due course. 

David Potter, Guinness 
Mahon's chief executive, said he 
did not intend to break up the 
group. Guinness Mahon in- 
cludes Henderson Crosthwaite. 
the broker, and Guinness Flight 
Hambro Asset Management, a 
joint venture with Hambros, a 
rival banking group. 

Mr Potter, who declined to 
provide details of potential 
bidders for the group, said: “We 
would like to see the business go 
to a financially strong owner who 
believes in the platform and 
the businesses we are in.” 

Analysts estimated Guinness 
Mahon's net asset value at £75 m. 
excluding Guinness's 44 per 
cent interest in Guinness Flight 
Hambro Asset Management 

Guinness Mahon was es- 
tablished in Ireland in 1836, 
opened London offices in the 
late 1870s and quickly grew into 


the one of the most respected 
City merchant banks. But the 
bank ran into difficulties in the 
late 19S0s and the early 1990s 
and had to be bailed out by the 
BoY, which is reported to have 
injected more than £200m into 
the group to restore it to 
financial health. Guinness 
Mahon returned to operating 
profit in 1993. 

Market speculation yes- 
terday focused on the identities 
of the likely bidders. 

“There are a number of 
people in the running, including 
some well-rehearsed candidates 
for BZW," said one source dose 
to the talks. Mr Potter confirmed 
that interested parties induded 
groups which had approached 
the bank in the past. 

Donaldson Lufkin & Jen- 
rette. the US investment bank, 
Paribas, the French bank, and 
Socfete Gdnerale, the French 
bank which last month snapped 
up Hambros, were reportedly 
among the bidders for parts of 
BZW. BZW, the investment 
banking arm of Bardays Bank, 
was put up for sale last Octo- 
ber, and eventually fell to Cred- 
it Suisse Firsi Boston, the 
Swiss- American bank. 

Mr Potter said the BoY*s 
decision to sell was sparked by 
a strategic review last summer. 
He added the decision was tak- 
en prior to recent turmoil in the 
financial markets. 

Guinness Mahon has a total 
of 572 employees in its asset 
management, private banking, 
broking and corporate finance 
divisions. 

BoY is a leading Japanese 
retail bank and employs more 
than 6,000 staff. 


Small businesses want the Government to introduce incen- 
tives for investment and simplify the tax system in the spring 
Budget, a report showed today. Company owners should be 
encouraged to retain profits in their own firms, said the 
1 12,000-member Federation of Small Businesses. Bureaucracy 
in VAT collection should be reduced and capital gains tax 
should be reformed to allow payment by instalments, the fed- 
eration said in its Budget submission. 
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Card spending hits £IObn 
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Christmas shoppers splashed out more than £10bn on their 
plastic cards last month - the highest total ever. However, 
the rate of growth on credit and debit card spending slowed 
in December to 13 per cent, its lowest level more than a year, 
according to the Credit Card Research Group. Earlier in 1997, 
monthly card spending was growing at an annual rate of as 
much as 25 per cent. 

The CCRG blamed the slowdown in growth on the im- 
pact of higher interest raLes and on the large number of re- 3 
tailens who now accepted credit and debit cards. 
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Sears cuts 340 jobs 
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Sears is to cut around 340 warehouse jobs as part of the 
rationalisation of the remaining parts of its British Shoe 
Corporation business. Most of the jobs will go at its Bra unstone 
warehouse in Leicestershire, which is being taken over by Free- 
mans, the group’s mail order business. A further 30 will be 
lost at its warehouse in Washington. Tyne and Wear which is 
being closed along with another site in Bourne, near 
Peterborough. 
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Somerfield stays silent 


Somerfield, the supermarket group whose shares have 
soared in the last month, remained tight-lipped yesterday on 
speculation that it might be involved in a merger. “We never 
comment on market rumour,” said David Simons, chief ex- 
ecutive. Mr Simons said he planned to remain at Somerfield 
for the balance of his career, scotching rumours that he might* 
move on. He was speaking as Somerfield reported a 12 per 
cent growth in half-year underlying profits to £56.9m. 

Investment column, this page 

Adders sales ahead 
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Adders, the department store group reported buoyant trad- 
ing over Christmas. Like-for-like sales in the 15 weeks to 
10 January were 8.7 per cent ahead of the same period last 
year. However, the company warned that the economic en- 
vironment was “dearly tightening”. 


Valid between Saturday January I7th and Friday January 23rd , Quaglino’s 16 Bury Street St James's, London. SWIY 6AL 

5 N«- S “'ll” 06767 , 

. ) Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 


■ j Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street London, WIR7LF 

i j 0171 255 8999 * 

jj The special 3 course menu is available between 1 2noon and 7pm 

' i betwsen M°nd^ and Wednesday the oflers extended until I Ipm* 


The offer is available 7 days a week at all six restaurants 
’ Closed from 6pm on Sur>fey Offer not available after 6pm on February 14 



Asian crisis hurts US banks 
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Three of America's largest banks, JP Morgan, Citicorp and 
Chase Manhattan, yesterday revealed that slewing economiesj 
and plunging financial markets in Asia hurt their fourth-quar- 
ter profits. JP Morgan suffered the largest blow from Asia, 
as earnings foil 35 per cent Market slumps in the region caused 
losses in the bank's derivatives business, and about $587m 
(£460m) of assets were “non-perfonning”. 

Chase said its fourth-quarter earnings dedined by 5.7 per 
cent as the bank lost money in trading. Citicorp said fourth* 
quarter profit from operations rose 7 5 per cent, exceeding 
analysts' expectations. 
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Footsie fades after SmithKIine news sends drug sector soaring 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


The slock market was high - 
for a time very high — on 
drugs after SmithKIine 
Beec h a m confirmed it was in 
merger talks with American 
Home Products. 

At one time SB was up 
71.5p but in heavy two-way 
trading the shares ended 
lower, off 3p at 740p. 

Old-fashioned profit taking 
and intriguing plays by arbi- 
trageurs prompted the somer- 
sault. AHP, ran the argument, 
contains much more upside po- 
tential than SB. So when New 
York opened AHP shot ahead, 
possibly reducing the likely 
SB valuation in any merger. 

What would be the biggest 
ever corporate merger sent the 
rest of the drugs pack soaring. 
But again shares ended well 
belcw the levels tut in the early, 
frenetic stampede. 

Glaxo Wellcome stretched 
62p higher, then settled for a 
30p gain to 1.669p at the 
close. Zeneca was another on 


a dizzy roller-coaster. The 
shares surged almost 200p. 
ending 60p higher at 2,357p. 

Others to move ahead in- 
cluded ML Laboratories, up 
11.5p to 130.5p, and rantah 
Pharmaceutical. lOp higher at 
68llp in response to UBS buy 
advice. 

Nycomed Amersham 
headed the blue chip leader 
board, with a 162p gain to 
2397p. Salomon Smith Barney 
rates the stock, suggesting a 
2,700p target. 

Zeneca, despite its failure 
to hold its best level, has re- 
merged as a hid candidate in 
the wake of the SB/AMP talks. 
The leapfrogging approach to 
obtaining industry leadership, 
which seems to dominate drug 
thinking, could make it a tar- 
get for Roche, the Swiss group, 
or Glaxo. 

With London seemingly 
very much in the forefront of 
corpora te thinking, there has 
been a series of under-card 


takeovers, many from overseas. 
The impression reigns that 
more deals are in the pipeline. 
Talk of mega-mergers - and 
they- do not come much bigger 
than SB/ AHP - is growing 
louder. The possible drugs al- 
liance is clearly only one 
reason why many corporate ad- 
visers are slaving late into the 
evening. 

There arc even suggestions 
that BT. deprived of its ex- 
pensive MCI adventure in the 
US, is feeling the winds of vul- 
nerability. The shares, up 8.75p 
to 550p in busy’ trading, have 
climbed from 478.5p this 
month. There was even a deal 
at 573p. The buzz is that 
AT&T, the US giant often 
seen as dialling in on Vbdafone, 
could be mulling over ap- 
proaching BT which, after be- 
ing a from runner, is now seen 
as limping behind in the race 
for world telecom supremacy. 

Cable & Wireless, another 
possible victim of BT s ambi- 


tions. added 75p to 50S5p after 
its Hong Kong Telecom off- 
shoot accepted a £5Q0m-plus 
cash settlement for an early end 

to its international telephone 
monopoly in the former colony. 

Others still in the takeover 
spotlight included Safeway, up 
5p at 372L5p, with rumoured 
predator Asda 4p higher at 
193.5p. 

Footsie, after an early 25 
points drugs-inspired boost. 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

2400 
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ended just 4-6 higher at 
5,278-2. Turnover topped 1 bil- 
lion. with ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett trading in Dementis, 
the chemical group, swelling 
volume. The securities house 
placed the 7.63 per cent share- 
holding held by Sime Darby, 
the Malaysian group, at 125p. 
Hoare Govett said the shares 
were placed to a “wide group 
of institutional investors”. El- 
ementis eased 2p to 128.5p. 

The flight to defensive do- 
mestic shares continued. Mor- 
gan Stanley supported 
National Power, up lOp at 
670p. and UBS lifted British 
Energy 7.5p to 463p. Credit 
Lyonnais Laing and Daiwa 
kept POwerGen on the boil, up 
24p to 873p. 

In a generally unsettled fi- 
nancial sector Prudential Cor- 
poration fell 26p to 770p. 
reflecting a fourth-quarter 
slowdown by its US subsidiary. 
Jackson National. GRE firmed 
3.25p to 371.25p on NatWest 


Securities support- Sugges- 
tions that Woolwich could de- 
scend on a French bank 
clipped the shares 4p to 336p. 

British Steel finned lp to 
128p ahead of an analysts’ 
meeting; Rank, the leisure 
group, labelled a “weak hold” 
by UBS fell 7.75p to 326.75p- 

The shorn; pound continued 
to hit exporters with Smiths In- 
dustries off 25p to 730p. 

Jarvis, the construction and 
rail maintenance .group, 
jumped 25 .5p to 408p. It won 
a £26m repairs contract with 
Royal & Sun Alliance and 
formed a joint venture with 
Rail track dedicated to im- 
proving railway performance. 
Loorho. on hopes that a South 
African coal mining deal is at 
last near, added 3.25p to 85.25p. 

Argos, off 26p to 400p, 
was bit by deals below the then 
market price but Tate & Lyle, 
up lS^p to 551 2>p- continued 
to advance on profit 
upgradings. 


Emerald Energy’s Colombian 
dSfT-bauger continues. 
Because of mod Its long drill 
at its Chawina site will drag 
on for np to another 15 days. 
The company says oil and gas 
shows have been encountered 
but mud has forced it to side 
trade some of its bore hole. 
Tbe shares eased 0-25p to 
7.75p with turnover pnt at 
11.5 million. Emerald says it 
is “very encouraged” with its 

progress. 

A boardroom row has 
erupted at Radius, the 
computer systems and 
maintenance group. Ernest 
Sharp, once a joint m a naging 
director at Grand 
Metropolitan, has called a 
shareholders meeting to oust 
chairman Michael Roberts 
and chief executive Philip 
Kelly Mr Sharp, with a 10 
per cent stake, intends to 
resign if he is defeated. 

Radius shares held at 32p. 
They have been 65p In the 
past year. 
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Nautical Warning heralds 
the arrival of Noseda 


A trainer with a big 
future on the Flat is a 
winner at the first time 
of asking, while the fields 
take shape for vital 
Festival trials this 
weekend. Greg Wood 
reports. 

Fortunately for Jeremy Noserin 
tbe Jockey Club's new rules on 
suspected non-triers do not 
come into operation until 
March, otherwise yesterday 
could have been an afternoon 
of firsts in more ways than one. 

Twenty-four hours after the 
Club proposed to hold an in- 
quiry at Port man Square when- 
ever a horse without a previous 
first-four finish to its name 
wins a handicap, Noseda ’s colt 
NauticaJ Warning did just that, 
improving significantly on last 

Nicholls says 
that Business 
is booming 


The King George VI Chase 
winner. See More Business, de- 
lighted Paul Nicholls in work yes- 
terday and is on course for the 
Pillar Chase at Cheltenham on 
Saturday week. Opponents are 
likely to include Addington Boy, 
Barton Bank and Rough Quest 
in what connections view as a 
dies rehearsal for the Gold Cup. 

“We've had no problems 
since the King George,” Nicholls 
said. “He’s going to have only 
one run before the Gold Cup as 
his confidence is high now.” 

Andrew Thornton rode See 
More Business on Boxing Day. 
but the gelding is to be reunit- 


RJ CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Alpine Joker 
(Windsor 3.10) 
NBtScarrots 
(Windsor 1.40) 


ed with Timmy Murphy, who 
was denied the ride at Kempton 
because of a whip ban. ‘Tommy 
did all the hard work with the 
horse, getting his jumping sort- 
ed out, it’s only right that he 
rides," Nicholls said. “You nev- 
er know, ‘See More’ might re- 
pay him by winning a big prize.” 

Alabang, third in the Willi am 
Hill Handicap Hurdle at San- 
down. has been installed fav- 
ourite with the sponsors for 
the Tote Lanzarote Hurdle at 
Kempton on Saturday. 
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• Today’s meetings at Hunt- 
ingdon and Windsor are subject 
to 7 JOam inspections as heavy 
frosts are forecast. 


RESULTS 

LINGFIELD 

1.1* 1. NAUTICAL WARNING (C Low- 
theri TI-4; z, M&aod "The Cut 13-8 tor 3- 
Jato Dancer 20-1 10 ran. f*. 'k. (J Nos&- 
da, Utewmartatv Tote: EMO; C13U 030, 
£770. DR rasa Gonputer Stiagm Forecast 
C7D5 Tncast C70B4. Tta £4870 After Sew- 

arts' Expiry resit unaltered 

1.45: 1. ROCKHTTE (C Urartherf 5-1: 2- 
Easy Virtue 3-1 ft tor; a Mfee Sfcye 7-29 
ran. 3-1 jt tav Bemuda Trtanrfe frHW 

W.(P Mooney Lawi^ fata: 

£30. OF: £ltm CSF: C20BG Trio: £3360 
2.1* 1. NIGHT CITY {D Sweeney) 

2. CNngactigook 11-2; 3. Time Can Tell 
Evens tot 4 ran. Q7.IK Burka Vtentagej. 
TbtK £230. DF: £-640. CSF: EHS7. 

2J& 1. SEA DANZIG (H StodhotoW) 5-c 

tar; 2. Ctaa* Ftad 4-1; 3. BHtocklle 7;t. 8 

ran. l'A. a (J Bridger, Liphookl fate: 0*60: 
£190. CIO £190. DF: £330 CSF: £1201 in- 
case £5733. 

3.15: 1. PWJUP (A McCarthy) 14-1; 2. HM 
Papper 7-T; i Hoekswaln 4-t 7 ran. 8-13 
tor Scotland Bay (4th). 27., V«- (C Dwyw. 
Naamartati Ttfte: CTB0Q-, £3SX CUM- DF - 
C82-20. CSF; £T0t3a „ 

3*& 1. BROUGHTONS FORMULA P 
HoBand) Sa tar, 2. Distant Storm 8-1 1 3- 

PWtosopMc 14-1 8 ran. 2'A. S (W Mi^or. 

Newnartet) fate: £230: £160. EIBU ££» 
DF: etzaa CSF: £2168 THcasC £2075. 
Jackpot: not won (pool o I £3730652 ear- 
ned tarwd » Windsor today). 

Ptacepot C30&O. Quadpot E56.1Q 
Piece 6; £32568 Place 5: £22839 
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year s form to win the opening, 
race at Lingfield. Had Noseda 
been asked to explain the im- 
provement. though, he would 
have had a reasonable and fair 
excuse, since Nautical Warning 
was the first runner of his offi- 
cial training career. 

Noseda was a vital figure be- 
hind the scenes of the Gudol- 
phin operation when horses 
like Lanumarra were winning 
most of the Group Ones worth 
having in 1995. and on yester- 
day’s early evidence, he is as 
comfortable on the sand at 
Lingfield as he is on the green 
expanses of Longchamp. 

Nautical Warning bad to 
survive a stewards' inquiry, 
which examined possible in- 
terference in a frantic three- 
horse struggle to the liae after 
which Noscda's runner pre- 
vailed by just a neck. “That is a 
relief,*’ the trainer said after- 
wards. “Now the game can only 


gel harder, hut ! am thrilled to 
do it with my first runner. I am 
also glad for the owner, Benny 
Schmidt- Bod ner. because he 
has been a great supporter of 
mine. The horse was fit enough, 
and could he back here again 
soon." 

Noseda "s will surely be a 
name to watch for when the Flat 
season proper begins in the 
spring, but in the meantime 
there is a great deal of life left 
in the jumps campaign- The cast 
of characters for the Champi- 
on Hurdle in particular should 
start to crystallise this weekend, 
when almost all the leading 
ante-post contenders, and plen- 
ty of live outsiders too, will be 
put to the test. 

fstabraq. the dear favourite 
for the championship, will con- 
test the Irish equivalent at 
Leopardsiown on Sunday, a 
day after Relked. Dato Star and 
Collier Bay are expected to 


line up for Lhe Champion Hur- 
dle lYial at Haydock. Mary 
Rcvcley's Marclio. meanwhile, 
will take the latest step on her 
frustratingly gradual path to- 
wards the lop in the Morcbat- 
tle Hurdle at Kelso on Friday. 

The main players at Hay- 
dock. to judge by the betting aL 
least, will be Collier Bay and 
Relkecl, but it could prove 
foolhardy to dismiss Dato Star 
loo lightly. Malcolm Jefferson's 
runner was the champion Na- 
tional Hunt Flat horse of 1995. 
winning the Festival Bumper at 
Cheltenham, but in the two sea- 
sons since, injuries sustained in 
this very race at Haydock have 
prevented a return to the Fes- 
tival for a run in the timber 
championship. ' 

Jefferson, thankfully, is not 
superstitious, and nor does he 
believe that the 40-1 currently 
offered against Dato Star for the 
Champion Hurdle is a reason- 




Noseda briefs Nautical Warning's rider, Carl Lowther Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsporc 


able assessment of his chance. 
This, remember, is a horse who 
has proved bis quality both on 
the flat and overjumps and who 
hurdles with exceptional fluen- 
cy. As Jefferson points ouu 
“he’s never done anything 
wrong in his life”. 

The problem, his trainer 
feels, is that “people like to build 


horses up and then knock them 
down. If someone rings me up 
to talk about him. \ can either 
do what Arthur Stephenson 
used to do and pretend I’m not 
there, or I can be helpful. But 
(hen you find that the moment 
he doesn't win a race, everyone 
is writing him off." 

Saturday’s race will be the 


first and last chance to assess 
Dato Star before the Festival 
self. “He doesn’t take a lot 
getting fit and he’ll go straight 
there after Haydock," Jefferson 
says. “We hope the ground will 
be soft, just the right side of 
raceable, and I don't think he’ll 
be a 40-1 chance for the Cham* 
pion afterwards.” 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


1.50 Star Tum 
2.20 State Approvj 

2.50 China Castle 


HYPERION 

3.20 Classy Cleo 
3.50 Risky Whisky 

4.20 Essandess 


GOING: StendaiO 

STALLS: hside, except 71 (oucude) DRAW ADVANTAGE; HWi tan 61 to tn 41 

• F&xesand surface, left-hand track. 

• Carte ® auto-east of lawn on B2Q2a Rai staaon come. ADMISSION: Club 
Co; Tanasats £6 (QAP members of Diamond CU) £4); Viewing Etestamnt £2530 rcfcdng 
entrance and meal CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS (FIVE-YEAR RECORD); R HoJIIitahead 61 Miners tram 592 run- 
nera {103% I. M Johnston 53-244 cn.7%}. J Berry 43-239 (VMM P Had am 34- 195 CT7A%1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: S Senders 38-329 pun,). A Clerk 24-209 H15M Dean McKeown 
24-222 pca-fa). T Williams 20-215* 191%) 

• FAVOURITES: 373 mis from ter i*es (32%l 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


FORM GUIDE 

In a couse and cfcstance darner on 1 November. Rial beat Slate Approval by dree 
parts ol a length with GREENSPAN three lengths back r tfmj. so ft might be wiser to 
pjdge Fial on Uto performance rather than rts latest as Lingfield. where was was beat- 
en at odds-on Dy Hewn 01 The Mac Flails 2i> better off waft Stale Approval and Greenspan 
today State Approval hod an obvious Chance ai the weights when he ironed up n a sefi- 
er here n days ago. Previously with Paul Ecdes, he stolid make he presence left pro- 
rtted hes taken the change ot stable In his stride. Greenspan was raefog tar the first tone 
in almost six months when fhrt to State Approval and FiaJ m November, subsequent 
vms confining heb siB a force to be reckoned wih ai ih» toreL Wien Greenspan won 
over the extended 14 furlongs. here <1 December, ha was a dozen lengths dear o> Ka la- 
mote. bui Kabmata may aUl have needed the ouuig after he lay-eft and has a 71b putt 
Burning goes we* fresh, end now with Nek Uttmoden who trains cm me course. Bon- 
ing must be given a chance Selection: GREENSPAN 


Classy Cleo should be tfitfaaJt to beat if shell been freshened up by ha short break 
One Singer was beaten three lengths by Classy Cleo here last month but he was the 
stabtels second stmg behind GraJrnana h the meantime he£ won a Ettte handcap Oft 
Wo Uhunt rrmhl be a tagger threat, despae hfs defeat by Blue Shadow at Ungfleid. WfoWurt 
earned Wst n that nursery and was giving 27to to the winner, who Mowed up. Easy Mi- 
nor of a maiden on this course, WoHhunt is far better on the afl- weather than he was on 
turf and could have more room tor mprovement lhan One Slnga and Ctasay'Cfoa Zig- 
gy*8 Dancer is easiy good enough to make his presence left If anywhere near his best 
Stabiemate Marco mb's wm was m just a four-runner Hamffion maiden tar Mark John- 
son bui Fire Dome, another coming back from a lay-aft has scored at a higher level 
hs first-eme-out wm for Retard Hannon m t996 comma in Doncastert Camnvdge Tro- 
phy. a Listed race Selection: CLASSY CLEO 


NETHEKTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
1m 100yds Penalty Value £3,404 

1 5606 DUKHAN (USA) (12) (Bf) (lib .bn Ffefcher) E AJston 4 90 C Lowther 0) B 

2 04243 MANIKAT0(8) (Edenrre Bmc B Cdi And Partners) DCtagrare 4 90 ... MBmmgr9 

3 0/ ON THE OFF CHANCE (JBO) (J G rtake] R NcKebr B 9 0 TWKwitsi 

4 6A32- OlHSf CUE (26) IGAe ol Dewonstnej j Tofla ^ a 0 . . . S SnderS 7 

5 36SP- ROUND BtMW (46) (Guy FteedlC Thornton 1 90 ... . Dean McKeown 2 B 

6 35254 STAR TURN (11) (Ivtor Racngj U Bel 4 9 0 .M Femon 5 

7 0«M- VALES AlSn72)(Ytarefit=SHwftengCWi)n Vc««ar5 5*0 . . ,R Wmsfon (5) 3 

B 0636a LOCHLASS (BE) (My Lett Fool ftaonq Syrxfcaffi) FI J Price 4 B 9 . .. A McCanhy (7) B 

9 004-20 T1UE OF MGHT (USA) (9) (BF) (J L Eyre) J L Eyre 5 6 9 R Lappjn4 

-Bdectarad- 

BETTING: 11-4 Star Dim, 3-1 ftikiwn. M Round Robin, 5-1 Other Chib. 6-1 llarAato. Tine Of 
Night. 12-1 Lochlaes, 40-1 others 

1997: Rwio Pnma « 9 0 S Sanders 74 bv (3s M Presconi drawn (7) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ills dfflcuit Id be confident about STAR TURN because he (rushed 17 lengths oft the 
wrmer. Musafi, here (7f) ri days agex The others also look vulnerable: however the out- 
ing was probably needed and on a couple of occasions last year Star Tum went dose 
at this sort of trip On his reappearance, Dukhan taled to produce h» best three- year- 
old form (for Robert Armstrong) and beat only two home In the Soulhwel maiden (tn 
3f) won tv Spim Of Love, ft remains to be seen it the drop In distance makes much re- 
ference. Fvst bma out at three Round Robin Finished a dose fourth to Fbckenbacker at 
Haydock. then thrd to Raata al Beverley, four of the sn runners there mnmig afterwards. 
Subsequent efforts have been disappointing but Round Room wfl find the easier than 
(he tantkeap hi wfich he earned S&r 12 to on his Last visit (mho! 13 betwid Up hi Flames) 
When Kafl won here m November, runner-up Uenikato finished seven lengths dear ol 
Other CMb (thud), but Other Oub was coning bach from a lay-off and havng ha first 
run on FBxesand Other Ctab can make more of a race ol ft. although hes flattered Oy 
finishing in front of Fayik n a makler here on Boxing Day Selection: STAR TURN 

TIPTON CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 
4f Penalty Value £2,201 


o enl MANCHESTER HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 1m 
^ ,ou l 4f Penalty Value £3,420 

1 snort KING OF SWUTTA (11) (Danw> C Wenar) O Sherwood 5 T3 0 . . . . PDoe(7)8 

2 002-31 ALSAHB (USA) (9) (C) (S Chamng-Wkam&) W IAa 5 1) 0 |6e>) . . .C Lowther (7) 3 

3 553- JO T0UJ0URS RflABlA (8) (D) (Extoco) J Ftearca fl 9 i2 GBanfwefl9 

4 000-21 CHINA CASTLE (C) (D) U U Davisl P Hastarr 5 9 9 (6e» LChsmock! 

5 OOO&O ARCTIC THM0B1 (14) (D) (Merthyr libor Auonns] B PaSng 7 97 TSprate7 

6 1D014- ONCE UORE FOH UICK (J22) (D BF] (M toetey) Mf9 U (Wley 793..ACutharw5 

7 SH40 BREAKIHE RUES (9) (□) (John YAnan)DNavfe690 Jt NtChoBe (7) B 

6 40-21 HR F0RTYMNKS (5) (CD) (Mes rfoaia Cassdy] J L Eyre 4 B 13 (6n) . . T WHionn 4 

9 0465-5 AMBH3DCTR0US (14)(D) (Mrs Card P Mcfhai) E AblDn 6 7 10 A McCarthy (7] 2 

« 0 XSEy GRAND HOTEL (138) (C) tGordonCtmnghBni) H UcKckai 47 W.R VHnslDii 10B 

'lOdedmf- 

MnfflunwHgta. 7ttiatx True honctcap wegte AmOkfearous 7sr 8S>. Grand Hole/ 7a 76. 
BETTING: 7-4 Mr FertywMts, 9-2 AbiNh, 5-1 CNna Castle, 7-1 King Of Spurn, 8-1 Tbuiniis Riv- 
iera, 3-1 Once More For Luck. 10-1 Break The Rules, 12-1 Ambideraeus, 20-1 others 
1997: Opera Butt 6 9 n A Whelan (31 6-1 (Gay K4ewy) dawn (Q D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MR FORTYWINKScotttVI shake off much-improved Swan Hunter here a forlngft ago 
but his front -furring tactics enabled Ism to puli ei^yit lengths dear ol tfwd-placed Abahb. 
with Break The Rules less than a length away fourth. Ambidextrous fifth and Arche 
Thunder eighth. Rased 4b tor that run. Mr FortyiMrfcs also cames a penalty (or he easy 
wit in an amatetxs' handicap at Soulhwel last Friday but hes n good heart and mght 
be up to the task. Aisahfo U only 4b better oti with S* Forryvmhs thanks to he penally 
(or beating China Castle a neck at Soulhwel me days ago. bui he holds Lingfield win- 
ner Toujoure Riviera (seventh) and Break The Rules (10th) on that ruv Although at hs 
best at tr*s time of year, Chna Castle wfl find this much harder than the conditions event 
he won at Southwell on Friday and he hasn’t won from tfvs In the handicap Break 
The Riies' fourth here c onfirms hah better than he showed at Southwei wffle Ambdertrous 
could be the vital bit finer today, logouts Riviera, however, rrirjit have been found out 
by the 7b nse for ha Lrgfietd «wi from &aet Arch- King Of Sparta won easiy a Ung- 
field (2m) n days ago but the opposition n that amateur handicap was re&nvety weak. 
Up 12b and over a shorter trp. heU do wei to know up Selection: MR FORTYW1NKS 


BILSTON SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 3YO 51 Penally 
Value £1,738 

1 4005- RISKY WHISKY (33) (CO) IWJ Krfy) JSefTy 95. P Fussy (3)SB 

2 20650 OfBB. QBS. (8) (D) (A S Red) G L Moore 9 D Candy tart* B B 

3 43030- GLEHSTALLAD 144) U D Grrtwn) R Hcflrati«rl B 12 ACdtareT 

4 OOO MYSTICAL R0DGE (7) (Ocug Graham) M Dods B C ACMtZ 

5 62006 GFTTO BAIRN (IS) p P Names) D Nkttfls 8 7 ^Norton 4 

6 0064-5 MISS OANGSIOUS (11] (W G Qum) M tkam B7_- A Whelan 3 

1 (BOW TILBURG pfl (J TfeasittJl Ms N ttratiey B 7 P McCabe (3) 7 

BETTING: 7-4 Risky WNsfcy, 9-4 Ifisa Oangeroua, 4-1 Gifted Balm. 1« Oriel C2/1, 8-1 Gtattisl 
Lad, 14-1 TBburg, IB-1 Myatical Hodge 
S97. Figta 3 B 7 J Cunt 5-2 jt to lJ L Hams) thnwi (29 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

When Risky Whisky won a five-furlong seler here back b June, he had only a head to 
spare over GIFTED BAIRN (2b better) and Glanstal Lad was just over three lengths 
away fourth Rsky Wlfiskyt Ungfield ornery wit confirms heS progressed and he coiJd 
wet be good enough back In a ulet, but Qftad Baim ftwhed lama on her only subse- 
quent two-year-old start, at Rpan n JUy. The ftiy may have needed recent outings at 
Lingfield and Southwefi Glenstal Led has been found wanting in salere over a variety of 
^stances but Miss Dangerous must have a dance after (foisting fifth to General Eraro- 
tion on her first rut lor Mick Qunn. That wasn't bad ccnsidemg she was up against old- 
er tancficappere. Selection: GIFTS) BARN 


2.20 


32fo-1 GREENSPAN (12) (CO) (WsHUvy) WMur69 8 J WBcfoaon (7) 5 

/2050- BURNING (USA) (148) iTNteBNNLftlniodBn 69 4 SWNh«rtli2 

91202 FnJAL(18)(CD)(BF){DLeech) jF^arr»59-t MWighamB 

HOW- KALAMATA (44) (CD) (BF) |S H Farr) J Glover 692 NDey4 

5200-1 STATE APPH0VAL (11) (CO) IJftewnS Sons) Lfe»SVWton592 AUacksyl 

64160 PHX DE CLERMONT (11) (CD) (J*t Sraam FWnersh;') 5 Lews 4 b E D Derby (7) ' 

004®- KSfTAVRUS WAY (JB2) (LAs J M Keen) R J Rce 786 A McCarthy (7) 7 

-7dectaed- 

BETTING; 62 State Approvd, 3-1 Greerapaa 4-1 Kslsraata. 6-1 FHaL 7-1 Burning, 10-1 Prat da 
Clermont, 334 KantsvnnWey 

1997: Golapfoo 4 B 13 M flfoimer tt-4 |G Bravwy) draen (7) W ran 


DUDLEY STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 6f Penalty 
Value £3388 

1 3-1 MUSAFI (USA) (11) (C) (DBM Cased Hde)kMagar 4 99 DeanUcKaownl 

2 €662/ FREDDIE (COT) (D)(JMRanscn)DNdiob69 5. . „„JttatGarawaB 

3 1; MARCOMR (USA) (850) (D) (Ure Caret P McPhaQ E Aistm 5 95 — C Lowther (3) s 

4 04000 Z1GGYS QANCER (12) (CD) (Eaxs rflaeJP Barry) E Alston 73 5 ,.SDWPBama7 

5 250G- WOLFHUNT (30) (CD) (BF) (Ws Seer Quesiy] P Makn 3 B 7 DHofenda 

6 9202-1 ONESIKGHI(U) (C) (Ctaymn PannerJip) ft LitntiorJen 3 83. ..P Feseoy (3) 2 

7 231C- CLASSY CLEO (39) (D) (BF) (JEAttey) P Eva* 3 B2 A McCarthy (7) 4 

-7 dffrfare fl • 

BETTING: 3-1 Classy Ctoo. 100-30 Wofthurd, 9-2 Muafi, 5-1 Fka Dome, 13-2 One Sfoflar, 1S-2 Zig- 
gy'i Dana*. 20- 1 Harcomtr 
637. no cwrespomkig race 

FORM GUIDE 

Last year, few juvenfo filfies were as tou^i as CLASSY CLEO. touched off at Doncast- 
er on Lit coin Handicap day and stfl going strong « races later, when a combination of 
the seventh turtong and the progresswe Giakwa proved loo much for her here on *5 
December Back over a sutable tr(p with up-and-coming Adnan McCarthy taking oft 71ft, 


BIRMINGHAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3YO 
1 7f Penalty Value £2,801 

1 36400- ROBEENA(11S)(yflage&MtnKng)CAIsi97 — .-Martin Dnyer 2 

2 3321-1 PB y SA00m0N(1?)p)(lfc3ACR3tfad)JGfa«er9 5 TS|nto6 

3 000-1 NBACKA&AIN (12) |U C S D Ftaang) N Uonoden 95 SWMwodhll 

4 00404- CAPEWPE(B8) (Kedfi Stu^s) J Atahint 9 5 A dart 4 

5 04050- FROLICKING pi) (Foley 9foBfoodi) N Lttroden 9 1 K Benopott (7) t 

6 053-1 SeSAGai(l2)([q(MaufceK(tiy)MBNMinAiy8e PMcQfbe (3) 7 

7 00053 AMBBtREGSTT (11) (S A B DkEmora) PHasMnBl2 LChamocfcS 

8 060 WALWORTH WIZARD (IBB) (Wvncn Sp**S) M Dods 8 B Ode Glbm ID 

B 00043- ESSANDESS P4) (Us Sybi How) J L Eyre 8 8 TWIBemaB 

O DOOOfr REDREK (33) (The Red Ccmectlcn) P Haris 7 G .1 — PBracBay(7]3 

It 04064 BLUE ANCHOR (12) (DflWtefccmB) Mrs MRndey 7 1> A McCarthy (7) 5 

12 65640- MR FUND SWITCH (93}fJU5inRAaran)DNchofc 7 U F Norton 12 

- 12 declared - 

Muwjum weight 73 Jffb True renScapwogtsa: Mr fund Switch Td 8b. 

BETTING: 7-2 Pip's Adcfitbm. 4-1 Essandess, 5-1 She% A Gem. 8-1 h n bacfcsBS fo , 10-1 Caps Hope, 
Bbs Anchor, Rttbesna, 12-1 Amber RsgsnL 14-1 Mr Fund Ssdch, Red RWc, 10-1 othsra 
1997. Fool Batsfon 3 B 3 F lynch (3) 4-1 (R Hoflnsheed) drawn (4 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

bnbackagafct and Pip's AddUon taw gone up 5b for narrow wins fo handcaps at South- 
weJ, but foe six-furiang race In which Imbackagait beat Blue Anchor (stayfog-on fourth) 
eight lengths looked weak. Piph Adttoon. a consistent ffly. may have put 14) a better per- 
formance fo beating fm Tef a short head. Stfl, that was only ftnbacfcagafob second all- 
vveather tin and Ire fra tor the yard and the ertra turtong might suit Wm, loo She's A 
Gem also won at SouthweB last time making aM fo a seler. fo an carter Southwell seller, 
She* A Gem war, beaten three and a half lengths or so by Ppb Adcfitbn but the 7to ptJ 
should help her narrow that gap. Another fifty to consider is ESSANDESS. whose third 
at iE beftrod I’m Tef and Primary Cobras at Southwei suggests she can win a race of 
tire sort Selection: ESSANDESS 


HUNTINGDON 

HYPERION 

1.00 Dawn Leader 1.30 Sir Talbot 2.00 Fred- 
die Muck 2.30 Ernest William (nb) 3.00 Sela- 
tan 3.30 Ermine Street 4.00 Into The Web 


COURSE INSPECTION: 7.30am 
GOING: Good to Soft (Soft fo places on hratBe course) 

• Right-hand, level course. Run-in 200yds. 

• Course is at pjncuon at Ai and ABOA Huntingdon station (ser- 
vice from London Kings Cross) im ADMISSION: Members Cl3: 
paddock £10: Course E5. CAR PARK: free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey — 23 winners from 71 tamers 
gives a success ratio of 32-*%; J Gifford 16 from 75 (213%); G 
Hubbard 15 from 65 (23.1%); T Forster 13 from 57 (^Bft>) 

• LEAD BIG JOCKEYS: P Hide 18 wms from 64 rides gores a suc- 
cess ratio of 2ajft,; R Pumroody 16 from 87 (HM%): N WUGamwn 
15 from 70 (2iA%). M A Fitzgerald 12 from 7B (154%) 

• FAVOURITES; 213 wins m 496 races (423%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: None. 


WOODHURST HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 4SBt/ GAND0UGE GLBI (B58) Ms 4 Johraoi II It tt-R Jofnson 

2 2F«t- LUOAFO«TC(305) (O) Ka*j7h C . Mr R WaUey (3) 

3 023L3 SAIiANIDpfiJMssLSdCbieiM TRoed 

4 6nP-P NOT FOITURMNG (31) OSwPOOd 7 11 EJA McCarthy 

5 P4C-P WAS5L STREET (43) KMorgonB Oti ASSmtJi 

6 «»€ BEAUMONT (FtB) J Banks B V! « JIGuesf 

7 POU2F TENNESSEE KING p0)(BF) A Fbsler 9 tt9. .MRUtarde 
E Wn» FRONDBI FLIGHT (20) MsslSddalB OB Eftosbond (3) 

9 63,32- WRECKLESS MAN (363) (D) J CU h D 1 CUewMfyit 

10 450-11 BINEST WILLIAM (2e (CD) GfUfianl 6 tn ... . 

Mctad Breraut (3) 

- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Ernest Wllkam. 9-2 Lucw Forte. 13-2 Not For Himfog, B- 
1 Frontier FVghi, KM Samanid, 10-1 WasaJ Street, Wreckless Han, 1B- 
1 othera 


r=-nnl BUC K WORTH NOVICE HURDLE 
I I -UU j (CLASS E) (DW I) £2^00 2m 110yds 


. t.TJ-1 DAWN LEADEH (40) (D) J On 7 tl n e Ltoreftyn 

2 5D0P A DAY ON THE DUB (21) T '60 5 11 5 RGaniBy 

3 BENJAMINS LAW (FIB) J Pctarg 7 11 5 _ __WMw»on 

i BERLIN BLUE (F133) C Brads 5 ft 5 - GBradey 

a 5 FiflMiyMANpl) J Fanshw* 5 li 5 ADobbln 

6 06«2 HAILSTORM (22) D rfchcison 5 d 5 fl Johnson 

7 34 KQATHAHYp1)AHHarvey7il5 .jAUcCmthy 

a po- MAnGUANO (F10S) h Mvgan 5 it 5 ASSraflfi 

o (M MH.TDN BADE (26) G Hubbard 5 it 5 JBchael Brannon (3) 

i) 32-53 SQUADDIE (43) JWRaynflfllt 5... _. RGuest 

fl e DAZ2UNGW D O'Brien 5 nO. -PHkle 

t? 0- EMMAS .EWEL (518) P Eccfes 7 It 0 TCHraphy(7) 

fi 0 FOStCf LOUSt (25) T EA5 H 0 .PWdgfeYO) 

-iSdedered- 

BETTING: 4< Darei Lead* 7-2 HaBstomi, 8-1 Berifo Btiie. T3-1 Heathery 
14-1 Family Man, 16-1 Squaddto, 26-T Hfclton Made. 50-1 others 


GAMLINGAY HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 P4F6- JACOB'S WIFE (249] P R wetter BOO J A McCarthy 

2 0-P12- BEND0R MARK (351) (D) M VWtanscw 9 n 6 . TJente 

3 WFn BASSS4HALLY (26) Mre F Sy 6 it 5 WMaronn 

4 2561-P STR0KKAVER (20) C &tx*E 8 it 3 RGuectB 

5 31 -342 SELATAN (9) fD) D Gandoiio 6 10 10 G Bradley 

6 .-5C-2 RED L1GHTBR (37) (C) J 9 5 CUeweftyn 

7 6r3CF ITS UNBHJEVABLE (30) (D) P Etttea 8 n 5 II Dram* (5) 

8 b3P2 FURRY FOTMI) (I^R Curas 10 fo i RJohnson 

-SdKUred- 

BETT1NG: 2-1 Baasenhally. 3-1 Red LigMei. 5-t Strokasaw. 6-t Sefa- 
tan, 7-1 Jreob's Wife. 10-1 Ben dor Mart. 1 6-1 Furry Fox, 20- 1 tta Lbr- 
beHeuable, 


1.30 


BUCKWORTH NOVICE HURDLE 
_ (CLASS E) (D1V II) £2,400 2m 110yds 
00 DRAGONS BACK (34) DOBwn 5 It 5. . .. TJanfcs 

S00 DUTY FREE {58} A H Harvey 5 fl 5 JA M cCalhy 

O- HOW TO RUN (245) DWirtefTI 5 

TOSH OPTION JGSford 5 n 5 - PMi ® 

566- .HJST BAYAITO (2S3) E De Haan 6 n 5 I L emnos 

00 JUST JAKE (103) J Jehtrson 5 n 5 -- ECatatfran 

00- pqaraG9eHAT10N(f?)DArtuiftnc«5tl5 Gftadtay 

60 PROLIFIC AGBICY (26) F Murphy 5 It 5 ^OtAUn 

042 URGENT SWIFT (25) M Pitman 5 h 5 Doubftd 

fflOGP YONDER STAR (30) G R Smtti 6 ft 5 ■ . Mr R Morgan (7) 
ORBTTALLEGACYTDchneCy? It D - - - GH^an(3) 
PEft' RlfflY ESTATE (F33) N Graham 7 n 0 -. , LW f 3 

SIRTALB0T(F143)J0W4D7 CUenetyn 

-13 declared- 

BgniHGtMSIrTklbaLMklstiOirtlotLlMProfififtJSWtoy- 1®-T F*re- 
ndar GeneratfotL 16ft Just Bayard, Jftuct Jake, 20-1 omere 


TETWORTH HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3^50 added 2m 4f 110yds 

t 3 LOG EARLY DR1NKHI (25) (D) OShenwodfo CO J A McCarthy 

2 L,T2U2 SHIUBA MILS (36) G McCorai Oil i DJUoflatt 

3 ECLIPTIC UOON (188) C Poaaai SBC N Bentley 

i \F -2P4 SEYWOURSWBT (37) 0 Gafocdo 8 il T1 G Brartey 

5 03*423 NEUEGRITY (26) (8f) Iks P Sftr 9 U 6 WMarSon 

6 P «44 ERMINE STREET (25)0 Brennan ti id 5 MBrennan 

7 F‘43P FABULOUS FHANCY (429J A Jrhnson » BO R Johnson 

8 5*35^3 GAY HUFFIAN (23) (D) Ite C Dyson CC0 HasC Dyson 

-8 declared - 

&fiwrumnegm. J 0U irjt handicap e&gK- Fabutous/nmySaTtuGaf 
Ruffian Sa6b 

BETTING: 5-2 Early Dnnkec. 4-1 Seymoursreft. M Neliegrtiy. 11-2 Shint- 
ba HUs. 6-1 Ermine Street B-l Edlptic Moon. 2CM othera 


2.00 


ANNIE MOTSON NOVICE CHASE 
, (CLASS Ej £4,000 added 3m 

S3031 FREDDIE MUCK (2t) TO NTiratorvOaHes 3 n to CUwaByn 
OCrtF SOUNDS FYNE (25) (BFJJFcGeraM 9 11 C-.P 0*1*2 

testa ACT M TIME 08) TOT GerraS ft 4 . T Junta 

OWF COUNTRY BARLEP2SJH Hodge t> in MiRWakteyfll 
TOO 0Sa.QUW(34|(BF) MS JBrailey 7 n 4. . j( AtepraujS) 
lTsP4 RYINGGUNNHI (22) (O TO DMchdson7n4R Johnson 
1/F3 INTO TOE SWING 0O»TO(BF) Mrs U Jones 9 fl «D Byrne 

aapop JAVELIN COOL (25) G FWabard 7 n 4Mlchaal Breman O J 

IfxilP MANDALAY (20) J Ott 9 ti 4 _G Hogan |3) 

nr NUTRHJD DOWN (B90) CUofodi 7 tf A — J A McCarthy 

2preJP OLD ALE (B2) J CralisB 11 4 ASSmBhB 

«4FU4 ORGAN RECFTAL (8)0 Bremen 9 n 4 M Brennan 

P/MG STAGEFWGHT(26|FIAirhy7ii4 . . A Pobhfo 

6^J STRAMHrONPflWsDHBneTti- ... . gftadfcy 

ires TOHUSSFW(AO)FUufpnyrn4 ECalaghan 

“S r^wwsHWM^ TOVhPitot^ec-CM 

-I6dcdartd- 

nFfflWS: 114 Sounds FV«L 3-1 fted* “uck. IM Rying GmnK7-l 
KEig. 8-1 Sff-g« Oan.1 sug. F=rfghL TM DwH Quay. Organ 
Bectai, 20-1 MandafoY. rtlws 


OFFORD NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
OLE (CLASS E) £2,900 2m 5f IlOydsI 

P211 5 MAGICAL BLUES (221) l*s 4 Jchnson 6 ft O MRtehwds 

2 O-TO- UPHAM SUFIPmffi (2S9) J CIO » m C Ueirellyn 

3 F66-: DARU (32) ^ HrttWwafl 9 J a f 7 L V^ na 

4 4-OGP GAMAY (54) NR Uchl 8 1? 8 GBrartey 

5 23640 BITO THE WEB (TI) M’S M Janes 7 07 D Byrne 

6 353665 LEAP HU THE DARK (18) «ss L irtlal 9 « 7 TRaad 

7 5443?r ALL CLAP HANDS (67$ (BF) Mss C Dyson C tit - 

G Hogan (3) 

6 325320 CYPRESS AVB4UE (321 (BF) Mrs V Wirt! f- 10 4 

. L Cunnm (SJ 

? 5IF3C6 EMPSnRBUapTJDktoKfeont'tl 4 MrOMefft«fl(7) 
O 56005 KNAYTON KWGHT (37) J JpUjrson 5 C 3 ECa*a0ian 
A 56.3P mxjftLAiflMSIRVMAKHipO) DG»**itofl OO^SSnflh 
0 2F-FC UPHARDB FAEKJ5 (201 T Geivge7 CO DJUavanagli (^ 
a 0454J ARIOSO (30) jRtlfliesniOO Michael Bre nnan (3) 
« 5P4-5 ALUUINATEtnDOaw'f^O RJohnson 

S 0-5521 SOUTH WEST EXPRESS (48) DWrfleti toti WManttn 
* 006- PF HrTTHEBD(36)iWiams.7U0 ErtisbandP) 

r? JOOFO CHAN MOVE (20) W SirBh 6 00 STayfofpia 

15 9F-M ARTIC MEADOW (43) A JiSKO 7 OO . RMreaey(3) 
S OOPPO ffiiDORAN 115) Tijitaewed GUpton 

- 19 aectared- 

Mirwmran weiuftr fOst TnxtvniHxpMrgnR Anmc9SI i ». tfcawroeto 
; :j5 Sous, flefl&rrass W r os>. ttr fhe&srss9b- Ctot Afove 8a 
Aitic ifeettjw flsr 46. BeMaran aa 8*. 

BETTING: 7-1 Dmu. Emperor Buck, 1 5-2 LypltartTa Fabla Jnfo Tha HWl 
B- t Cypres Avenue, South West Express, i?-l Leap In The Dark, r^-i 
Uuminale. Hit The Bid. 14-1 others 


WINDSOR 

HYPERION 

1.10 Lord Rooble 1.40 Darcy 2.10 Jet Tbbs ZAO 
Nordic Spree 3.10 Nessun Doro 3.40 Avantl 
Express 4.10 QUISTAQUAY (nap) 

COURSE INSPECTION: 7 -30am 
GOING: hurries - Soft. Chases -Good lo Soft (Soft m straight). 

• FujjTMtf-ftghl course. Level waft sharp rums, and long straights 

• Course « N of town on A3CK9 near Miction 6 of M4. ADMIS- 
SION'. Club CV . Tatteraals CW, Siver Rmg £4. CAR PARK: Oub 
£2. remainder C150 or El 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey — 15 winners from 57 runners 
gives a success ratio of Miss H KnfgM 10 from 53 (1 69%): 
N Henderson 6 from 40 {SC\). T Forster 6 from « (375%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald 12 wins bom 57 ndes grras 
a success raw ol 2\1%; J F Tittey 8 from 40 |2fW; D Gallagher 
7 from 47 (14iW>): N Williamson 6 from S3 (rum 

• FAVOURITES: 63 wins m 342 races (343%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

r=-5-rtT WINDSOR CASTLE NOVICE CHASE 
I *■ lu l (CLASS E) (DIV I) £3,500 added 2m 5f 

1 J-2DU LORD ROOBLE pi) (C) (D) J Giflort) 7 it D J.Aspef(3) 

2 P66-21 PENNYBOOR PRINCE (20) RFroasn B J Frost 

3 FUPPP.' CAPTTAJN (690) A P Jones 9 71 4 SMeNcfll 

4 3QF4LI INTERMAGIC (15) J Fca 8 H 4 S Fbx 

5 tu-tp- LOUGH LEIN SPOT (31S) Mss C Jdnsry 7 ti 4_D GaBagtira 

6 5U-4P6 ONE MORE HAN (35) Mss L Bower 7 it 4 L Harvey 

7 eCCP-P RATHKEAL (74) M Hearavas 7 it 4 B Powell 

a P-043 RIVER CHALLENGE (26) J Upson 7 n e R Supple 

9 ipPi-P SINGLE SOURCING (71) (BF) Mas H Knghr 7 n 4 J F Tittey 
t) 0Par6 STAUNCH FWEND (39) M bmphns Dr 4 . RThomlon 
T KTC-F LADY HJGH S1BHFF (D) T Fraste 6 TM3 _ .SWyrew 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Lord Rooble. 3-1 Pemyinoor Prtnea. 4-1 Rfcrer Challenge. 
5-1 Lady FBgh Sheriff. 6-t Single Sourdng, 12 Sforaich Friend, 14 Dtflere 

I-. Am RAYS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 

I l,w l £3,750 added 4YO 2m 

1 ALH0SAAM(Ft19)GL Moore OC . - RDunwondy 

j 3 BADGE OF FAME (14) K Baby DE NWBamson 

3 CARTOUCHE (Ft 94} M When T3 12 RSuppte 

5P MB'PHI SHBX (20) A P Jcnes D C SMeNafl 

5 33 DARCY (5) N Cabphan to C .. APUcCoy 

6 GLOBAL SEARCH (F 154) PWWbwOe A Thornton 

7 HIGHLY PRIZED (F223) J king C C JCtlBnty 

8 03 IN THE GENES (25) IWrlams DC.. ,— TJNhfffoy 

9 F5 MAJOR TYrtST (129) N TwBUvOaves V 13 C Maude 

0 F MASTER BOBBY (7) RMFbwer DC. TDaaconbe 

n 4 PEVEfSL PHffiRAGON (73) G Battig M C BCHtonJ 

C 4 RARE UMTY (F881 (BF) D Qmortti D C . - . .PHotoy 

■3 2 SCARROTS (41) (BF) N Henderem tl C ._ MAFtogerekf 

k SHARP DEED (FG) M Madgeart V G B Fenton 

5 SPICK AND SMN (F6S) P HedEpf tM2 - — . . .JFTWey 

t TYROLEAN DREAM (FBB) M 10 Ti RThorrfun 

17 46 1NES1ERN CHIEF (11) D W*arr6 DO., .fib S Durack (5) 

B P HAPPY GO LUCKY (20) MJIfeeden 07. _. ...GTbrmey 

B P HEAVBflY HAH) (FBJGL Moore B7 . Batchelor (7) 

30 F INTERREGNUM (7) IksCFfctoB 7. VSIetlfity 

it MISS MEZZANINE (F1B3)U»L Bow 10 7 L Harvey 

-21 dedarad- 

BETTING: 84 Darcy, 11-4 Badge of Fane. 4-1 Alhosaam, IMScarrots, 
8-t Rare Unity. 12-1 GUmJ Search. 14-1 Mafor TMat 10-t Miters 

10 rani ROYAL WINDSOR MAIDEN HURDLE 
K- >u ) (CLASS E) £2^00 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 501)6 BOLD ROMEO (201 N Hendwscn 6 11 8 JRKaranagh 

2 U> COOLEST BY PHAR (245) UsoPtiMoieSii 8 JlrSDraack® 

3 5-3 DBVTYLEADBI(34)NHendef*itii6iia.. T C Murphy (7) 

4 et JET TABS (25) Iks J Prnnai fine RDrareoody 

5 FF KINGS ANGQ.p?5 A Fester 711 fl .DCrradi(7) 

6 KNIGHT TEMPLAR P ffehclc 5 tl 8 - TJMurphy 

50-sC MR MAGNETIC (22) T Faster 7 11 B - ... SWynne 

6 '305 6.P PERFK LARK (26) R Brnherton B ti 8 S Curran 

9 OM RICHES TO RAGS (21) DMchoIsflnfl h 6 - RTtaroton 

O PTr-43 RIOT LEADER (32) T George 8 11 B NWtHamson 

ti 35-330 ROYAL SCtSMTAR (3B) M Tbmptao 6 it fl - -APMcDftr 

t? WOP SOWUSA (fl P Bowl 6 ti 8 JCuWf 

6 Ppr,r STEPASDEBOY (620) RCrats BTIB -llAitfi 

■j ? SUMMIT (47) Mas C Johnaay 7 ft 0 . . OGjflagher 

e 3 TJGOOOTyME(Bi2jnPrrttos6na AThOrtton 

B DF3 TOPWJTEBlIJGiffcrdBnfl LAspefl^ 

17 5 WHATS THE BUZZ (64) N Heralarson 7 it 8 MAFtagataW 

B P31- BANN VIEW PTZ)CBro£*s7 113 _ SMcNeB 

B 54 CHAT THE B£K (51) C Brooks 5 11 3. — H Berry (7) 
.10 0t» GfflMMBEE{E55)NeaUagB7it3 BPowU 


21 0 PINK SUGAR (56) N Hants 7 71 3 itGrsone 

22 353 F74LA9JON (20) G Bailing 4 Tl 9 B Fenton 

- 22 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 JetlMw, 8-1 tbp Note, 7-1 Deptdy Lcwfor, 6-1 MrMsgneflc, 
12-1 KnigK irmplor. Royal Scfote, IM Rtat Leader. 20-1 others 


WINDLESHAM NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 3CK HOUNTAMPATHCMlTONHeraJBEonBltOJIAFbgaaM 

2 221 HUM , N'HAW(20) AM ftewton-Smeh 7A 9.... -0 Gulaglier 

3 .1)1-31 HOLD YOUR RANKS (87) R Frost 11 HB — Frost 

4 5-3202 BANNY Hill LAD pB) C Mortock 8 Tl 7 JRKevanatfiB 

5 52342 SCOTBY (BEL) (9) R Brekkr 8 11 7 BPDwefl 

0 PlD-fl WISHING YftiiMi (83) (D) IfasH fill 6 ... JFTUey 

7 .312-2 RED UOfTER (37) J0U9 Tt 3 — 2nd preference 

8 641-OP BAUYDOUGAN (28) R Mathew D n 1 J»TtartnnV 

9 23>’4Pfl UaGTHI MARK) (21) TO R Aher B tl tt PHotoy 

D OF332 MAN OF THE MATCH {El) Ms J Hfonn B t) 8 . ...□ Leahy 

11 P-2B6 EURO FORUM (S3) J GHoftl 6 XI 8 LAspefl(3) 

E SFlO KAflareTYPHCXW(TOTOTMcG(wm7D7MBeWtiton 

G ,50FF FROWN (4) P Bowen 3 « 0 ^ .GTivraey 

14 P0552 NORDIC 8PRBE (I) G L Itocre 6 D 3 -APMcCoyB 

£ ;P512 MARKET GOSSIP (26) (DBF)R Aina BD3 MrJTtaanJR 
18 T4-462 WORKINGFOfLPEANUTS (33) (D) C SrWh 8 to 3V SWlery 

17 5^202 JAG DEL PRINCE (21) P UchotoS 00 TJMurphy 

B 6FP1S1 BORO HILL (44) (D) kfe-j P Whbto 0 10 0— Mr S Dmd (5) 

-IB declared - 

Mnvnun: iOa true **><Qhts: Jac Dei Prince to ISO, BctpHW 9s lib 
BETTING: 9-2 Martlet Goaafp. 11-2 ItoU Ykur Ranks, 6-1 NorrSc Spree. 
WtaMng wafisrn, 7-1 Uounteir Path. 10-1 Scothy. 12-1 othera 


o 1(11 JANUARY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
,U| E) £2,900 added 2m 


1 H33-5 DARAKSHAN (98) (D) MssHKn^S6 EO-MrSDraack(B) 

2 20-131 ALPINE JOKER (7) (D) P Hobbs 5 if 2 (Sac) R Duwoody 

3 33MO HIGH LOW (2(4 TO ■ Jones DU 0 Mbs E J Jones (7) 

4 353343 DIEGO (20) (D) M Pitman 5 1)12 Doitottul 

5 S2/34 NSSUN DOHO (32) (CO) S Me4a 6 D 7 C Wept) (5) 

e 3SH>4 DBVS8AV (21) J Bndger 1104 M Bnchetor (7) V 

7 -2R» CC6gCWPB*tYmPTOD(^-tbb7ti4 J5 mWBMfche«a 

8 524=63 PMCBTTON'S PAL (31 J Joseph 7 D 3 JGokbtafom 

9 344223 PERSIAN BUTTERFiy (48) (D) R Sfov^efl D 2. _JQMoty 

n -34025 I RECA1L (21) P Hayward 7 DO B Fenton V 

n 66363 THE EXECUTOR (34) HGStflvan 8 DO- HMbnoa 

- 11 declared - 

MrimuniHwemOsL True liendcEpMBightThBErecukr9st 16b 

BETTING: 11-4 Alpine Joker, 4-1 Hi^i Low, 5-1 Nessun Dare, 6-1 Per- 
sian Butterfly, 8-1 Darakshart, 10 Coma On Penny, Deriabay, 12 othare 

WINDSOR CASTLE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) (DIV II) £3,500 added 2m 5f 


1 022-lP MYSTIC ISLE (49} (C BF) N Gssetee RKatwagh 

2 704-1 SUPRBffi LADY (37)(D) Has HKntfY 711 5 ... JFlSy 

3 21 P-7 D AVANTI EXPHSS (21) C Egerton 8 11 4 NWMaison 

4 SB BUCKHEAHT (HB> A J Wfecn 8 TI 4 AThorrtor 

5 1/F3 MID THE SWING (GO) Ms M Jones 9 It 4_ _2nd pretareace 

6 3023 KELLY MAC (32) (C P CTBnen 8 ft 4 Ik S Durack (5) 

7 Fi-2 OLD OECBtCY (38) (H 1 ) N Henderson 7ft 4J4A Ftenerald 

8 1-323 RAMALLAH (57) Mss H Kngri 9 II 4 .JSStv 

9 6C-2U STRAIGHT ON (TO Ms D Hart 7 TI 4 2nd prefarenca 

V U30OR WISLEY WONDER (90) TO N UnetanOauies B it 4 _C Mawto 
n U343AJ ItEST LODGE LADY p q) NTh n naon OOP JHr EBaanflrt P) 

BETTING: 7-4 Supreme Lad; 

Wsley Wonder B-1 Mystic I 

\A 101 DATCHET HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
‘ 1 u * F) £2^75 added 2m 4f 


.12-11 


t7-1 


1 SFi-3 DICTUU (TO TO(Bq Mss HKrtcftl 7im J Cutely 

2 0560* LITTIE GUNNER (26) U&maidB T15 JIDoMoody 

3 34FW MR DARCY (26) (BF) M Rpe 6 TI 4 A P McCoy 

4 40131 QUtSTAOUAYpj JM*ts611 3Bw) ABM(5) 

5 W523 10RDMTRQGENff7)TOBLIeuKtyn8Tia.JMJlUiirtffyii 

8 3043 DEFENDTHEREALM (41) R Frari 7 11 1 J Front 

7 #F33 UUSCAL MONARCH (20) (DBF)N Harts 12 tin-AThomlon 

6 61-0 RING FOR ROSIE (2S) T Fcraier 7 0 O BFenbai 

9 4S35A) GRSNCRUSAISI(25)MaVVtoitr7i08 — H Thornton V 

B 022222 CABOCHON (S) J Joseph n t)6 J GotcMain (7) 

n tes/P SURC0AT(TOADSnwinO6 _...L Harvey 

C OP-C GOLD LANCE (R57) R OSu*Wn 5 O 3 IIAFfezgmU 

B 4 5-B2 AUGUST lWRnn0{CDBRDOBHnOOB-MrSDraackp). 
H BU5« MesBSTTAINE(4l)NCa»Mian0t)6. — DGaftanher 

« 56FW (Oder wan (to MsCHctaa os .LA*p«p) 

* IXW4 HAPPY HORSE (NZ) (21) N Harts 11 ® 4 R Greene 

17 i/POO- NUNS COME (321) (D) R Peacock to f)0 CWebb® 

B 262340 5EATARTH (44) P BowiTBQ NWDnffn 

Wnonanwelgfa: IDS. True ire#®: Nuns Cert 9sl 12fe Ste Tarih 9a tab. 
BEI-nMO: 3-t.QuWagiay. 4-1 August Twelfth, 5-1 Mr Darcy, B-1 De- 
fendtiiBrealm, 10-1 Dictum, Cabochon, 12-1 Gold lance, 14*1 othare 


CRICKET 


England’s 
composure 
brings reward 


My/es Hodgson 

England A 384 

Sri Lanka Colts XI 208-8 


England A kepi their composure 
in Lbe intense Colombo beat yes- 
terday to emerge in a strong po- 
sition after the frustrating 
second day of their match 
against Sri Lanka Colts XL 

After adding just 11 runs to 
their overnight 373 for 9, Eng- 
land laboured on their first full 
day in Lhe field to earn a posi- 
tion of sircogth with the Colts 
finishing on 208 for 8. still 27 
runs adrift of a avoiding the fol- 
low-on going into Lbe final day. 

The pace bowlers, James 
Ormond, Ben Hollioake and 
Dougie Brown, gave the A side 
a flying start by claiming a 
wicket apiece in lhe opening 15 
overs to reduce them to 21 for 
3. Their resolve, however, was 
tested as Sajid Fernando and 
Manoj Mendis added 120 in the 
□ext 44 overs. 

Brown failed with at least six 
good lbw appeals, while perhaps 
the most unlucky was the um- 
pire's refusal to accept David 
Nash's quick work in stumping 
Fernando before be bad 
reached his half-century when 
he was dearly ou t of his grou nd 
after going forward to the left- 
arm spinner Dean Cosker. 

Fernando and Mendis fell 
within four overs of each oth- 
er after tea as England claimed 
five wickets in the final session 
- a reward for their patient ap- 
proach. 

Second day ol three: Colts XT won toss 
ENGLAND A - Fn*l brings 
(OvBfTitgm: 373 for 9) 

J Ormond c Hajari b Surcsh Pereira 49 

OA Coster not out 2 

Extras (b4 b4 v*5 nb6» B 

Total (91.3 owe) 384 

Bowfing: Surest! Peters 173-7-62-3: Gatage 
0-1 -65-1 : do S*va 34*97-0; Rajan 27^3 ■ 
2; Kato/iUgoda D-0-21 -0. 
sn LANKA COLTS XI - First Innings 

B Edrtwoera b Ormond ,_0 

*S Katoftttooda c Knight b HcAoaka 4 

Sompath Perara c Nash b Brown 4 

S Fernando c Sales b Ormond 66 

M Mends c Nash b Coster. 67 

A Potonowaa not out -.22 

tT M Ofchan tow b GAcn _.t 

B de Siva c Knight b GteB .9 

Surest! Perara c Ormond b Cooker 1 

N Raian not Out ..10 

Extras (b6b2rto W) 4 

■fatal (for S, GO own) 208 

FAD: 1-0 2-10 3-21 4-141 5-162 8-183 7-178 
8-183 

Tb bofc I Gafisga 

Bowling (to dale): Ormond 15-5-32-2: HoF 
loake 12-5-34-1; Brown B-1 -32-0; tSes 29- 
lM63;Eafoam6-i-2&3; Coster ®-&37-£ 
Umpires: S Amarasfotfie and J W Bote|u. 

Yorkshire may 
yet stay at 
Headingley 


Yorkshire yesterday agreed to 
give Headingley a chance to 
serve the county as a Test and 
first-class venue for the 21st 
century. 

The county club have been 
planning to move from Leeds 
to a new site in Durkar, near 
Wakefield, which they believed 
would ensure a healthy future 
for international and Champi- 
onship cricket in Yorkshire. All 
along they have been lacked in 
an argument with Headingley’s 
owners - the Leeds Cricket, 
Football and Athletic Co Ltd - 
who want lo redevelop the ex- 
isting ground and have refused 
to waive Yorkshire's lease on the 
venue, which still has more 
than 80 years to run. 

In a joint statement from 
Yorkshire and Leeds CF&A, 
both parlies have now com- 
mitted themselves to attempt- 
ing to secure planning 
permission and grant binding 
for the redevelopment of 
Headingley. before plans for 
any alternative venue go any 
further. 

“The parties are agreed that 
it is in their respective best in- 
terests to try and find a solution 
to the long-running dispute be- 
tween them. They will explore 
the possibility of achieving a 
practical and financially viable 
redevelopment scheme," the 
statement said. 

- David Clough 


TODAY’S NUMBER 


66 


The number of penalties 
needed to settle a boys’ 
match between Mich- 
feover and Chellaston. 
Both sides missed the 
first 60 spot-kicks. Mich- 
leover eventually won af- 
ter the referee moved the 
penalty spotdosertothe 
goal after the deadlock 
threatened to last longer 
than the match. 
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Tales of Rodger the 
Mariner whose ship 


has already come in 


Stanley Matthews was 38 before 
he laid hands on one. Tom 
Finney and George Best fin- 
ished without one. Alan Shear- 
er has not even come close to 
one. Yet there was Graham 
Rodger, a month out of bis 
teens, climbing the steps to the 
Royal Box to claim his FA Cup 
winner's medal. 

Looking back to 1987, it all 
seems like a crazy dream. 
Coventry City, who had never 
won any serious silverware, 
overcame Tottenham Hotspur 
3-2 in a classic final. And one 
ardent supporter lived out the 
ultimate Sty Blue fantasy, right 
down to helping to make the 
winning goaL 

That fan was Rodger. Now. 
as one of the elder statesman of 
Grimsby Town’s team, he is on 
the Wembley trail again. In 
Saturday's fourth round, the 
Second Division play-off con- 
tenders visit Leeds United The 
tie stirs fond memories for the 
30-year-old central defender, for 
it was the Yorkshire club that 
Coventry beat, also ty 3-2, in an 
equally epic semi-final. 

Rodger did not figure 
against Billy Bremner’s under- 
dogs. Amazingly, his appear- 
ance as substitute against 
Spurs was his first during 
Coventry’s run. Having been 
hauled off in their exit at Wat- 
ford the previous year, after a 
chasing from Nigel Callaghan, 
he had still to playa full FA Cup 
tie when he emulated 
Matthews. 

Add the fact that Rodger 
had started a mere 15 League 
matches and it is no wonder he 
feels “extremely lucky". All the 
more so given that be owed his 
break to the misfortune of a 
friend, Brian Borrows, having 
damaged a cartilage a week be- 
fore the final. 

Though he knew there 
would have to be a reshuffle, 
Rodger did not expect to be in- 
volved. “There was Steve Sed- 
gley, Paul Culpin and me," he 
recalled, “and I honestly be- 
lieved the other two would be 
the subs." 

The first inkling came as the 
Coventry squad watched the 
build-up before leaving their ho- 
tel for the stadium. “They were 
going through our line-up and 
my picture came up as a sub. 
The manager [John Sillett] 
hadn't said anything so 1 as- 
sumed it was just the TV peo- 
ple taking a guess." 

It was therefore a relaxed 
Rodger who joined in the ritu- 
al pre-match stroll around the 
pilch. Then he reached the 
dressing-room. "I saw my boots 
laid out and the No 14 shirt 
waiting for me. I remember 


thinking: ‘Bloody hell. I’m play- 
ing here*. But still no one had 
told me. 

“Finally, just before the 
team talk, Mr SQleti said: ‘Oh, 
by the way, you're on the 
bench'. It was a masterstroke - 
typical of his man-management 
- because I had no time to wor- 
ry about the game.” 

Coventry, facing the likes of 
Hoddle. wkddle, Gough and 
Ardiles, quickly fell behind. 
Bur they were level at 2-2 
when, late in normal time, Bri- 
an Kilcline was hurt in a char- 
acteristically uncompromising 
challenge. Rodger took over, 
and in extra time intercepted a 
pass by the current England 
coach to Clive Allen. 

“I strode into midfield and 
saw this wonder ball out to Nick 
Pickering on the far wing. I 
didn't go for it because I 
thought: 'God, if I mess it up I 
could let them clean in'. I took 
another touch and noticed 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 



BY PHIL 
SHAW 


Lloyd McGrath on the near 
side. 

“I haw to admit it wasn't the 
best of passes, but Uoyd man- 
aged to keep it in. He crossed 
it, we got the lucky deflection 
off Gary Mabbutt and the rest 
is history.” 

This most unsung of final he- 
roes bad originally been spot- 
ted by Wolves, along with Tim 
Flowers, in Warwickshire 
schools football They became 
apprentices as Molineux slid 
into terminal decline under the 
ownership of the mysterious 
Bhatti brothers. 

“I never saw them - 1 don’t 
think they actually existed," 
Rodger said, only half-joking- 
ly. “When you're that young you 
don’t concern yourself with 
what's going on behind the 
scenes. All you think of is foot- 
ball. But us lads used to make 
the tea for the pros. Wbea the 
milkman wouldn’t deliver unless 
the club settled their bill, I 
realised bow everything was 
going downhill" 


Barnwell acts as 
the peacemaker 


The League Managers' Associa- 
tion chief executive, John Born- 
well is calling for referees and 
managers “to build bigger bridges 
between each other” after the con- 
troversy of Lhe weekend 

Barnwell wants managers 
and referees to bold more meet- 
ings to tiy to develop a greater 
understanding of the demands 
of each other’s profession. 

Among the topics he wants 
debated is a possible cooling-off 
period for managers at the end 
of the game before they confront 
match officials or the media. His 
comments follow an outburst to 
the press by the Coventry man- 
ager, Gordon Slrachan, within . 
five minutes of the end of Sat- 
urday’s 2-2 draw with Arsenal, 
in which he claimed referees 
were giving his side “nothing". 

Barnwell said: “What we 
don't want to do is inflame this 
situation and people are try ing 
to whip upan’us and them' sit- 
uation between managers and 
referees which is not die case. 

“If you aren't careful you can 
end up with a very entrenched 
position of ‘them and us’ and it’s 
not that. What the aim of every- 
one should be is for the im- 
provement of the game." 

Another manager w anting 
more clarification from officials 
is Leeds' George Graham who 
yesterday called on the Football 
Association and the Referees’ 
Association to issue uniform 
guidelines on the use of video 
evidence. 


Graham was taken aback by 
Steve Lodge's decision to review 
the dismissal of the Coventry 
defender Paul Williams after the 
match against Arsen aL 
Just over two weeks ago 
Graham bad asked Mike Reed 
to review the sending-off of 
keeper Nigel Martyn at the 
end of his side’s 4-0 FA Cup 
third-round victory over Oxford 
-in bath instances a player was 
prevented from scoring. 

Reed declined, with Graham 
told be would have to write to the 
FA endoeang a copy of the video, 
although Leeds were promptly 
informed that the only grounds 
for appeal were for mistaken 
identity or violent conducL 
Martyn served a one-match 
suspension while Williams 
could have avoided a ban if 
Lodge had changed his mind. 

Graham said: “I wish the FA 
and the Referees’ Association 
would get their act together so 
we know the correct proce- 
dure for sending-off appeals. 

The FA and the Referees’ 
Association, however, both 
agree the referee should have 
the choice over whether to re- 
view a video if he feels a deci- 
sion could be overturned. 

An FA spokesman, Steve 
Double, said, however. “If the 
referee chooses notto review a 
particular incident then the 
dub lodges an appeal and we 
will see if there are reasonable 
grounds and whether we should 
refer ii back to the referee." 


After a solitary outing with 
Wolves, at just 17, he was of- 
fered a six-month contract with 
the dub he had followed since 
boyhood. He stayed at Coven- 
try four and a half years - gain- 
ing four England Under-21 
caps in the company of one Paul 
Gascoigne — before moving to 
Luton. 

One of his managers there, 
David Pleat, had been in charge 
of Spurs at Wembley. “We nev- 
er spoke about the final." 
Rodger said, “but he did get rid 
of me three months later!“ 

When Grimsby came in for 
him, be had to ask Luton's kit 
manager where it was. Six years 
later, the manager who signed 
him, Alan Buckley, is back at 
Blundell Park. He has mould- 
ed the Mariners into a free-flow- 
ing unit, described by Rodger as 
“tight at the back, with real 
flair". 

Early this season, he was not 
in Buckley’s plans and told 
him reserve football was no 
use at his age. “He understood 
and said I could have a free 
transfer in recognition of my 
service, which was great. Then 
Mark Lever broke a toe, I 
came back in and things have 
gone well for myself and the 
team.” 

In tandem with a Hanse- 
nesque young Scot, Peter 
Handyside, he has helped 
Grimsby knock two top-flight 
clubs out of the Coca-Cola Cup 
-Sheffield Wednesday and the 
holders, Leicester - as well as 
nailing Norwich 3-0 to earn a 
day out at EUand Road. 

“The gulf between our lev- 
el and the Premiership is vast, 
but we've shown that you’ve got- 
a chance if you play above 
yourselves and they underper- 
form. I’m not saying we'll win, 
but we're playing some excellent 
stuff. The pressure’s all on 
Leeds." 

Rodger, of course, bas first- 
hand experience of Cup psy- 
chology. Reflecting on his finest 
half-hour, he pictures the 
Coventry apprentices (including 
Steve Livingstone, who now 
leads Grimsby’s attack), "going 
mental” as Kilcline raised the 
trophy: and he hears the crowd 
crowing “Are you watching. 
Jimmy Greaves?” to the media 
pundit and. ex-Spurs striker 
who tipped their demise at 
every stage. 

“I was there, I was part of it 
and no one can ever take that 
away from me," Rodger 
beamed, while admitting he 
could probably walk through the 
centre of Coventry unrecog- 
nised. If Leeds are humbled, he 
will have no chance of doing 
Likewise in Grimsby. 
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Graham Rodger, above, in the comfortable surroundings of Grimsby'S Blundell Park and, 
below (front row, second from right), in the heady arena of Wembley after Coventry had 
won the 1987 FA Cup beating Tottenham 3-2 Photographs: David Ashdown and Allsport 



McManaman faces probe over agent 


Steve McManaman and Barce- 
lona are facing an investigation 
by world football's governing 
body, Fifa, for using the former 
Spice Girls manager, Simon 
Fuller, to set up a £12m transfer. 

Fuller works for the England 
midfielder and Barcelona have 
confirmed he has met them to 
revive McManaman's move for 
the end of the season. 

However, Fife win investigate 
Fuller's role in the talks as he 
does not hold an agent’s licence 
and therefore cannot be in- 
volved in transfers. If Fuller is 
found to have broken the rules, 
both McManaman and Barce- 
lona will face heavy penalties. 

McManaman yesterday dis- 
missed the reports from Spain. He 

said: “How can I be expected to 
keep commenting on something 
that has no truth whatsoever." 

A spokesman for McMana- 


man’s club, Liverpool, who 
agreed a £12.3m fee from 
Barcelona in summer only for 
McManaman's personal con- 
tractual talks to break down, said: 
“There has been no contact with 
Barcelona since last August.” 

Middlesbrough's manager, 
Bryan Robson, still hopes to 
sign Dion Dublin from Coven- 
try, despite the striker rejecting 
a JE4m move to the First Division 
dub on Monday. Robson said "I 
think the deal is still alive." 

The Boro defender 
Gianluca Festa is awaiting the 
result of his appeal against his 
d ismissal during the 1-1 draw 
with Ipswich on Saturday. Rob- 
son has accused the Ipswich 
striker David Johnson of diving 
when challenged by Festa. 

Bradford City's chairman, 
Geoffrey Richmond, yesterday 
named 51 dubs who support his 


proposal to have David Melior 
removed as head of the Gov- 
ernment's Football Task Force af- 
ter the former Conservative MP 
queried on his BBC Radio 5 Live 
show whether colour had been 
a factor in the sacking of Chris 
Kamara as Bradford’s manager. 

Richmond wrote to the oth- 
er 91 Premiership and Nation- 
wide League clubs and the 
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, ap- 
pealing for support in his at- 
tempt to have Melior ousted 
from his role on a body which 
has the stated aim of eliminat- 
ing racism from football 

The 51 apparently supporting 
the campaign indude six Pre- 
miership clubs: Barnsley, Crys- 
tal Palace, Everton, Leicester, 
Newcastle, and Southampton. 
Two clubs, Wimbledon and 
Chester, support Melior, while 
Leeds intend to raise the mat- 


ter at tomorrow's FA Premier 
League meeting. 

George Weah, who was 
linked last year with a move to 
Arsenal, could leave Milan at 
the end of the season, after an 
argument with the coacfa^Fabio 
Capello, over a back injury the 
Liberian striker suffered in Lhe 
club’s gym last month. 

Doncaster players have re- 
fused to co-operate with an of- 
fer by Uri Geller to help Rovers 
dimb off the bottom of the Third 
Division ty using “positive think- 
ing". starting by ensuring they 
beat Macclesfield on Saturday. 
Rovers had arranged a coach to 
GeDer's home in Reading, but the 
manager, Mark Weaver, said; 
“They have been in touch with 
the PFA and are refusing to go. 
They say they have been made 
fools of enough this season." 

— Alan Nixon 


Palmer sympathises with United’s show of frustration 


Southampton’s Carlton Palmer 
yesterday defended Manchester 
United’s lack of discipline dur- 
ing their 1-0 defeat at the Dell 
on Monday, insisting that he 
would be disappointed if they 
were not like that. 

A trio of United players, 
David Beckham, Ryan Giggs 
and Nicky Butt, were booked 
for arguing with the referee 
Mike Riley as frustration 
mounted with their failure to 
break down a stubborn and 
well organised home defence. 

Kevin Davies' third-minute 
header proved enough for the 


three points as Andy Cole’s ef- 
fort was ruled out for offside 
and Beckham’s free-kick came 
back off the upright. 

The game followed a week- 
end of similar indiscipline from 
managers and players alike but 
Palmer, no stranger to the ref- 
eree's notebook himself, had 
sympathy for the players. “I 
think it's frustration ,” he said 
“They want to win like every 
team wants to rria and when it's 
not going your way you do get 
frustrated 

“They’re professional players, 
they want to win the champi- 


onship. It’s to be expected I'd be 
disappointed if I was on their side 
and I wasn’t amongst players that 
weren’t happy with things that 
were going on like that They 
have to care. If decisions go 
against you, you do lose your 
temper. You can’t just switch it 
on and switch it off. You have 
to have that passion.” 

Southampton’s victory ex- 
tended their unbeaten run to six 
games in the Premiership and 
kept United well within sight of 
the chasing pack. Alex Fergu- 
son’s team have a Five-point 
lead, but Palmer insisted Unit- 






RUGBY UNION 


Brive coach slarns 
English dubs’ 
stance on Europe 


ost 


England’s militant senior 
dubs insist they have die 
full support of their 

French counterparts in 

their dispute with the 
organisers of the 
Heineken Cup - a 
committee room conflict 
that threatens the 
tournament’s very 
existence. But, as 
Chris Hewett reports, the 
first cracks in the united 
front have started to 
appear. 


Never trust a strong, silent type, 
especially one with a vested in- 
terest to protect- Laurent Seigne, 
the former French Tbst prop 
whose coaching methods at 
Brive notoriously combine the 
brutal with the Happist, yester- 
day broke ranks with the grand 
Anglo-French alliance that has 
set a time bomb ricking away be- 
neath the outstanding dub com- 
petition in world rugby. 

Seigne does not speak often 
- neither in public nor, accord- 
ing to tales emanating from the 
European champions' dressing- 
room, in private —but when he 
does venture an opinion, it 
tends to cause ructions. His de- 
scription of Pontypridd players 
as “semi-civilised animals” after 
the brawl in Le Bar Tbulzac last 
September ruffled plenty of 
feathers and he did his level best 
to raise a few hackles yesterday. 

“The Heineken Cup is the 
ultimate,” he pronounced as the 
rugby grapevine continued to 
suggest that the English dubs' 
decision to boycott the tourna- 
ment had left it dead in the wa- 
ter. “We were very much into 
the competition from its laundi 
because the games were like in- 
ternationals and we have con- 
tinued to see matches of a 
different level and quality. As 


a dub, we have made progress 
with each fixture.” 


it was a dear statement of 

support for die tournament, the 

fixture of which is likely to ^ be de- 
cided this week. Board members 
of European Rugby Cup Ud. Aw 
organising body, meet in Dublin 
on Friday to discuss next season’s 
fixture schedules, the issue osr 
' tensibly responsible for English 
discontent The men in grey 
suits insist a solution can be ham- 
mered out especially if they 
manage to seduce the -unpre- 
dictable French contingent •- 

Sadly, they appear to be 
mistaken. The Allied Dunbar 
Premiership dubs . remain 
adamant that they will not par- 
ticipate in any ERC tournament 
next season, not simply because 
of the wrangle ever fixtures but 
because of a profound mistrust , 
of senior board members, no- 
tably Tbm Kieman, the Irish 
chairman, and Vernon Pugh of 
Wales. The decision of Charles 
Levisoo, the Wasps executive 
who represented tire interests of 
Lbe English dubs, to resign 
from the board leaves Bill Beau- 
mont, a Rugby Football Union 
nominee, as the only English- 
man likely to attend on Friday. 

“I don’t think there is a sin- 
gle English club against the 
idea of European' rugfry, " in- 
sisted one high-profile Pre- 
miership chief executive 
yesterday. “But we want Europe 
to work to the benefit erf us all 
and at the moment, that isn’t 
happening. It doesn’t look like 
happening, either, not with 
ERC in charge. There are just 
too many issues to resolve.” *. 

Meanwhile, Michael Ly- 
nagh 3 the 34-year-old former 
Wallaby stand-off and captain 
whose craf tsmanshi p has been 
the essential ingredient in Sara- 
cens’ sudden challenge for Pre- 
miership honours, was today 
expected to confirm his retire- 
ment at the end of the season.. 
Philippe Sella, the north Lon-', 
don dubs’ equally venerable 
French centre, has already an- 
nounced chat this will be his 
final lop-ievel campaign. 
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SNOOKER 


Hunter overcomes lack of 


inexperience to see off Davis ^ 


Paul Hunter bridged a huge gulf 
in experience to defeat the six- 
times world champion, Steve 
Davis, in the Regal Welsh Open 
at Newport yesterday. 

The promising 19-year-old 
from Leeds scored a 5-3 victo- 
ry to reach the last 16 of the 
event and earn a meeting with 
the eighth seed, Nigel Bond. In 
the process, Hunter also im- 
pressed Dads, a player well- 
qualified to assess the relative 
merits of the game's up-and- 
coming young talents. 

“I think the jury is out on any 
player until they win a tourna- 
ment or two, but Paul certain- 
ly deserves his label as a strong 
prospect,” said Davis. “He 
looks confident and he knows 
what he’s doing around the 
table." 

Hunter, quoted as an odds- 
on favourite by the bookmak- 
ers, fell 2-1 behind before racing 
through the following three 
frames in only 38 minutes 
thanks to breaks of 87. 72 and 
56i Davis doggedly salvaged 
the next only for Hunter to ap- 
ply the finishing touches to an 
accomplished performance by 
potting the blue to a distant 
baulk pocket in frame eight 

“It’s a tremendous result 
for me, especially because that's 
the first time I have ever played 
Steve,” said Hunter, the world 
No 43. “I was nervous before 
the start but once I'd got a frame 
under my belt I knew I could do 
something.” 

Hunter will now be hoping 
to repeat the 5-1 victory over 


of myself at a European League 
match a couple of weeks ago I 
realised I wasn't cueing well. I 
have remodelled by cue action 
a bit and I have started to 
make some headway. Frustra- 
tions have been replaced by op- 
timism.” 

Mark King, runner-up to 
Stephen Hendry in last year's 
Welsh Open, joined Hunter in 
the last 16 with a 5-2 win over 
Tbny Chappel, the Swansea, 
professional responsible for 
Keo Doherty's surprise sec- 
ond-round exit. King,, who 
pinched the first frame oh the 
black, with an excellent 66 
clearance, added breaks of 67 
and 86 in leading 4-2 before-he Of 1 } 
sealed victory by potting green 
to pink in a tight seventh. 

The Romford left-hander 
now tackles another Welsh, ri- 
val in Dominic Dale, the Grand 
Prix champion, for an appear- 
ance in the quarter-finals. Jamie . 
Burnett, sbock conqueror -of 
Stephen Hendry in the second - 
round, retained the w inning 
habit on Sunday night. 

The Scot secured a last 16 
meeting with Stephen Lee when, 
he progressed with a 5-3 victo- 
ry over Joe Perry. Against 
Hendly, Burnett was forced to 
rally from 4-2 down to win-5-4 . 
but it was a different stoxy . Jj, 
against Perry. He always held" Wj 
the upper hand after moving 3-l 

ahead with runs of 36, 44, 35 and ’ . 

71 in the early stages. . . 
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“With so many of the top 
ill now be hoping players going out I feel capable ' 
e 5-1 victory over of doing something," said Bur- 


ed remained firm favourites. “I 
still think they’re the best side 
in Europe,” Palmer said. 
“We’ve worked extremely hard 
against them. 

“Of all the teams I’ve seen, 
consistently they do it week in 
week out If you sit off them and 
let them play they'll destroy you. 
Before the game starts if you are 
playing teams like Manchester 
United, Chelsea or Liverpool 
you know you have to close 
them down and deny them 
space. If you don’t do that you 
haven't got a chance again st 
them, to be fair." 


Bond which launched his nett “Obviously, when you've 
record-breaking run in the 1996 beaten someone like Stepheri, 
Regal Welsh when, at only 17 it gives you a tremendous ' 
years and four months old, be amount of confidence and I'm 
became the youngest player really determined to capitalise 
ever to figure in the semi-finals .on it” 
of a world-ranking tournament Burnett's fellow country- ’ 

Even in defeat Davis, who in man Graeme Dott was also in ~i 
a fortnight begins the defence the groove as he set a person 
of his Benson and Hedges Mas- al best and put himself in line 
ters title, gained encourage- for a £5,000 bonus, for the ’ 
ment from an improvement on highest televised break, during r 
some dismal displays of late, a 5-2 victory over Steve James. * 

"I have been very disheart- The 20-year-old from - ■ * 

ened with my form in practice near Glasgow who had already 
and in matches all season, but ousted the 12th seed James : 
that was a lot better" he said. V&ttana, in the previous round 
“Watching a skw-motion replay had a 142 clearance. 




ened with my form in practice 
and in matches all season, but 
that was a lot better;" he said. 
“Watching a skw-motion replay 
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MC.TOR racing 


Prost cannot resist a swipe at the driver who got away 


Wain Prost is as ambitious in 
team ownership as he was as a 
driver. Yesterday he questioned 
Damon Hill’s ambition at the 
launch of his team's new car, 
one the British former world 
champion chose not to drive. 

Derick A llsop reports from 
Barcelona. 


Alain Prosi launched his new car. the Peu- 
geot-powered AP01. here yesterday, intern 


on proving Damon Hill was wrong to re- 
ject the chance of driving iu 

A day after Hill expressed his unease at 
leading the Jordan challenge without the sta- 
tus of No 1. Prost was buoyant at the prospect 
of placing his car in the care of his fellow 
Frenchman. Olivier Panis. aud Jamo "Gui- 
lt- The inexperienced Italian was given his 
chance when Hill decided against joining 
Prost at the last minute and opted instead 
for Jordan, whose new car he will test the 
Jordan for the first lime here this morning. 

That sudden change of direction by the 
former world champion patently still irks the 
man who won the title four times. But ProsTs 


ill-starred negotiations with the driver he part- 
nered at Williams five years ago have left him 
concluding: Tm not sure Damon has the mo- 
tivation to be world champion again. Now 
I have no regrets he did not sign for us. 

“I think what 1 have always thought that 
Damon made the wrong decision. He was 
very close to signing for us. The papers were 
ready to sign. He told us with two hours 
to go that he would not be joining us. 

“1 don't think it was anything to do with 
money. WhaL I promised him and the way 
I intend to run the team was no bull. I’m 
straight with drivers. It’s easy to make 
promises and not deliver. Bui wc aim to be 


a top Leam. That means breaking into the 
leading four. I don't know how soon we can 
do that but if it is not this year I hope it 
will be next year. 

“I am veiy happy with the drivers wc 
have. Olivier is experienced now and ful- 
ly recovered from his accident last year. 
Jamo is young but now he knows he can 
leam and concentrate on his driving because 
the car is his." 

Prost has endeavoured to foster a sense 
of togetherness id his team, training with his 
drivers in a carefully choreographed bond- 
ing programme. He is also forming an 
open working relationship with Peugeot 


which, be believes, will benefit both concerns. 

He said: “It is important for us all to work 
together. I want the drivers to be fit but also 
we warn the morale to be good. It is the same 
with Peugeot. We have an open relation- 
ship with them, which is not usual in For- 
mula One. But it is like being in the same 
tp«nv sharing information and facilities. This 
is the way to go in the future." 

Prost has taken a step towards that fu- 
ture by building a new factory and in- 
creasing his work-force to 150. To prosper, 
he knows he must beat the likes of Jordan 
and graduate to the “Premier League". 

He said: “It is difficult to compete and 


survive in Formula One. We all have our 
objectives and 1 know 1 have to deliver." 

Tntlli has charmed the French camp by 
learning the language to a passable stan- 
dard inside three months, and seemingly 
forming a sound relationship with his 
team-mate. 

Pauls, who suffered double fractures to 
both legs during last season’s Canadian 
Grand Prix, said: “I would have been hap- 
py to work with Damon Hill and I'm a bit 
disappointed with his decision because it 
would have been a big challenge - for him. 
Jamo is young, quick, and we are working 
hard together to develop the car." 


WI NTEJ R o LYM IP I C G AM ES 

Numbers ‘no barrier to the 
medal zone’ for Britain 


Britain will be taking 
their smallest Winter 
Olympic team in nearly 
30 years to the Games in 
Nagano, japan. 

Mike Rowbottom reports. 


Just 33 competitors have passed 
the strict British Olympic As- 
sociation criteria to earn selec- 
tion for the Winter Games in 
Nagaho beginning on 7 Febru- 
aiy - the lowest number since 
17 Britons competed at the 
1960 Games in Squaw Valley. 

However, the BOA chief 
executive, Simoo Clegg, is cau- 
tiously optimistic about the 
impact the team can make. 

“1 am confident that we are 
taking a solid team to the 
Games," Clegg said. “We are 
not a winter sport nation, but we 


have a number of athletes who 
we wDl he expecting to reach the 
medal zone in their events." 

Top six places arc expected 
front the men’s curling team, the 
tour-man bobsleigh team led by 
Scan Ofsson and the speed 
skater Nicky Gooch, who will be 
part of a relay team also aiming 
to be in with a medal chance. 

The announcement of the 
final party ended the lingering 
hopes of two Britons - Keith 
Yandell in the luge, and Lesley 
McKenna in the snowboarding 
evenL Yandell failed to satisfy the 
BOA with his performances this 
season, and McKenna did not do 
enough to convince the In- 
ternational Ski Federation to al- 
locate a place to Britain, despite 
at least one top-20 placing in re- 
cent World Cup competition. 

The team contains at least 
two members who may not be 
British for long. David 


Allardice, of the speed skating 
relay squad, recently received 
Canadian citizenship, and 
Sophie Ormond, the 18-year-old 
named in a nine-strong alpine 
and freestyle skiing leam, is 
expecting to receive a French 
passport two months after the 
Games arc over. 

Graham Bell, named in the 
alpine skiing, will be making his 
fifth Winter Games appear- 
ance, as will Michael Dixon, a 
35-vear-old Army officer who 
competed in the cross-countrv 
skiing event at the Sarajevo 
Games, of 1984 but has now 
switched to the biathlon. 

GREAT BRITAiM TEAM (tor WHer Otympre 
Games. Nagano. Japan, starring on 7 Feb- 
ruary): SMng (Alpine); A Baiter, £ Carrich- 
Andereon. G Baft A Freshwater. S Ormond. J 
Ormond. Skiing (freestyle): T Dudgeon 
(rnooisl K Harbor teerafci. S Temple (mociis; 
Biathlon; M Gee. U Doan Bobsleigh: S 06- 
un L Pau. D Ward. L Johnson. P Ah wood. C 
Fkanbok. Short-track speed skating; N Gooch. 
M Jasf«r. R ifitoheS. U Rowe. □ Manta Fig- 
ure aiurtJng; S Ccwani. Curflnq (men); D Dry- 
cugh. P wasen. P Wfeon J Napier. J Dryburrti 
Curfing (women): h Hay E Loudon. K Loudon 
J Locfinen. F Bayne 


Kenyans take up the running on the snow trails 


Following in the tradition of Ja- 
maica's bobsleigh team and 
Eddie the Eagle, the Winter 
Olympic Games in Nagano, 
Japan, will feature the latest un- 
likely candidates for glory. . . 

Kenya, the nation which con- 
sistently produces middle and 
long-distance running champi- 
ons, does not even have a na- 
tional skiing federation. 
However, it does has its first 
cross-country skiing team, fea- 
, hiring Philip Bolt, whose unde 
J Mike won bronze over 800 me- 
^ tres at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics. “I am very' proud, very 
happy " Boh said from his train- 
ing base in Nastola. Finland. 

The concept behind Boil’s 
Olympic odyssey is simple. In a 
country with an abundance of 


running talent, even an average 
performer could have the edge 
in other endurance sports. Stick 
a pair of skis on the runner and 
Africa could have its first Win- 
ter Games gold medallist. 

In practice, it has been a lit- 
tle more complicated for Boil 
and his training partner. Hen- 
ry Bilok. since they moved north 
nearly two years ago. For a 
stan, when they stepped off the 
plane from Nairobi it was the 
first time they had seen snow. 

After two years and $2U0,0( W 
(£125,000) of investment by the 
American shoe company which 
sponsors the Kenyan track team, 
some progress has been made. 
The pair possess the endurance 
and stamina. Boil, aged 26. has 
a 1500m best of 3min 46sec. 


Bilok. 2S. is a world-class steeple- 
chaser. However, both have 
found the techniques difficult. 

In 10km events, a distance at 
which the Kenyans excel on the 
track. Bolt and Bilok have man- 
aged ro reducetheir early efforts 
by more than 60min. yet they' 
still trail world-class skiers. To 
qualify for Nagano, Boil had to 
. compete in at least five recog- 
nised races. Bitok has managed 
only four events, but will trav- 
el lo Nagano in ihe hope he 
might be able to compete. 

Jussi Lehtinen. the Finnish 
ski coach who has been working 
with the Kenyans, believes that 
while progress has been slow, it 
is just a matter of time before the 
Africans begin to challenge ihe 
world on the snow trails. 
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Great Britain’s Lee Westwood practises in Phuket yesterday for the Johnnie Walker Classic Photograph: Allsport 

GOLF 

Faldo searches for the drive of old to challenge Woods 


Nick Faldo hopes a new driver 
will bring a new lease of life to 
a career that recently has 
failed to Ihe up to the high 
standards of the Briton. 

Bui Faldo will have his 
work cut out in Phuket this 
week in the opening event of 
the European Tour, the John- 
nie Walker Classic. The 40- 
year-old will have lo face the 
two hottest young properties 
in golf. Tiger Woods and Lee 
Westwood. 

Last season Faldo had his 
worsi-ever sequence in the 


majors and fell from fifth in the 
world rankings to 17th.Mean- 
while. Woods, 21. won the 
Masters by 12 shots then be- 
came world No 1 in record 
time. Westwood. 24. showed his 
potential by ending the season 
winning the Volvo Masters in 
Spain, Japan's Taiheiyo Mas- 
ters and the Australian Open. 

Faldo would relish a show- 
down with Woods, sure to at- 
tract a huge crowd in the 
homeland of his mother, when 
the £133.330 first prize is on the 
line on Sunday. "I needed to 


hit it further to keep up with 
these young whippersnappers 
and I’ve got an extra 10 yards 
with my new driver. Fifteen if 
I bell it," Faldo said. 

Fred Couples wQI not line- 
up after missing his flight to 
Bangkok because of having to 
contest a play-off for the Bob 
Hope Gassic in California on 
Sunday. It was worth it, as he 
beat Bruce Lietzke. “It's a pity 
with Fred having just won, but 
I still think we have a pretty 
good field." said the tourna- 
ment director, Peter German. 


In Woods, Faldo, West- 
wood. Ernie Els and Jose 
Maria Olazabai that is no 
empty boast. The quintet were 
all involved in a colourful 
opening ceremony yesterday 
when five Indian elephants 
were led down the 10th fair- 
way. But the photo opportu- 
nity did not quite go as 
originally intended. It was 
hoped that Woods would sit 
astride one of them - but his 
insurance company would not 
allow it. . 

- Mark Garrod. Phuket 


RAL L YING 

Turn for the 
worse takes 
out Makinen 

Ibmmi Makinen 's forecast that 
the Monte Carlo Rally is usually 
a tale of the unexpected took an 
unwelcome twist for the Finn 
yesterday. Makinen crashed out 
while leading the first event of 
the season, denting not only his 
Mitsubishi Lancer but also his 
chances of winning a hat-trick 
of world titles. 

Carlos Samz. twice a winner, 
took immediate advantage of 
Makinens spin on the clay's first 
special stage, taking over first 
place in his Toyota Corolla. 

Makinen led his Spanish 
rival by more than a minute 
after Monday’s first six stages 
but said: “1 always said anything 
could happen in this rally." 

He is to undergo tests in a 
Helsinki hospital today as 
Makinen appears to be “still 
suffering from the after-effects 
of pneumonia." according to a 
Mitsubishi spokesman. 

The Monte Carlo is proving 
something of a mountain for 
Makinen. who has never won 
the rally. He was leading last 
year when the wrong choice of 
tyres on the final overnight 
stage cost him victory. 

His countryman Juha 
Kan kk linen, four-times a world 
champion, moved up to second 
place in a Ford Escort after the 
first two of yesterday’s stages. 

The Subaru drivers Piero 
Lialti, of Italy, and Britain's 
Colin McRae recovered from 
minor setbacks to exert pressure 
on Sainz. Uatti. last year’s win- 
ner. had rolled his car over in 
the day’s second special stage 
when McRae punctured but 
they both fought back in the 
next stage to reduce Sainz's 
lead. Richard Burns, driving in 
his first Monte Carlo, was an 
impressive third, lmin 28sec off 
the pace, in his Mitsubishi, 
ahead of Uatti and McRae. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Basketball 

New Vxk 98 Boston 82; FTSade^ana 9B Sacra- 
mento as-. Minnesota TIT LA C*ppers *9: LA 
Latere 92 Orlando 89: Qwtorte *» Toronto 
88: New Jersey 95 San Arnono 84; Seattle m 
Houston 80: Utah 88 Deport 89 

Bowls 

WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS (Pre- 
ston): Palm lira round: S tees and J Pnee 
, IWhl) br M Gakmey and H Brasaey flita 7-5 
v i-5 7-3: D Goxtav and H Did! (Scoi bl A Ross 
V- and A Marshal (ScoJ 7-T 3-7 7-4 2-7 7-1: l fey- 
' brand 1 ScriiM* (AuBl W L ttai (Jersey) 
and A Welch (Guernsey) 7;I 3-7 7-5 7-3. 

Cricket 

ONE-DAY MATCH (Cokxnbo): Zimbabwe 
3W far 6 60 overs) (A Ftavver 67): Sn La*a 
Board FYttaetenrt XI 345 ter 6 Wn owre) IS 

Javaswtya 56. MJayowartere 67noi Sri tan- 
ka Board XI won by four wtekots. 

Cycling 

The Tour de Ranee, which starts in 
Dubfin this year, vrifl begin in the 
Vend6e region of western France 
next year, with the prologue at Puy du 
Fou on 3 Jliy and the first stage from 
Montaigu to ChaHans. 


Football 

PONT1NS LEAGUE firm Divtatan: Pott- 
pond: Grensby v Batten. Second Division: 
Postponed: Buntey v York. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hrat 
Division: Arsenal l Chelsea 0 far Enfietfl; I*- 
nal 1 WMtfedonZ 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Thirt round: 
Postponed: Ewrion v Stote (pto)v& wnor- 
ro*). 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Coring Bra- 
miershlp: Southampton 1 Manchester Utd 0 
GMtteuxhafiConterenca: Stevenage 2 Here- 
ford a FA Umbra Trophy firs! round: Attm- 
cham 3 Runcorn 2. RnS^oundroptoy, Le<b 
FWIO Gramham 0 feat Grantham won *-3 on 
pens) Renan League ft* Members Cup third 
round: Dagenham 5 Recbridge 3 Harrow 1 
Pond ns League Premier Division: fteston 
ffcrth End 0 Leeds Ltd 2 Stoke City 2 

SheffldUVUednesdayafRrstDhrfsiomLetees- 

W 2 Wesl Bromwich 0. A/von Insurance Com- 
btnstton Flret Division: BrUvort OWteslHam 
0 The Times FA Youth CXp Wrt round: C>®»e 
2 Manchester City 0: teterix«ixflh 2 Wycombe 
q Saatlsh League: Barteiona 3 (Errate 3a 
ftwffioja. CiSes og 53) Vtstenoa 4 (Mori* 
69 Lopez 74 87. Otepa 891 Portuguese 
League-. Spotting Lefcon 1 Brega t 
SUSPENSIONS: Premier League Sending 
Offs: F PenaB (Southampton! three m«ch»s 
from 24 -ternary: M Ghent (Aston Via)** 
match from 27 Jan: P Oj (SheJfieM 
WMwtday) one match from 28 Jan Natloiv 


wida League Rna Division SencBng ofts: R 
Jepson (Oldham Arffeoci tnrae maicnes from 
24 Jan Premier League five eaittana: G Hyde 
(Sheffield Wecteesaayt two mathes from Ji 
Jan; J Moncur (Mfest Ham) two matches fiom 
3«h Jan: C Tier lEverton) two mashes irom 
24 Jan: C Patar (Southatrprtn) two match- 
es born 34 Jan. G FBcrnft (Blackbum Rovers) 
two matches horn 25 Jan: EJgpst cautions ni 

Mark Oossfey, the Nottingham Forest 
and Welsh international goakeapar, is 
set to play in tariffs nlghtfc reserve 
game against Aston Vida after seven 
months out with a back injury sus- 
tained during a pre-ssasor aame rt 
Fintond MeanwHe. JL#ia ReiriS hopes 
of a move to Forest have been 
dashed. The 22 year-oW Finnish in- 
ternational who has been on tnal for 
10 days, dstocated a Kneecap in train- 
ing and is now set lo return home. 
Nevifle Southaft the former Wetsh 
goalreeper who was loaned by Ever- 
lon to Southend for a month in De- 
cember. has had his slay at the 
Second Division club extended by a 
further month. 

Vtorid Cup quaifiers, Jamaica, are talk- 
ing to the Repub&c of Ireland about 
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playing a friendy in London on 22 
March as they prepare for France.. 
italyS players and coaching unions 
gave their full support yesterday lo a 
Bid by the Deputy Prrne Mrister, Wai- 
ter Veftroni, to Irrxl the number of for- 
eigners n Sene A. Vertrom wants EU 
ana non-EU players to be (reeled in 
the same way - and for there to be a 
ma> num of five on the pitch at any 
one time a/thouoh dubs would be free 
to siyi as many foreign pfayets as they 
wish. 

Renzo Ufvieri, ihe BoJonga coach, has 
resigned from the Itafcan Sene A side 
after a row wrlh one of his lea*ig pay- 
ers, Roberto Baggio. Ufvieri, who 
faced entxasm for (topping Baggio for 
Sunday^ game agarist Juvantus, 
handed his resignation to dub presi- 
dent, Giuseppe Gazzori Frascara, be- 
fore attending training yesterday. The 
controversy between Baggio and 
Ufivieri erupted on Saturday nfcfu, 
when the coach loid the former World 
Cup pfayer he would be on the sub- 
stitutes’ bench for the match against 
his old dub, which Juventus won 3-1 
Baggio refused and walked oul 
Richard Jobson. ihe Leeds defender, 
is wanted by Second Division strug- 
gles Southend United. Jobson has 
been fold he can go by hs manager. 
George Graham, and has been ap- 
proached by Ahrin Martins side 
The Huddersfield manager, Peter 
Jackson, is ready 10 sign centre-half 


Emerson Augusta Tome from Benfi- 
ca tar £250000. The 25-year-old de- 
fender has been told he can go by 
Graeme Socrtess and flew in tor tafcs 
fast right Huddersfield are also set to 
sign lormer Evert on defender. Alex 
Smith, from Swindon. 

Olympic Games 

Organisers of the Sydney 2000 
Olympics will increase their drug- 
teseng budget toflewhg the furore over 
Chinese attempts to smuggle illegal 

g rowth hormones dufog the World 
wrmmrng Championships. 
Rallying 

MONTE CARLO RALLY (Monaco): Standings 
after three special stages: 1 C Sainz ana L 
Moya »Sp> Toyota Corete WWC 2t* 36mn 
3 J Kjrtrtorwn and J Repo (Fnl Fore 
Escort WRC *■ 4S&ec : 3 R Buns and R Reid 
(GBi MIsubieTa Cansme GT WRC +trrvn 
aaasec; 4 P Ltiro and F Pons (ft) Sudani lm- 
preza WRC 2.024. 5 C Mcftae and N Gris (G8I 
SUjaru fenprezJ WRC +265: 6 B Th*v and 
S Pram (Bell Fo«d Escort WRC *23bJ:7 U 
I JM (Get) and T Thenar (5*ej MMisJt Oane- 
me GT »&244. BAKremerandKWWte(Ger) 
Slfcanj brneza *7:26.7; 9 G Paired and H 
Ranten (Fo PeuBea 306 Maxi KC 8:013. 10 H 
Rorenpera an d V S*ervjB> (On) SEAT Isa KC, 
♦ n «3 

Rugby League 
Robbie Paul has been reBeved of the 
leam captaincy of the Bradford BlAs, 
in order to allow him to concentrate 
on he own aama Graeme Bradtey. al- 
ready the dub captain. wS take ewer 
the leadership responsibSties on the 
field as weL 


St Helens' Samoan centre or second- 
raw; Via Mataifa. misses the start of the 
Siper League season after breaking his 
amt in a friendy at Lancashre Lynx. 

Rugby Union 

Scotsman Jm Fleming, who has of- 
ficiated in 29 Test maches, wffl refer- 
ee the Heineken Cup final between 
Bath and Brive at Stade Lescure. Bor- 
deaux on 31 January. 

Uanharan hooker Richard Vowtes, 
23, has been left with no movement 
In his legs after breaking his neck in 
two place when a scrum colapsed. 
Vowtes, who represented Wales as 
featherweight boxer at the 1994 Com- 
monwealth Games, suffered the injury 
in e match on Saturday. 

Skiing 

A mens World Cup slalom, which had 
to be cafled off in Vteysonnaz, Austria 
yesterday has been switched to 
KtebuheL which wril now be hosting 
a dowrrt dcuble-header on Friday and 
Saturday, as wel as two slaloms on 
Sunday and Monday. 

Snooker 

REGAL WB-SH OPEN (Newport Centre. 
Newport): Third round: P Hmra (B 


5-1: C SnaS f Seo) « N Hhnr (Eng) S-i 

Swimming 

China's team, which is affected by 
drug bans, could face new problems 


WEEK-END FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Cup fourth round 

1 Bvmirtijhain v SiocJtpcirt . . 1 

2 nuddersJiekJ v Wmbtedon X 

3 Ca/rff I » Crtettanham Of Rearing 1 

a Chariton v Wbhres . . 2 

5 C'ysiai Palace v Leicester X 

6 Trarmere v Sunderland . . 2 

7 Leeds v Grms*y t 

8 Manchester Utd v Waisal 1 

9 Aston Via v West Brora . . 2 

10 Middlesbrough v A/sanal X 

11 Tottenham v Bamgev .. . 1 

Abo playing (not on coupons): Coventry v 
Derty. ipswneii v She'Seto ina Playing Sun- 
day: Uanctesrer Crty v Wtesl Ham. Slew- 
nage v Newcastle Playing Monday 
Sneflwrd Wednesday v Bla.»fc*xn Also 

K 'ng (Saturday). Nationwide Football 
ua Hrai Division: Bradtord Glv v 
<jon. Chtetd Uld » Potramouih FW»' Vale • 
Crewe. Queens Part- Rangers * MMirndLim 

rCT8# 

Nationwide Football League 
Second Division 

12 Bristol City V N^rtf-jmplcn 1 

13 BrATfley v Southend • 1 

id Plymouth » Wigan ? 

1 5 ProsTot-i v Chester fieto X 

16 vtfyeoiw* v Blackpool i 

i7M3tfi v MHwal . ■ 1 


Second DMsion: Bounemouth v Ottam; 
0i era sert v Want'd: Cartste v BrWal Rmecs; 
Luton « Funam 

Third Division 

18 Bamel v Colchester 1 

19 Brighton v Scarborau^i 2 

20 Cambrrdge v Cheaar 1 

21 OorcacVer v Waisal .2 

22 Hartlepool v Rotherham ... X 

23 Lincoln v Nous Courty 2 

24 Rochdale v Leyton Orient X 

25 Scunthorpe v Swansea ...2 

26 Torquay v bhrawsOury 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Dartngton 
v E ■H«'. Hul v Peterborough 

CM Vauxhall Conference 

27 Dover v ftenden 1 

28 Haiifai v Slough . 1 

29 Hedneatord v Hayes _.J{ 

30 tenenng v Famborou^r . .2 

3t hiddemnnsrer v Moreeambe 2 

32 Lwk v Staiyprdge 1 

33 Sculhpon v Wte«ng t 

Ryman League 

Premier Division 

34 /^tespury v Carsnahan 1 

35 Boieham Wood v Bishop's tiorttora l 

36 Chesham v Heyonoge X 

37 Dagenham & Redbridge v Hrtehn . . t 


38 OJvnch v Purfteat Jt 

39 Hendon v Enfield ... 1 

40 KingstBnian v BasngKoke 1 

41 Oxford Crty v Bromley 2 

42 Sutton United v Si Abans 1 

43 Walton and Horsham v Hanoi* . ,._i 

44 Yfeatfc^; v Gravesend S Nortnfteet ..X 
Unibond League Premier 

45 Bishop AucMw v Mart* .1 

46 Bhrtn Spartans v Ftoncom ..2 

47 Choriey v Boston X 

46 Cohvyn Boy v Leigh 1 

<9 Eraiey v Wlnstonl — 1 

Also playing {not on Co u po ns ): Tennents 
Seonteh Cup tied ratnt AMto v teas Cow- 
ty: Aloe v fyr. Cette v Morton: Dumbarton v 
Motherawl Dundee Uw « Aberdeen- Duv 
twrrta v Edrtucpi City: HsrnOai v Ranges 
tat MatheneeS); Hearts v Oydsbarts; Hbem- 
an v Radi, kiuemess Coledortei TTMla v An- 
nan Athtadc: LMigsion v Abfcn Route* Ouean 
c4 me Scufti v SMnp, si johrOOne v Parbch: 
Sterhcrjoem* v Rmc Skanoar v ttenamoch. 
Playing Stnday: bndsa v SI Hrran 

Fou- draws: Crystal Patace v Leicester. As- 
aanvCheaatfiafaHeaw3l ttd vHByus.Chor- 
leyvBcKioa 

Rm aweys: Sunderland. Scsrtxvough. WuL 
sat MorscanKM, Ft^mrn. 

Tfin hemes: Leeds. Ma nchester United. Tot- 
tenham. Bnstoi Cny. Bamst, Halfax. Dagen- 
ham & RBctnUge. khgsnrian. Wblton & 
Herenam BBhop AucKiand. 


after arriving with only two swimmers 
for a twrxtey World Cup meeting 
starting fn Sydney today, fkies for the 
nine- round World Cup series require 
nations to field a minimum of four at 
every meeting. However, the Chi- 
nese have three competitors under 
suspension and several others are 

injured. 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Uatboume): Men's 
slngfag Aral round: A Medvedev (Ua) In L 
Smm |Aia) 5-2 6-0 6-0: W Black pm) bt B 
Steven (SZ) 6-4 6-26-2; A Berasaieoi (Sp) 
W K Bruasch (Gw) 36 6-4 63; TWood- 

Ort^e (Alb) bt F DewiX (Be/) 7-5M 7-5; G 
FUSEDSa (Gte) HDVAI (US) 7-6 63 6-4; 
T Enqvia (Sure) by J A Mam (Sp) 636-4 6 
3; O Gross IGeObrM-KGoelner (tier) 766- 
46-2: M febbun (Aislbt M Hfcpm (Lkug) 7-5 

7- 5 6-7 64; G KISTTBJ (Brajb! J Dsu (Sp) 

8- 3 3< 63 6-2; C Van Gare3e (BeA fcfl C ftrud 
(Nori 7-6 4-6 1-6 6-4 6-3: N Meter (Gar) tit M 
tk aper (A us) 64 6-4 60: J Appal tSwa) tt T 
MUSTER lAul) 6-4 7-6 (7-5; A Gaudend (It) 
W D PascarU [Ffcra) 6-2 4-6 62 6-2: L Roux 
(Fr) bi T Nwtert |Sm) 63 7e 163; J Stetrwnr* 
(Netfi) bt G IW4SEVIC (Crea) 6-2 7-6 3-6 6 
4; N Esojda (Ft) t* m Larsaon (Swe) 67 4-6 
7-561 A COSTA (Sp) bi T Haas (Ger) 
7-6 62 6-4; J Stark (US) bi C Costa (Sp) 6-3 
4-1 rei; J StoHerfjaro (Ays) bi G Blanco (Sp) 
6-2 rat n|: T Martn lUSIbl J Senchei (Sp) 6 
1 6-4 61 ; R Ranefaero (LIS) t* M OwJudaJSA) 
63 61 61: M CHAlfe [US1 M K CBrtsen (tM 
63 7-6 67 6-3; K Alarm (Mar) btARaiifes- 
cu (Gar) 7-667 63 6-2; A Anass (US) (« u 
Martel (W 66 7-6 62 62: DWhMon (US) 
M M Craea tGert 6-4 66 63 63; J Alonso (Sp) 
bt H Furlan (tt 7-6 62 2-6 62; A la (Auslbl 
J Knppsehid (Get) 64 62 63; M RIOS (C«e) 
br G Slrftord (Aue) 6 - 1 60 63: F Scutari lArgi 
bi T Johansson (Swa) 64 2-663 678-6:3 
Ranu. (Fra) bt S State (Aus) 2-8 6-3 4-6 6-2 
6-0; J Gotnard (Fi) bt T Henman (GB) 63 6 
7 62 66 11 -9; P RAFTER (Aus) bl J Threngo 
life) 7-6 7-6 67 7-6 l Women's singles first 
rotted: S Tested (ft) bt G LaorvGercte (Sp) 


6362; J NefotflyJCan) bt C Rubsi (US I 62 
64; 0 MUN ROOST (Bah tx H Smpscn (Qanl 

63 6-2: fl Hraki (Japan) bt A Grass |Ger) 6 
262; R Schnyder (Swili bt N Oechy JFrt 61 
62; A HUBErftGert bl S PitkowsW fftal 67 
60 60: A SUCffWMA (Japan) bt M Sanchez 
Lorenzo (Sp) 4^1 61 63^ Hetaeson-Tfeisen 
(US) bt S Knvenfchwa (Bui) 63 7-6; J 
Husarow (SKroak) bt H houe (Jaoanl 4-6 6 
4 7-5: N Vtedyanattian fhdl bt G PizziOws nil 
67 6-4 62: V Ruano-PBscajI (Spl br S 
Ktencraa (Cz Rep) 7-6 7.5; M HUGE (Swn) 
bl W Probs) (Gar) 61 62; L Neibrd (LaU bt 
C Barisw u°us) 63 7-6, A Mfei (LS) bl H SUo- 
na (C 2 Bap) 4-6 7-5 60. T Snyder (US) ti P 
Hy-Eo>tei3 (Can) 7-6 64; O Barabsrxhto- 
ya (Beta) bt D Chiackfwa (O Rep) 63 63: V 
'tortilda (Japan) bt M McGrath (liS) 61 63. 
J Kruger (SA) tuAGaoldon (Mew) 602-0 req 
A Elwood (Aus) bt X Brand (US I 64 67 6 
3: 8 Rtttner (Gat) M E Tataitanra (Ukr) 61 7- 
6: A SANOCZ VKAfllO [Sp) bt J Lee {Tail 
60 64: L Ghirani- Rubbi fftiblN 
(Japan) 1-67-561; B SC IrJLTZ -MCCARTHY 
(N«hj bt M Maruska (Ault 7-6 7-5; 5 Jefasee- 
lan (Cam bl Sunq-Hes Rark (Kori 67 61 7- 
5. Y Baaia (tedon) bt M Tu (US) 67 63 6r 
E Makarova (Ftes) bl L Goiaraa (Na) 6-i t-6 
6-4; E Lfcfortseva (Rus) bt R Reid fAusi 63 
61 . A Koumtova (Rub) bt K StuterAova (Sto- 
w*) 82 61; H Nanydua (Store).) bt A Win- 
dwkte (US) 6361 MPSeree (Fnwu Fern 
[Ch) 60 60; A COETZB) (SA) bt B PafiS 
(Aull 62 60: C TorensAfetero (Sp) bl O Lug- 
™ (tto) 64 6-4; K Bocoan iNah) OJ R BoOKo- 
w (Cz Hep) 63 63: C (Kraoi (US) bt E C*n 
(Bel) 64 1-6 63 

fttrfck Rafter, thB US Open champcn, 
w# head a strong field wfich includes 
12 of the world's top 24 players in the 
GtanJan Direcf Cup at Battersea Park. 
London, tram 23 February to 1 March. 
The ATP exert, in which top British pair 
Greg ftsedski and Tin Henman w* be 
compet in g, is expected id attract a ca- 
pacity crowd and plans to increase the 
nunber of seats from 4000 to 4.400 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

720 unless Stated 

FA CARLSBERG VASE Fourth-round replay: 

Brache Sparta v KkJsgrovO PA) 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Pmekfenfa Cup first 
maid: EniayyStochsbrteas Saoond round: 

BcstenUtd vafttiSpertars League Cup iWnl 

round: Chcrtoy v Leigh 
DR IIAHTENS CUP Sacdnd-round replay: 
SoftxJ v Skubridge 7T*d round: Rauvta v 
■reakn 

WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE First DM- 
rnlaK Shappey Utd « Fottestena kMcta. 
SCREWED! DIRECT LEAGUE Premier Dhrf- 
Bfam: Tiverton » Backwel 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHEfM LEAGUE 
Flral DMaloit: RTM ItaCBSde v Seaham Red 
Star 

PRESS fi JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Dereroraote vKerth.BginCrtv vFrBsertunh: 
Lotaemouthtf Brora Rangera. 

FA) HARP LAGER CUP ftr« maid ascofld 
replay: Wayside Catoc v Longlord Town pfi) 
POHTTNS LEAGUE Pitentor DtvfshKK NM- 
tfnrteam Forest v Aston vaa(7Di HreiDMaiefl: 
Mad BaUuugh u WMiMiflDi TO?: Nont. 
Cotray V Stmertm (m Second Dhfialen: 
Bamday v Shot field Utd (70): Shmwahay v 
Siocfiport (70): Rotherham v Rochdale (7D) 
Thbd DhrtMon: Buy v Doncaster; Chester u 
Scuithorpa TOO; ChaEOrfleK] w WabaB 170): 


Wigan i Hul (TOL League Qup Group Sbt 
Btecxpooi v Trarmere TOX 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hrat 
DnWoK toterich v OuaenS Park RangBn (7Q: 
Port sm outh v Crystal Palace (70). Southamp- 
ton v Ostod Utd far Sapiewood FC): Vferiotd 
v Luton m NontHfood fC>. 

Rugby Union 

WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY Pool A: H*M 
V&te v Namiia (715). Uanefi v Northern Trent 
vaat (7.61 

CLUB MATCH: Cambridge Urw v RAF (7T5) 

Basketball 

UNFBAUL TROPHY Ouartarfineb ucond lag: 
Thames Wfiev Tons v Greater London Leop- 
ards (88); Manchester Oaresv London Tome 
I73B: Latoacter Rktere v Shetfiau Sharis [acv 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Sheffield Steeiers v BreOtnea 
Bees (730) 

EXPRESS CUP: tm Scottish Eagles v Bas 
hgaokp Btton (73(4 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Saga Mtorto Indner Pore Champ!- 
onshlp (Fission) 

SNOOKER: Regal Welsh Open (Nonpvtl 









THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 21 IANUARY 1908 

28 


28/SPORT 








France details World Cup security strategy 


France will deploy about 6,000 
police and several hundred sol- 
diers to maintain security and 
prevent terrorist attacks during 
this year’s World Cup, the 
French interior minister an- 
nounced yesterday. 

“We are managing a crowd 
phenomenon. These- are phe- 
nomena which are difficult to 
control and excesses are pos- 
sible,” Jean -Pierre Cbevene- 
ment said. “As a result, we will 
take the necessary measures.” 

More than two million peo- 
ple, including hundreds of thou- 
sands of fans from across 
Europe, are expected to attend 


the 64 games at this year’s World 
Cup in June and July at 10 dif- 
ferent stadiums across France. 

French authorities are being 
especially vigilant about po- 
tential disturbances and police 
forces across the Continent are 
already exchanging pho- 
tographs of potential trouble- 
makers in order to minimi the 
possibility of fighting between 
rival groups of fans. 

Between 5,000 and 6,000 
police will be on hand to ensure 
security during the 33 days of 
competition and at least 300 sol- 
diers will help ensure safety as 
part of anti- terrorist measures 


already in effect Special secu- 
rity checks of fens will take place 
before they enter the stadi- 
ums, and security officials will 
patrol public transport and 
parking areas. 

Stadium rules forbid fans to 
take in any political banners, 
knives, bottles, glasses, metal 
boxes, rods, helmets, or alcohoL 
Anyone caught breaking these 
rules could face up to three 
years in jail and a maximum 
£10,000 fine. 

Chevenement announced 
that extra security measures 
could be taken for matches 
deemed “high risk”, including 


CRICKET-. ENGLAND v WEST INDIES 


Fraser to force pace 
on right side of line 


Angus Fraser missed the 
party in Montego Bay. 
Now the big Middlesex 
bowler is in the mood to 
pop a few corks of his 
own against West 
Indies A in tomorrow's 
match. David Field reports 
from Kingston, Jamaica. 


Angus Fraser did have the 
chance to share in the fun as 
Dean Headley, Andy Caddick 
and Phil TufrieU collected the 
wickets in England's innings 
eclipse of Jamaica at Jarrett 
Park on Sunday. 

England's old warhorse 
watched most of the proceed- 
ings from the boundary edge vir- 
tually in the old-fashioned long 
-stop position, backing up the 
wicketkeeper. Jack Russell who 


was having a tough time coping 
with deliveries which shot 
through on the deck. 

Fraser hardly broke sweat. 
He delivered only seven overs 
in the match and those were 
from the opposite end to where 
Headley and Caddick were 
causing havoc on the atrocious 
pitch. He ideally wanted 60 to 
70 overs before the first Test at 
Sabina Park in eight days’ time. 

That is no longer possible, so 
Fraser will be rewing up hard- 
er in the two practice sessions 
which precede the last match 
before the TfesL starting with the 
West Indies A game at Ched- 
win Park, Kingston. 

“You want to get involved, 
join the party," said Fraser, 
who looked the pick of the quick 
bowlers in the sessions at the 
Kensington Club here before 
the squad moved on to Mon- 
tego Bay. 


Ambrose in Test squad after 
refuting retirement rumours 


Curtly Ambrose may not be in 
the best form of his long career 
as a fast bowler, and there have 
been rumours of his immineot 
retirement, but he was named 
yesterday in West Indies' squad 
for tb first Test against England. 

He denied reports yesterday 
that he had prepared a letter of 
retirement, insisting be was 
available for the five Test series, 
which starts at Sabina Park, in 
Kingston. Jamaica, next week. 

“I’m not done yet and only 
Curtly Ambrose knows when to 
call it quits. I still have some- 
thing to offer to West Indies 
cricket,” Ambrose said in a ra- 
dio interview. He described re- 
ports of his retirement as "just 
a vicious rumour", adding that 
they had sparked a number of 
calls from all over the world. 

The 34-year-old Antiguan, 
who has been the spearhead of 


the West Indies attack since he 
came into the team in 1988, has 
taken 307 wickets - 1 17 against 
England - in 74 Tests, putting 
him within two victims of Lance 
Gibbs, the third most success- 
ful West Indies bowler. 

However, he took only one 
wicket in 44 overs in the two 
Tests he played during the re- 
cent 3-0 drubbing in Pakistan. 
He sustained a shoulder injury, 
did not play in the Champions' 
Trophy one-day series in Shar- 
jah before Christmas, and has 
been below his best for the Lee- 
ward Islands this season. 

He position is now threatened 
by younger men, like Franklyn 
Rose and Mervyn Dillon, both of 
whom are in the West Indies 
squad announced yesterday. 


WEST INDIES SOUAD (for fint -feat • Eng. 
tond, JOnsson, starting 29 Jan): B Lara 


J Adams, D WBams (wkt) I Station C 
Dion, n McLaan. 


"There was one end to bowl 
at and the others deserved to be 
there because they bowled bet- 
ter than me," he said. “It would 
have been good to have got up 
to that end. to have got some 
overs under my belt, but hope- 
fully that will happen during the 
next week. 

“I'd be lying if 1 said those 
seven overs in the match were 
the best Td bowled in my life. But 
Fm not unduly worried about it 
- Fd just like to join in. I now 
want a good bowl and to get 
some wickets so that I can come 
off feeling as though I’ve 
contributed and not just watched 
it all" 

Fraser, like the rest of the 
bowlers, is acutely aware that 
England must cut down their 
noball tally. They overstepped 
31 times against Jamaica and, 
in the Caribbean heat, cannot 
afford to be bowling seven and 
eight-ball overs. 

“We’ve got to work at It to 
try and eliminate it in the next 
week or so,” Fraser said. “Imag- 
ine getting Brian Lara out 
cheaply only for it to be called 
a no-ball and then he goes on 
to get a big score. That would 
be criminal. 

“We’ve got to make sure we 
keep our front feet behind the 
line. It's something we are 
aware of. We have been no- 
baliing in practice and that 
wasn't an acceptable level of no- 
balls in Montego Bay. 

“When you get bowlers run- 
ning in a foil pelt trying to pro- 
pel a cricket ball as fast as they 
can, you're not going to get it 
right all the time. Olympic 
triple-jumpers don't always get 
it right.” . 

• The Guyana Cricket Board 
is pressing on with ticket sales 
for the third Test scheduled to 
start between the West Indies 
and England next month, 
despite political instability 
and street disturbances in the 


C Wateh. F Rose, M I 


area. 
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ACROSS 

I Insect making place 
tense"? [6) 

4 First-class not out posi- 
tion (S) 

10 Johnny's position when 
the stars come out? (5- 
4) 

II Lead removed from 
Maxim, the dog (5) 

12 Rarebit cooked for a 
judge (7) 

13 Nothing changes in 
plant’s carpel regions 
0 ) 

14 Young of a particular 
vanessid (5) 

15 Fixed salary prevents 
boss from moving (3-5) 

IS Reserve school sent 
back a sura of money 
( 8 ) 


20 Regal drunk gets anoth- 
er drink (5) 

23 Knocked clear in per- 
formance (7) 

25 Make allowance for 
study completed (7) 

26 Break below joint (5) 

27 See chintz design of 
philosopher? (9) 

28 Concerned about that 
. place in cove (S) 

29 Train guard (6) 

DOWN 

1 Half-life established, 
that can be tabulated 

a le left in bank on 
high street? (7) 

3 Flatter kind, say (54) 

5 Warden's variely-act 
booked by James? 
(4.23,5) 


6 Opera standard re- 
duced (5) 

7 Bill ready to sing, pre- 
sumably (7) 

S Showy ornament bears 
no name (6) 

9 Writing prose, con- 
cernea with new style 

(14) 

16 Somehow, loose zinc 
settles (9) 

17 Most compressed 
cheese goes to gala in 
Germany (8) 

19 Nimble sort of a feline 


about to steal (7) 

Move 


21 Marksman, say, 
beef as starter? (7) 

22 Braved stoically, for ex- 
ample (6) 

24 Divine wife in unpleas- 
ant experience (5) 


m 


uric between Belgium and (he 
Netherlands, where fans have 
dashed previously. 

In addition to security pro- 
vides by French authorities, 
private security officials will be 
allowed to help ensure safety in- 
side stadiums, the minister said. 

Bomb-sniffing dogs will also 
be in place at stadiums to help 
detect whether any suspicious 
packages are explosives. 

Security measures will be 
tested during the inaugural 
match at the Slade de France 
on 28 January between France 
and Spain. Philippe Massoni. 
the police official responsible for 


Paris and the surrounding area, 
said that match represented 
the first test of the security mea- 
sures that will be employed 
during the World Cup. 

Chevenement also said a 
decision on what to do about the 
fences at two stadiums in 
Nantes and St-Etienne would be 
made soon. 

Following the 1989 tragedy 
at Hillsborough that killed 96 
supporters, Fifa, the game's 
world governing body, has bad 
a policy that perimeter fencing 
should be removed so that fans 


can run on to the field in an 


emergency. 


Fifa strengthened that pol- 
icy after another disaster at 
Guatemala in October 1996 
when 78 fans were crushed to 
death in a stadium stampede. 

But local authorities in 
Nantes and St-Etienne want 
to keep their fences, which 
have only recently been con- 
structed. 

• Matthias Sammer will decide 
in two months whether his ca- 
reer is to be brought to an end 
by a persistent knee problem. 
Borussia Dortmund said yes- 
terday. The club denied a report 

which said Sammer would nev- 
er play football again. 


Sammer, whose career has 
been consistently undermined 
by injury, underwent surgery on 
his left knee for the fourth 

time in October, and a few days 
later a fifth operation was need- 
ed because of an infection. 

The 1996 European Foot- 
baller of the Year, who has 5 1 
caps for Germany, played m 

fewer than half of Dortmund s 

league matches last season. 

The German national coach, 
Bern’ Vogts, has said that he will 

always leave the door open for 
the defender to make an in- 
ternational return- . 

FA Cup countdown, page 26 


Spitting spat 
signals end 
for Milosevic’s 
stay at Villa 




Tim Henman berates himself during his first-round loss in Melbourne yesterday 


Photograph: Ken Irwin/AFP 


Aston VHla have punished&yo 
Milosevicfor spitting in the 

region of his own fans on Sat- 

urday by putting him anite_^ 

transfer list . 

Following mounting pres- 
sure from supporters, Brian-Lit- 
tie, the VHla manager, discussed; ..Jl 
the incident which happened- - , 
during the match at Blackburn . ’ ’ 
with club chairman Doug Hlis ; 
after watching video evidence. 

Little said: “The ptoyerregrefc ^ 
his actions which arc not;«> ,r- 
ceptaHe to tins dub. He has b^en: ~ 
placed on the transfer list with " 
immediate eflect and we will now 
get on with the job of coocen- 
crating on Saturday’s FA Cup tie 
with West Bromwich Albion.” “ 
Little must now dedde ; ^3 
whether to include Milosevic for ■ 
that match or try and replace . 
him quickly, as the deadline for - 
new signings for their Uefa . 

Cup tie in March is 31 January. 

Villa meet Atletico Madrid in 
the quarter-finals and the sale 
of Milosevic would leave Little 
with just Stan Collymore and 
Dwight Yorke, who is still n$t 
completely fit, as his main afv 
tacking options. j 

Riustmo AspriDa ha? com' 1 ^ 
pleted his transfer backio Par- 



ma, signing a three-anc^a-halli : 


yepr deal with the Julian chib for 1 
a fee of around £6m. Newcastle 
paid £75m for the Colombian \~; 

when he moved from Far faa to 

Tyneside two years ago. : : 

One Parma player whc>may f . 
be moving to England is 
back Antonio Benarrivo, who 

was watched by. Roy Hodgson, 
the Blackburn Rovers mar*agCT. 
at the weekend. Hodgseu u 
understood to be keen to t® up 
the deal quickly. '-*•.■ ' -/'• 

Tony Adams, the Arsenti 
captain, came through his 
match for a month yesterday a^i , 

looks set to return, to action ® 
theGunnei5’FACuptieagainf:< 5 1 
Middlesbrough on Saturday. 

- The England defender, -V 

made a convincing return in Aa- V .' . 
senal reserves' 1-0 victory over' ^ 

Chelsea, said: “There’sno paffli •- - 5 
I feel great It was important fa . v 
get 90 minutes under my bdt > 

andalso4>getinafewtaddefr w .. '. / t 

Paul Williams has'been gS* ^ Z3:r - cr * 
en a one-match suspension ty . c:. vc . % a 

a laser 


hunting 
suying w 
meeting 

Mae -pH 
surveyor 
Shearer 



the Football Association for lW.: 
dismissal in Saturday's Prp\ - 
miershirmuUrh with Arw*nal sL v ' " " 


miership match with Arsenal 
High fi eld Road. In his rep 
referee Steve Lodge called 
challenge on Dennis Bergkamp 1 
“serious foul play”, but said it ; 
was in the category of “denying' 
a goal-scoring opportunity, 
which carries just a one-game 
ban. 

- Catherine Riley 
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TENNIS: AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Henman heads home after 
‘worst performance ever* 


Tim Henman called it his 
“worst performance ever" and 
there were few arguing with him 
after watching the five-set loss 
to France's Jerome Golmard in 
the first round of the Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday. 

Henman, who beat the 
world No 2, Pat Rafter, in Syd- 
ney last week, succumbed to the 
French qualifier - ranked out- 
side the top 100 - despite his op- 
ponent having to call for the 
trainer to have blisters on both 
of his feet burst. The defeat 
ruled out the prospect of an all- 
British quarter-final match with 
Greg Rusedski, who comfort- 
ably progressed to the second 
round with a straight-sets victory 
over the American David Win. 

“For someone of my ability, 
there is no way I can let that 
happen," admitted Henman, 
after making his exit 3-6. 7-6, 2- 
6, 6-3, 9-1 1. “Tb come out and 
put in a performance like that 
just isn’t acceptable . If I am go- 
ing to be any good at this game 
there there's no way I can play 
like that.” 

Henman, so impressive in 
defeating Rafter, showed the 
other side of his tennis charac- 
ter that is frustrating his efforts 
to emerge as truly world-class. 
“I can’t explain it.” he said. “I 
have to go away and regroup.” 

After an awful start, Hen- 
man somehow managed to 
take the match - that lasted four 


hours 19 minutes - into a de- 
ciding set against a player he 
had beaten in straight sets at 
Wimbledon last year. Serving 
second, he was always at a dis- 
advantage but managed to stave 
off two match points in Lhe 14th 
game before his rhythm was 
halted when the trainer came on 
just before he served to save the 
match six games later. 

Golmard, whose ranking is 
partly explained by a succession 
of injuries, fired back two in- 
different serves and Henman 
was facing another two match 
points against him. One was 
saved, but defeat came when be 
sent a volley drifting too Jong. 

“There was obviously a 
break, but I didn't lose my con- 
centration,” claimed Henman. 
“I felt like I had a pretty' good 
rhythm but in that last game he 
hit a couple of good shots.” 

Henman would have had a 
clearer opening to Rusedski 
after the No 13 seed, Goran 
Ivanisevic, his expected sec- 
ond-round opponent, lost to the 
Dutchman Jan Siemerink. 

Rusedski, the No 5 seed, 
needed to save two set points in 
his opening set but encountered 
few other problems as he sent 
down 27 aces against Witt, 
ranked 208, to win 7-6, 6-3, 6-4, 
Rusedski’s next opponent will 
be another American, Jonathan 
Stark, against whom he had to 
come back from two sets down 


to beat 11-9 in the final set at 
Wimbledon last year. 

Stark came thro ugh agains t 
Carlos Costa when the 
Spaniard was forced to retire be- 
cause of a muscle problem. The 
return match on Thursday will 
have an added edge with Stark 
□ow being guided by Brian 
Teacher, the coach Rusedski 
dropped soon after he reached 
the US Open final last year. 

Austria's Thomas Muster 
was another of the men's seeds 
to fall as he lost in straight sets 
to Sweden’s Jan ApeO while An- 
dre Agassi beat the Italian 
Marzio Martelli in four. 

Jeff Tarango made a highly 
volatile exit as he shouted dis- 
agreements with the English 
umpire, Mike Morrissey, in his 
match against Australia's 
Rafter. The American, who 
was banned from Wimbledon 
for a year after an outburst in 
1995, held up two fingers and 
shouted at the umpire: “That's 
two [line calls] you owe me, and 
you know it." He eventually lost 
7-6, 7-6, 6-7, 7-5. 

Martina Hingis, breezed 
through her first-round match 
for the loss of just three games 
against Wiltnid Probst, but 
there was no such joy for He- 
lena Sukova. who announced 
her retirement after losing to 
Anne Miller 4-6, 7-5, 6-0. 

- Demdc Whyte, Melbourne. 
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